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Donna Arganbright
LAA President

As a member of the Moraga Art Gallery, I’m going to 
lead off my message with the wonderful news that we 
are back in business. As you may or may not know, we 
had a serious flood caused by a broken pipe on Sunday, 
February 22nd. The Gallery was closed for several weeks 
for extensive repairs to our space. Fortunately no art 
work was damaged. We reopened on Thursday, April 
16th, with a “brand new” Gallery. The Gallery is fully 
repainted and we have new carpeting throughout. We 
are very happy and excited to be back in business with 
our lovely new show “Transitions”. A big thank you to 
all of our Gallery members for their loyalty and hard 
work to make this happen during a difficult time.

Be sure to take advantage of our two new exhibit op-
portunities at the Lindsay Dirkx Brown Gallery in 
San Ramon and the Piedmont Center for the Arts.  
Information was sent recently to all members detail-
ing how to participate in these events. Thank you to 
Pamela McCauley and Lauma Johnson for making 
these upcoming exhibits happen.

Please note, Open Studios is a week earlier this year 
on October 10th and 11th. We sometimes get into cool, 
rainy weather towards the end of October. We felt it 
would be a good idea to move the event up by one 
week to help insure good weather. Karen Thapa, who 
is heading up Open Studios for the second year, will 
have complete information in this newsletter. We are 
grateful to her for her willingness to lead OS again. She 
brings a lot of fresh ideas and enthusiasm to it. I hope 
all members will consider joining OS this year.

The Board discussed our Education Evening gather-
ings at our last meeting. We have had several outstand-
ing talks by our very own members during the past 
year, three of which have been covered by our local 
press. Members, friends and neighbors have attended.   
Reflecting on what we have achieved so far, we decided 
that going forward, we would schedule these evenings 

as we find new opportunities rather than try to sched-
ule them on a regular basis. So if you know of a good 
art workshop or speaker that our membership would 
be interested in, please e-mail me at:  ArganbDM@
comcast.net.

I’d like to thank again our new newsletter editor, Mark 
Coffey, who has taken over publication without miss-
ing a beat!

Memorial Day double entendre - “Thanks, Vets” by MA Clare
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522 Center Street in Moraga’s Rheem Shopping Center

Having been temporarily closed by a February flood,   the 
Moraga Art Gallery is delighted to announce its grand 
re-opening with a new show entitled “Transitions” 
featuring the one-of-a-kind, Asia-accented jewelry of 
Lafayette’s own master jeweler K. de Groot as well as a 
collection of Raku and pit-fired pottery by guest artist 
Mary Leigh Miller of Moraga.

To celebrate the gallery’s restoration, the public was 
invited to attend a re-opening reception on Saturday, 
April 18th from 5:00 until 7:00 pm. Visitors came to see 
the exhibit, have some wine, meet the artists, and enjoy 
the company of other Lamorinda art lovers. The new 
show runs until June 13th. 

K. de Groot strings her 
cross-cultural necklaces 
with varieties of antique 
beads and pendants 
brought back from China, 
Nepal, India, Thailand 
and other exotic desti-
nations. Semi-precious 
stones, delicately etched, 
molded, and granulated 
gold and silver beads 
as well as other trinkets 
endow her work with both a touch of class as well as a 
touch of Asia. Custom-made jewelry using customers’ 
own unique pieces is one of her specialties. 

To create her pit-fired ceramics, Mary 
Leigh Miller arranges clay pieces in 
a sand cavity surrounded by burn-
able materials - sawdust, dry sea-
weed, wood and cow dung. During 
an hours-long bonfire, she adds vari-
ous amounts of copper oxides and 
salt, thereby producing unpredictable 
but ever-intriguing results. Equally 
stunning are her Raku pieces that are 
adapted from an ancient Japanese fir-
ing technique during which work is 
removed directly from the hot kiln 

and smoked with burnable materials, giving each clay 
surface a copper sheen. 

