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Message froM Laa President

Welcome to 2015. I hope the holidays were meaning-
ful for all and not too stressful. I’d like to take this 
opportunity to thank Natalia Udaltsova for her many 
years as the very hardworking editor of our wonderful 
LAA Newsletter as she passes the baton forward.  The 
newsletter was always very professional, on time and 
chock full of interesting news about our members. 
Natalia patiently gave those of us who needed it, a 
nudge to send in our information. All of the beautiful 
and inspiring photographs that she included added 
to the pleasure of reading our newsletter. Thank you 
Natalia!!!

Natalia will continue to be our web master. And here 
again we thank her for many years of service as our 
web master. We appreciate “our work getting out 
there” and being made available to a wider audience.

At this time I have the opportunity and pleasure of 
welcoming Mark Coffey as our new, newsletter edi-
tor. We are grateful that Mark is willing to assume 
this important role for the Lamorinda Arts Alliance.  
As newsletter editor he will also serve on the Board 
of LAA. I will let Mark introduce himself in his own 
words:

“It’s great to be a member of LAA. I have a Bachelor 
of Architecture degree from Arizona State University 
and spent the early years of my career practicing ar-
chitecture. I gradually moved more into construction 
management and real estate development. 

Several years ago, I decided to try something new and 
I published an informational magazine that identified 
and described real estate projects very early in the 
planning and approval process. I had to teach myself 
how to publish a magazine from beginning to end. 
Much of that education came from courses I took 
from Lynda.com. During that process, I also became 
acquainted with digital painting.  My interest grew, I 

took a number of courses and I decided to give digital 
painting a try.

I now paint digitally using my computer, a Wacom 
tablet and a Wacom Artist Brush. Using Adobe Pho-
toshop and Corel Painter, I create paintings that be-
come Giclée prints on canvas, watercolor paper or a 
number of other materials. Through software, I have 
access to thousands of colors and hundreds of brush-
es that I can manipulate in countless ways. And the 
best part is that there is no clean-up!”    

Welcome aboard Mark!

in this issue                     Page

Message from LAA President 1
Moraga Art Gallery “Art Appassionata” 2
Creating Ink and Watercolor Journals 3
Business Models for Artists 4
From en Plein Air to Art 4
Lafayette Art Gallery “Voyages” 5
Town Hall Theatre Gallery 5
Orinda Library Art Gallery 6
The Bay Area Studio Artists 6
Moraga Library Art Gallery 7
Event Calendar 8

http://www.laa4art.org
http://laa4art.org
http://www.laa4art.org


LamorindaArts AlliAnce newsletter January+February - 2015

Page 2

Moraga art gaLLery
“art aPPassionata”
Moraga art gaLLery
“art aPPassionata”

The exhibit “Art Appassionata,” featuring the still life,  
landscapes and portraits by Lisa Gunn of Orinda and 
oil paintings of the California coastline by Carol Tar-
zier, launches the Moraga Art Gallery’s 2015 schedule 
of shows.

The show runs from 
January 14 to March 
24. The public is in-
vited to a free opening 
reception on Saturday, 
January 17 from 5 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. in the gallery 
at 522 Center Street in 
Moraga’s Rheem Shop-
ping Center.

Gunn, a classical pianist and teacher, fuses musical 
and artistic principles - texture, tone, and color - in 
her oil paintings. Tarzier, renowned for both bronze 
sculptures and painting, teaches at the Academy of 

Art University and 
at Oakland’s Studio 
One Art Center.

In her paintings, 
Lisa Gunn concen-
trates on capturing 
qualities of light. She 
strives to create a 
bond between her-
self and the viewer. 
“I pick my subjects 
with great care - and 
paint only what I 
find expressive or 
wonderful.” Adding 
the final touches, she thinks of the expressiveness of 
music. Soft edges and broken colors echo the impres-
sionistic sounds of Debussy. Big, bold brushstrokes 
call to mind the chords of Beethoven’s later piano so-
natas. “Over time," she says, "I have discovered that 
music and art, although executed differently, rest 
upon the same platforms.” Moving a composition for-
ward in music uses the same principles as creating a 
painting - movement, balance, value and structure.

call 925-376-5407 or email moragaartgallery@gmail.
com.