Fifteen mem-
ber artists of the 
gallery will also 
have paintings, 
photographs, ce-
ramics, jewelry 
and finely-craft-
ed woodware on 
display. The gal-
lery, located at 
522 Center Street, Rheem Shopping Center, in Moraga,  
is open Wednesday through Sunday from noon to 5 
pm. For more information, go to MoragaArtGallery.
com, or call 925-376-5407.

Moraga arT gaLLery -
“TransITIons”
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The current show at the Theater Gallery showcasing  
Lamorinda Arts Alliance members will run through 
May 15th.

Kim Homes usually uses her photos as a reference for 
the landscape paintings that she creates.  These photos, 
all shot on a road trip from Petaluma, stand on their 
own, paying homage to the sky, the sun and the land.

Painter Roswitha Kress is inspired by being out in a 
park, in the foothills of Mt. Diablo or watching shop-
pers in open-air markets. “As a plein-air painter, I have 
to hear the birds in the trees, feel the breezes in the air 
and smell the grasses and flowers in the fields,” says 
Kress.  “These sensations evoke spontaneous reactions 
that I bring to life with strokes of color.”

Ruth McMillin is a Contra Costa County water media 
painter whose work has taken top honors in both local 
and regional shows.  McMilliin has been exhibiting 
and selling her work since 2001.

“Winter Solstice” by Kim Homes

“Peet’s Coffee” by Ruth McMillin

“Contra Costa Hills” by Roswitha Kress “The Regulators” by Jacqueline Proulx

LafayeTTe Town haLL TheaTer gaLLery
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It’s time to start thinking about Open Studios 2015, to 
be held October 10th & 11th. Please mark the dates in 
your calendars and join us as we showcase artworks 
made in the greater Lamorinda area.

I want to encourage all of our members to participate 
because it is an excellent opportunity to share your 
work with the public. Open Studios allows you to focus 
on the presentation of your art work and the feedback 
from your visitors is invaluable.

Not everyone can open their home studio for the tour 
but for those who can I want to encourage sharing your 
space with other artists - this will bring more visitors 
to your location. We can work with you to locate other 
LAA members who want to participate but cannot 
open up their home or studio to the public. We will 
be using the same brochure format as last year so each 
artist will have a small image in both the brochure and 
the website.

We are accepting applications from May 1st 
until August 1st.

Additional information is provided in a prospectus on 
page 8 of this newsletter.  There are also two forms fol-
lowing the prospectus that you can print and will need 
to complete  to participate in Open Studios 2015.

Karen Baden Thapa,
LAA Open Studios Coordinator 

The theme of Jacqueline Proulx’s painting came to her 
as a vivid tableau during a highly charged emotional 
moment in her life.  The main actors are the Regulators 
who “are responsible for justice ...advancing with 
courage and persistence... and bringing light into the 
universe.”

Mary Spain is a plein-air painter who uses oil paints to 
capture images that are shaped by her love of nature.  “I 
love to see the colors, shadows, shapes and beauty that 
nature provides.”

Sherry Cullison loved to watch her grandmother paint 
at her easel on the back porch of their Walnut Creek 
home. As a young girl, she remembers hoping that 
someday she could paint like her grandmother. “My 
grandmother passed on her love of the arts and her 
creative spirit,” says Cullison.  The Northern California 
native finds her inspiration in the flora and fauna of 
our area.

Would you like to show your work at the Lafayette Town 
Hall Theater Gallery? You are invited to participate in 
the next open show from May 16th to July. Exhibitions 
at Town Hall Theater generally run eight to ten weeks. 
All work must be 2D with finished edges or framed. The 
gallery can accommodate about 20 - 25 pieces. Work 
larger than 16” x 20” is preferred. You are welcome to 
participate whether you have shown at the gallery be-
fore or have never displayed your work publicly. If in-
terested, please send jpgs images of your work to JoAnn 
Lieberman at olabambola@sbcglobal.net Terry Blair Weaving

“Mt. Diablo” by Mary Spain

oPen sTudIos 2015
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Terry Blair will be demonstrating weaving on several 
different types of portable looms at the first annual 
“Studios on the Streets” event in downtown Martinez 
on Saturday, May 9th from noon to 6 pm. 

All visual artists showing their work will be involved in 
their craft of painting, sketching, pottery making on a 
wheel, weaving, etc. In addition, there will be mimes, 
music and vocalists interspersed amongst the visual 
artists.

This is the day before Mother’s Day so it might be a 
good time to pick up a handmade art gift for Mom! If 
you’d like additional information about the event, go to 
StudiosOnTheStreets.com

The exhibit of paintings by members of the Bay Area 
Studio Artists has been extended through June 2015. 
Check out our website often to see when the next re-
ception will be planned. The Tasting Room is open 
daily 10 am to 5 pm. Plan a visit soon and enjoy fine 
wine, lovely setting and great art!

BASA artists include the following LAA members: 
Suzun Almquist, Jeanette Baird, Susan Bonebakker, 
Joanne Taeuffer, Sharon Tama and Marcy Wheeler.

Spring is bursting out all over, so it’s the time to let go 
of the doldrums of winter and let your imagination run 
free. In that spirit, the new exhibition at the Lafayette 
Art Gallery is titled “Spring it On Me!” offering unex-
pected new works of original art that will put a little 
spring in your step! Featured artists for May are paint-
ers Judy Feins and Jill Landau as well as ceramicist 
Lauri Fehlberg.

A free reception featuring the fresh and inspiring new 
work will be held Friday, May 8th from 5:30 to 7:30 pm, 
showing paintings, prints, collage, ceramics, glass piec-
es, jewelry, and photography. Come join us for a glass 
of wine, enjoy some snacks, and meet the artists!

The Lafayette Art Gallery has presented over 115 dif-
ferent shows of high-quality art and has contributed 
the artists’ expertise to community groups. 

3420 Mt. Diablo Blvd. - Suite A
(Mt. Diablo Blvd. at Brown Avenue)
Lafayette, California 94549
925-284-2788
www.LafayetteArtGallery.com

LafayeTTe arT gaLLery
“sPrIng IT on Me!”

Bay area sTudIo arTIsTs
aT ChIMney roCk wInery

Terry BLaIr
aT “sTudIos on The sTreeT”
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endeavor, Olga has generously donated studio time, 
hands on piece building, and strategies for working 
with High Fire ceramics on such a large scale. Olga 
suggested that most of the pieces be hand built by the 
team to save money for the school and to accentuate 
the cooperative concept.

 Shweta enlisted local artist and parent, Tammy Roake, 
to help build the elements and plan the large scale glaz-
ing of the ceramics. Shweta and Tammy will be joined 
by several parent volunteers working with the children 
on the installation this May.

If you’d like to see the ceramic mural after installation, 
Camino Pablo School is located at 1111 Camino Pablo 
in Moraga.

A true cooperative ceramic mosaic wall mural is com-
ing alive in Moraga.

Moraga elementary school, Camino Pablo, will soon 
have a large inspirational mosaic mural on the outside 
wall of its multi-use building. The six by fifteen foot 
mural, designed by local artist Shweta Srivastava, is a 
six month long project that will involve all 400 students 
of Camino Pablo (grades TK – Fifth), school parents, 
teachers and several consulting artists who are volun-
teering their time to the school.

So how did this project come to life? Shweta, who spe-
cializes in hand painted wall murals, was approached 
by Principal Tom Rust and PTA President Sally Whip-
ple, to design a mosaic mural for the wall of the kin-
dergarten rooms at the main entrance of the school. 
The one project morphed into two when Shweta vol-
unteered her design and painting skills to create a large 
painted mural depicting the hills of Moraga for the kin-
dergarten area as well as a second ceramic mosaic for 
the multi-purpose room on the other end of the school.

As this is Shweta’s first ceramic project, she reached 
out to the local arts community for expert resources. 
While visiting the Lafayette Art Gallery, she met Lam-
orinda Arts Alliance member, Olga Jusidman. Olga, a 
ceramist, photographer, jewelry maker and co-owner 
of ClayStation 6, said without hesitation, “I don’t know 
exactly what the project is, but I’m in!” Throughout the 

Camino Pable School Mural

Entry Ceramic Mural

CaMIno PaBLo sChooL
CeraMIC waLL MuraL
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Joe Bologna and his sculpture partner, Patricia Vader, 
have recently installed a large steel sculpture, titled 
“Bouquet”, at the Stephen Austin State University in 
Nacogdoches, Texas. They also have begun work on 
a large steel kinetic sculpture, titled “Kicker Kid”,  to 
be installed later this year in Cardoza Park in Milpitas, 
California.