“Petaluma Sheep” by Lisa Gunn

“Lady in Green” by Lisa Gunn

“Tomales Bay Evening” by Carol Tarzier

http://www.laa4art.org
http://www.LisaGunnArt.com
http://www.Tarzier.com
http://www.Tarzier.com
http://www.LisaGunnArt.com
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Creating ink and WaterCoLor JournaLs 
With PauLa riLey

Paula Riley will be conducting a three-day workshop 
February 22-24 in Sonoma. Learn the techniques of 
capturing your travels - near or far - using pencil, ink, 
and watercolor. This is a great way to stay creative 
while traveling with minimal supplies, or to just enjoy 
the moments in your own surroundings! Instruction 
will include creating a pleasing composition, learn-
ing to edit what you draw and paint, basic watercolor 
instruction, loosening up and just plain having fun! 
The workshop runs from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily and 
costs $325. For 
information, con-
tact Paula at pri-
ley921@sbcglob-
al.net or call her 
at 925- 330-3060.  
Her website is: 
www.paulariley.
com

Carol Tarzier’s focus is figurative work in bronze and 
painting in oil, with ventures into abstract sculpture 
and pastel drawings on black Arches paper. Her work 
has been shown in numerous national exhibitions 
and has earned numerous national awards. “I love 
both figurative and abstract work,” she says, “and feel 

that the best work incorporates both. I’ve recently 
returned to my first love - oil painting, and specifi-
cally plein air and working directly from the still life 
or model. This is intoxicating, perhaps because I’ve 
worked indoors on sculpture for many years. I love 
the immediacy of working en plein air; over the last 
year I’ve put together shows of small oil paintings or 
pochades, in which my goal is to capture fleeting light 
and color outdoors.” These are the paintings that will 
be showcased at the Moraga Art Gallery.

Fifteen member artists  of the gallery also have paint-
ings, photographs, ceramics, jewelry and finely-
crafted woodware on display. The gallery’s hours are 
Wednesday through Sunday from noon to 5 p.m. For 
more information, go to www.moragaartgallery.com, 

Fifteen member artists  of the gallery also have paint-
ings, photographs, ceramics, jewelry and finely-
crafted woodware on display. The gallery’s hours are 
Wednesday through Sunday from noon to 5 p.m. For 
more information, go to www.moragaartgallery.com, 
call 925-376-5407 or email moragaartgallery@gmail.
com.

522 Center Street in Moraga’s Rheem Shopping Center

“Pescadero Beach Afternoon” by Carol Tarzier

“Central Coast Clouds” by Carol Tarzier

“Morning Walk in the Vineyard” by Paula Riley

“Hibiscus” by Paula Riley

http://www.laa4art.org
mailto:PRiley921%40sbcglobal.net?subject=Information
mailto:PRiley921%40sbcglobal.net?subject=Information
mailto:PRiley921%40sbcglobal.net?subject=Information
http://www.PaulaRiley.com
http://www.PaulaRiley.com
http://www.Tarzier.com
http://www.MoragaArtGallery.com
mailto:Moraga%20Art%20Gallery%20email?subject=Information
mailto:Moraga%20Art%20Gallery%20email?subject=Information
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froM en PLein air to art

Business ModeLs for artists

The topic of our next 
LAA bi-monthly 
meeting Thursday, 
February 5, at 7:30 
p.m. will be “Busi-
ness Models for 
Artists”. Three LAA 
members who have 
very unique and in-

teresting business models for their art 
will be speaking. David VanderJagt and 
Olga Jusidman will talk about how they 
set up their own ceramic studio which 
is shared with other ceramic artists.  
Magaret Lucas-Hill will talk about her 
business model for her silk paintings.

The meeting will be held at Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Church, 1035 Carol Lane, La-
fayette 94549. 

Ceramic artists, David VanderJagt and 
Olga Jusidman, met at the Walnut Creek 
Civic Arts Clay Art Studio almost six years ago. While 
the city clay program has a wonderful facility, it was 

often inconvenient to work 
within the confines of sched-
uled, restricted studio hours. 
With similar clay philoso-
phies, David and Olga fre-
quently talked and dreamed 
about having their own 
studio and became serious 
about the idea a year ago. The 
perfect location was found 
after chasing many dead ends 
and they set about creating 
their studio in Pleasant Hill, 

“ClayStation 6”- a studio with room for them and 
four other ceramic artists.

Their presentation will describe the journey culmi-
nating in the opening of their business and, with a 
vacant storefront next door, their dream of forming 

additional artist studio space nearby, creating an inti-
mate art destination and a gathering  place for artists 
and art lovers alike.

Lucas-Hill Art & De-
sign is a production 
art business with a 
line specializing in 
hand made, made 
in USA, custom gift 
products. Margaret  
will talk about the gift 
market: product de-
velopment, packag-
ing, wholesale selling, 
pricing, promotion, 
finding the right market and other aspects of produc-
tion art. She will also cover on-line selling and gift 
shows. 

Mark your calendars for February 5 at 7:30 p.m and 
plan to attend this interesting and informative talk.

“Mount Diablo” by Beryl Glen-Reiland

From en Plein Air to Art is an egalitarian group that 
loves to paint landscapes. They meet the second and 
forth Tuesdays of each month at 10 a.m. at a site com-
municated to the group prior to the meeting. All are  
invited to join the group. If you are interested,  please 
email Beryl Glen-Reiland at Ishbel8@comcast.net

Ceramics by Olga Jusidman

“AC72s Under Sail”                               
by David VanderJagt

http://www.laa4art.org
https://www.facebook.com/ArtElements
http://handcrafted-silverjewelry.com/
http://www.lucashillarts.ws/
http://www.oslc.net/index.html
http://www.oslc.net/index.html
mailto:Ishbel8%40comcast.net?subject=Information
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Lafayette art gaLLery
“Voyages”

toWn haLL theatre gaLLery

“Stroke of Luck”, the current show at Town Hall The-
atre Art Gallery, is sponsored by Lafayette Partners in 
Education and features the work of 25 children from 
our Lafayette Schools. The show will run through 
January 9.

Congratulations to Sharon Tama and Jeanette Baird 
for sales from their recent showing at the gallery!

You are invited to participate in the next open show 
from March 14 to May 9. Exhibitions at Town Hall 
Theater generally run eight to ten weeks. All work 
must be 2D with finished edges or framed. The gallery 
can accommodate about 20 - 25 pieces. Work larger 
than 16 x 20 is preferred. You are welcome to partici-
pate whether you have shown at the gallery before or 
have never displayed your work publicly. If  interested, 
please send jpgs to JoAnn Lieberman at olabambola@
sbcglobal.net

3420 Mt. Diablo Blvd. - Suite A
(Mt. Diablo Blvd. at Brown Avenue)
Lafayette, California 94549
925-284-2788
www.LafayetteArtGallery.com

The Lafayette Art Gallery will kick off the new year 
with a new exhibition, “Voyages,” as our artists show 
works depicting their travels, as well as the journeys 
they undertake to create their art. The show runs from 
January 5 through February 28.

In January our Fea-
tured Artists will 
be Dalia Alekna 
and photographer 
Warren Emmett 
Rice. The next in 
our series of open 
to the public “Sec-
ond Fridays” re-
ceptions is sched-
uled to showcase 

the new works on Friday, January 9 from 5:30 to 7:00 
p.m. In February, the Featured Artists will be Marsha 
Ramp and Susan Erickson. 

From January 27 though Valentines Day, the Lafayette 
Art Gallery will be hosting a special Jewelry exhibit “A 
Jewelry Extravaganza! Baubles and Bling!” The public 
reception will be Friday, February 6, from 5:30 p.m. 
to 7:00 p.m. just in time for you to pick up that special 
piece of jewelry for that special person for Valentines 
Day!

“Clouds Over Mount Diablo”                              
by Dalia Alekna

Oil and Acrylic painting by Susan Erickson

Since its inception in 1999, the Gallery has presented 
over 100 different shows of high-quality paintings, 
ceramics, glass works, sculpture and jewelry, and has 
contributed the artists’ expertise to dozens of com-
munity groups and non-profit organizations. 