Joe serves on the Walnut Creek 
Art Commission, co-curates the 
Community Art Gallery at the 
Walnut Creek Library, and ex-
hibited in the “Lost and Found” 
show, which ran through April at 
the Danville Theater Art Gallery. 
Starting in May, Joe will have two 
large outdoor sculptures in the 
year-long Geyserville-Cloverdale 
Art Trail exhibition.

See more of Joe’s work at 
BolognaSculpture.com or contact him at JoBologna@
comcast.net.

Pam McCauley will be showing 18 of her paintings at 
the Martinez Library show titled “Exploration” from 
the beginning of May until mid-July.

McCauley will have 
still lifes, figures and 
some of her “Painting 
Martinez Plein Air 
Series”. She paints 
with  watercolor, 
acrylics and oils. 
Come see the show 
and enjoy a stroll 
through old town 
Martinez! Also, you 
can drop by Floral 
Arts in Lafayette 
where she has a 
group of her flower 
paintings.

“Chocolate Pot and Persimmons” by Pamela McCauley

“African Queen” by Pamela McCauley“Kicker Kid”

“Bouquet” by Joe Bologna and Patricia Vader

Joe BoLogna -
reCenT PuBLIC InsTaLLaTIons

PaMeLa MCCauLey
aT The MarTInez LIBrary
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Printmaker Marian Harris has had her Monotype print, 
“Peacock Glory”, selected for the 5th Annual Juried 
Exhibition titled “Fresh Works” at the Harrington 
Gallery at the Firehouse Arts Center, May 2nd through 
June 6th, 4444 Railroad Ave. in Pleasanton.

Come meet her at the reception Saturday, May 2nd, 1:00  
to 3:00 pm. 

Harris also recently received the “Art Times Award for 
Graphics” for this piece at the 72nd Annual Exhibition, 
2014 of the AudubonArtists, Inc. at the Salmagundi 
Club in New York City.

Don’t forget -
Mother’s Day - May10th

and
Father’s Day - June 21st

Welcome to the 20th OPEN STUDIOS sponsored by the 
Lamorinda Arts Alliance! 

Open Studios

October 10th and 11th, 2015 from 11 am to 4 pm daily 
at participating artists’ studios in the greater Lafayette, 
Moraga and Orinda area 

Central Exhibit 

The location of the Centrtal Exhibit has not yet been 
determined and will be announced later.

Reception

A public reception will be held Thursday, October 8th, 
2015 at a location and time to be determined. 

Who Can Enter?

Entrants must be LAA members at the Individual or 
Family level ($25 annual fee or higher). If your mem-
bership expires prior to October, 2015, please renew 
now. If you’re not an LAA member and you’d like to 
join, logon to the LAA website (www.LAA4Art.org) 
to download the application form, or to contact Bill 
Klaproth, call 925-376-0708 or e-mail Klaproth@att.
net. Please send a separate check for LAA membership 
directly to Bill. 

What's Expected of Participating Artists?

• On both days, October 10th and 11th, art studios must 
remain open from 11 am to 4 pm.

• Consider sharing your studio space with another art-
ist or two. We’ve found that this increases the number 
of visitors each studio is likely to get. 

• To make sure Open Studios runs smoothly and all the 
details get taken care of, you will need to join a com-
mittee and/or sign up for some jobs. Volunteer choices 
include: distributing materials to local merchants, pub-
licity, and reception. 

The volunteer sign-up sheet is included in the registra-
tion form. 

oPen sTudIos 2015
ProsPeCTus and
enTry forMs

MarIan harrIs “PeaCoCk gLory”
seLeCTed for JurIed exhIBITIon

“Peacock Glory”, Monotype by Marian Harris
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Deadlines and Registration Fees

Registration will be accepted until August1st.  The fee is 
$50.00.  Please include a check, payable to Lamorinda 
Arts Alliance, with your completed registration form 
and send to: Lamorinda Arts Alliance, LAA Open 
Studios 2015, P.O. Box 6804, Moraga, CA 94570-6804.