The gallery’s hours are Tuesday through Saturday 
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sundays 11 a.m to 2 p.m. 
For more information, go to www.LafayetteArt Gal-
lery.com, or call 925-284-2788.

“Pick a Pepper” by Sharon Tama

http://www.laa4art.org
http://www.sharontama.com/#home
http://jeanettebairdsstudio.blogspot.com/
mailto:olabambola%40sbcglobal.net?subject=Information
mailto:olabambola%40sbcglobal.net?subject=Information
http://www.lafayettegallery.net/artistsak/daliaalekna.html
http://www.lafayetteartgallery.com/warrenemmettrice.html
http://www.lafayetteartgallery.com/warrenemmettrice.html
http://www.lafayetteartgallery.com/marsharamp.html
http://www.lafayetteartgallery.com/marsharamp.html
http://www.lafayetteartgallery.com/susanerickson.html
http://www.MoragaArtGallery.com
http://www.MoragaArtGallery.com


LamorindaArts AlliAnce newsletter January+February - 2015

Page 6

orinda LiBrary gaLLery

Jill Landau will be exhibiting “Out and About” through 
the month of January. Her paintings are of local areas, 
many plein air and others from photos she has taken 

of surrounding ar-
eas, like Benicia 
and Petaluma. She 
also will be exhib-
iting still lifes that 
she paints in the 
winter when she 
you cannot paint 
plein air. Jill’s art 
is representational. 
She loves color and 

her focus is to capture light, form and atmosphere. 
Her goal is an emotional response to her work.

Carla W. Gelbaum will be exhibiting her artwork 
throughout the month of February. All are invited to 
a reception to  meet the artist, enjoy beverages, light 
snacks and music on Sunday, February 8 from 2:30  
to 4:30 p.m. For more information you can email 
Carla@cwgelbaum.com or visit her website at www.
CWGelbaum.com.

The gallery is located in the lobby of the Orinda Li-
brary at 26 Orinda Way and is open during library 
hours which are Monday - Thursday, 10 a.m. to 8 
p.m., Friday and Saturday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., and Sun-
day 1 p.m. to 5 p.m..

“Figure with Abstract Blues and Reds” by Carla W. Gelbaum

“Sunny House” by Jill Landau

the Bay area studio artists at 
ChiMney roCk Winery

The Bay Area Studio Artists, a group of LAA mem-
bers who paint together at Marcy Wheeler’s studio, 
are exhibiting their work at the Chimney Rock Win-
ery tasting room. 

The artists included in the 
show are Jeanette Baird, 
Susan Bonebakker, Ellen 
Reintjes, Joanne Taeuffer, 
Sharon Tama and Marcy 
Wheeler. Suzun Almquist 
is not showing at this ven-
ue.

You can see photos of the 
show at the BASA website: bayareastudioartists.com. 
But if you go to the winery, now through April, your 

art experience will be en-
hanced by Chimney Rock’s 
fabulous wine! Check the 
BASA website or friend us 
on Facebook (search for 
Bay Area Studio Artists). 
The public is invited to a 
wine and appetizer recep-
tion January  22 from 5:30 
to 7:30 p.m.

                                                                    
Chimney Rock Win-
ery winery is located 
at 5350 Silverado 
Trail and is open daily 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

“Dogs Best Friend” by 
Joanne Taeuffer

“Lily” by Jeanette Baird

http://www.laa4art.org
http://www.jlandauart.com/index.html
http://cwgelbaum.com/
mailto:Carla%40cwgelbaum.com?subject=Information
http://cwgelbaum.com/
http://cwgelbaum.com/
http://bayareastudioartists.com/
http://www.ChimneyRock.com
http://www.ChimneyRock.com
http://bayareastudioartists.com/jeanette-baird/
http://bayareastudioartists.com/susan-bonebakker/
http://bayareastudioartists.com/ellen-reintjes/
http://bayareastudioartists.com/ellen-reintjes/
http://bayareastudioartists.com/joanne-taeuffer/
http://bayareastudioartists.com/sharon-tama/
http://bayareastudioartists.com/marcy-wheeler/
http://bayareastudioartists.com/marcy-wheeler/
http://bayareastudioartists.com/suzun-almquist/
http://www.BayAreaStudioArtists.com
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Moraga LiBrary art gaLLery

The Moraga Library is lo-
cated at 1500 St. Mary’s 
Road. The gallery is open during normal library hours 
which are Tuesday and Thursday, noon to 8 p.m., Fri-
day and Sunday, 1 to 5 p.m., Wednesday, 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m., and Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. The library is 
closed Monday.