August 1st is the final registration deadline. Sorry, we 
won’t be able to accept registration requests after that 
date. (Please note, that’s not a postmark deadline. We 
need to RECEIVE your registration by August 1st.) 

Fees are non-refundable after August 1st.  

Registrants will Receive

• Inclusion in LAA Open Studios promotional materi-
als, including postcards, posters, and a map of partici-
pating studios. Each artist will have one thumbnail size 
photo in the printed brochure. (Specifications for the 
image will be provided later).

• Inclusion on LAA’s Website with a link to your own 
site. Each artist will have one image posted on the 
website. (Specifications for the image will be provided 
later).

• Inclusion at the Central Exhibit , at a location to be 
determined.

• The chance to join fellow artists in opening your stu-
dio to the public for Lamorinda’s most exciting art sales 
and exhibition opportunity of 2015! 

Sales

Artists are responsible for their own sales and sales tax 
liability. Artwork sold at the Central Exhibit site cannot 
be removed until the end of Central Exhibit, a date still 
to be determined. 

Insurance and Liability

Artwork at the Central Exhibit site (TBD) will be cov-
ered by LAA liability insurance only. Artists are re-
sponsible for loss or damage to their artwork. All liabil-
ity at studio locations is the responsibility of the artist. 
Artists shall not hold any managing or sponsoring or-
ganization for Open Studios responsible for any loss or 
damage or any other claims filed as a result of this event. 
No managing or sponsoring organization shall be held 

responsible for any unforeseen event or act of nature 
that forces cancellation of the Open Studios event. 

Each participating artist may be required to sign a 
Liability Release form. 

Panel Rental

The Alliance has a limited number of 3’x6’ panels for 
rental at $5 each per week for artists with 2D artworks. 
Panels will be rented in the standard Wednesday-to-
Wednesday format. If you need panels, please reserve 
them early! Each 2D artist will be guaranteed at least 
3 panels. Additional panels, if available, might be al-
located based on date registration is received.

Please, download the panel rental form at www.
LAA4Art.org or obtain a panel reservation form at the 
Lafayette Art Gallery. 

Artist Confirmation

Registration will be confirmed upon receipt of the 
completed registration form and payment of fees. If 
you have asked us to assign you to a shared studio, final 
studio confirmation will be made by mid-August. 

If you need to change information previously provided 
on your registration form, please contact Bill Klaproth 
at (925) 376-0708 or Klaproth@att.net. 

Agreement

Entry into OPEN STUDIOS constitutes an agreement 
with the provisions of this prospectus. 

Additional questions? Please contact Open Studios 
2015 Coordinator Karen Baden Thapa at 925-299-2026 
or KarenThapa@comcast.net

May 1 Registration Opens
August 1 Registration Deadline and Refund Deadline
August 10 Artwork Deadline (for brochure and website)
September 15 Postcards and map brochures will be distributed 
September 15 Posting of interactive map on the LAA website
October 8 Open Studios Reception
October 10 and 11 Open Suudios 2015 Weekend! Good Luck!

oPen sTudIos 2015
CaLendar and CheCkLIsT

Page 9

LamorindaArts AlliAnce NEWSLETTER May+June - 2015

http://www.laa4art.org
http://www.laa4art.org
mailto:Klaproth%40att.net?subject=
mailto:KarenThapa%40comcast.net?subject=


Part 1 - Artist Information 

Name:     __________________________________________________________Phone:_____________________

Mailing Address:  ___________________________________________________________________________

E-mail: _________________________________________Website: ___________________________________

Medium:  _________________________________________________________________________________

Seller’s permit # (include letters): _______________________________________________________________ 
(Artists are responsible for their own sales and sales tax liability)

Do we have your permission to publish contact information with map brochure and on the LAA  Open Studio 
website? (circle Yes or No)     E-mail:   Y    N     Website:   Y    N      Phone:   Y    N