The Moraga Library Art Gallery will feature the work 
of Lafayette photographer Dave Dondero during the 
month of February. The show will feature large-sized 
photographs from his “California Oaks” series. 

Dondero, who is a member of the Moraga Art gallery, 
has spent countless hours in the field capturing most 
of the oak varieties of central California in a unique 
style often likened to intensely detailed paintings. His 
work is enhanced by strong perspectives and dynamic 
light, suffused with color that engages the viewer.

Dave is an Orinda native and he and his wife have 
lived in Lafayette for more than fifteen years.

Following the Dondero show, watercolor artist George 
Ehrenhaft will be exhibiting twenty of his paintings at 
the Moraga Library Art Gallery during the month of 
March.

Based on a theme he calls “Near Here,” the selection 
of landscape paintings includes popular, close-to-
home sites such as Lafayette Reservoir, Mount Diablo, 
St, Mary’s College, Tilden Park, the Orinda Country 
Club, and the Moraga Creek Bridge, among others. 

Ehrenhaft, a resident of 
Moraga, prefers to paint 
plein-air rather than from 
photos in order to convey 
the shapes, colors, and 
mood he finds at a par-
ticular time and place.

For more information, 
call George at 925-377-
9315.

Lafayette Gallery is looking for new members, particu-
larly functional ceramics, glass, and small sculpture. 
Lafayette Gallery is a co-op gallery located in Lafayette 
at 3420 Mt Diablo Blvd. All members contribute to the 
running of the gallery, and prospective members are ju-
ried for admittance. If you are interested, please contact 
Judy Feins for more information, at judyandrich@gmail.
com

“Lone Oak, Tassajara 2011” by Dave Dondero

“Valley Oak, Alhambra Creek, 2011” by Dave Dondero

“Rest Stop on Lake Cascade” by George Ehrenhaft

“Reservoir Fishing”                               
by George Ehrenhaft

http://www.laa4art.org
http://www.davedonderophotography.com/
http://www.mesart.com/indexps.jsp?artist=3939
http://www.mesart.com/indexps.jsp?artist=3939
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eVent CaLendar
Tell us what you are doing and what is going on in 
the local art community. Share information about up-
coming shows, exhibits, events and art projects. Pho-
tos and images with descriptions and credits are wel-
come and encouraged. Email information of interest 
you would like to share to the editor, Mark Coffey at 
LAANewsEditor@gmail.com.

The Lamorinda Arts Alliance Newsletter is published 
six times a year at the beginning of odd-numbered 
months. The deadline for submission of articles and 
images is the 15th day of the month prior to publica-
tion.

Through April Bay Area Studio Artists at Chimney Rock Winery
January Jill Landau at Orinda Library  Gallery 
January 4 - 2:00-5:00 Reception at Orinda Library Gallery
January 6 - February “Voyages” at Lafayette Art Gallery
January 9 - 5:30-7:00 Reception at Lafayetter Art Gallery
January 14 - March 24 “Art Appassionata” at Moraga Art Gallery
January 17 - 5:00-7:00 Reception at Moraga Art Gallery
January 27 - 10:00 From en Plein Air to Art group meets
February Dave Dondero at Moraga Library Art Gallery
February Carla Gelbaum at Orinda Library
February 5 - 7:30 “Business Models for Artists” at Our Savior’s   
 Church in Lafayette
February 13 - 5:30-7:00 Reception at Lafayetter Art Gallery
February 15 Deadline for submission of information for   
 March+April newsletter
February 22-24 Paula Riley Ink and Watercolor Journal workshop   
 in Sonoma
February 24 From en Plein Air to Art group meets
March George Ehrenhaft at Moraga Library Art Gallery

http://www.laa4art.org
http://www.laa4art.org
mailto:LAANewsEditor%40gmail.com?subject=