Part 2 - Studio Information

If your studio will be a host site, please provide the following information, otherwise, skip to Part 3

Studio address (Street, City, ZIP): _______________________________________________________________

Handicap access?    Y     N     Closest main street /cross street:  ________________________________________ 

Part 3 - Shared Studio Information

Do you need a studio location?   Y    N    Can you share your studio space with other artists?    Y    N  (This is likely 
to increase visitor traffic!) How many artists can you accommodate?________ What is the preferred subject mat-
ter or media?__________________________________________________ Do you already plan to join an artist 
at their studio?   Y    N    If yes, who do you plan to join?  ____________________________________________

Part 4 - Volunteer Commitment

Everyone, without exception, is expected to take part in an Open Studios 2015 committee or related job. By failing 
to do so, you risk being excluded from Open Studios publicity materials and events. In which areas would you like 
to serve? Please mark three choices. Indicate 1 for first choice, 2 for second, etc.    ____ Distribute materials to local 
merchants     ____ Publicity     ____ Central Exhibit     ____ Reception 

Pledge: I agree to abide by the entry rules of Open Studios 2015 and to volunteer for jobs and tasks that will help make 
2015 Open Studios a great event 

Artist’s signature:_________________________________________________Date:______________________

Open Studios 2015

Artist Registration Form and Contract



Registration Fee $ 50.00
Twenty FREE Map Brochures       Yes, please   ☐   No, thanks   ☐
Additional Map Brochures ($1.00 for each pack of 10 brochures) How many packs?______X $1.00 $
Will you be requesting panels to rent?      Yes, I will   ☐
Total Fee (check enclosed) $

Artist Fee Form

Open Studios 2015

Remember:

 • The registration period is May 1st to August 1st

 • Your registration form and fee must be RECEIVED by LAA by August 1st

 • Registration will not be accepted after August 1st

 • Fees are non-refundable after August 1st

 • If your LAA membership expires prior to October, you need to renew it prior to August 1st

 • Provide separate checks for your Open Studios Fee and your LAA membership renewal

 • If you are going to need panels, go to www.laa4art.org and download a request form

If you are joining LAA or renewing your LAA membership, please enclose a separate check. (Individual Artist - 
$25.00, Family - $35.00, or Donor Members over $50.00)

Make check(s) payable to Lamorinda Arts Alliance and mail with this form and the signed Registration Form 
to:

Lamorinda Arts Alliance
Open Studios 2015

P.O. Box 6804
Moraga, CA 94570-6804

Still have questions? For questions regarding registration, please contact Bill Klaproth at 925-376-0708 or  
Klaproth@att.net For questions about anything else regarding LAA Open Studios 2015, contact Karen Baden 
Thapa at 925-299-2026 or KarenThapa@comast.net
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May 1 - August 1 Applications Accepted for Open Studios 2015

May through the year Gyserville-Cloverdale Art Trail Exhibit (Joe Bologna)
May through mid-July Pamela McCauley at the Martinez Library
May 2 Reception at Harrington Gallery (Marian Harris)
May 8 “Spring It On Me” Reception at Lafayette Gallery
May 9 “Studios on the Streets” in Martinez (Terry Blair)
May 10 Mother’s Day
Through May 15 Show at Town Hall Theater Gallery
May 25 Memorial Day
Through June 13 “Transitions” at Moraga Art Gallery
June 21 Father’s Day
June 21 Summer Solstice
Through June Bay Area Studio Artists at Chimney Rock Winery
 
Upcoming.........
June 1 - 15 Submit images for Piedmont show
June 1 - 30 Lindsay Dirkx Brown Gallery Show
August 19 - 27 Piedmont Center for the Arts Show
October 10 & 11 Open Studios 2015

evenT CaLendar
Tell us what you are doing and what is going on in the 
local art community. Share information about upcom-
ing shows, exhibits, events and art projects. Photos 
and images with descriptions and credits are wel-
come and encouraged. E-mail information of interest 
you would like to share to the editor, Mark Coffey at 
LAANewsEditor@gmail.com.

Sometimes I need to fill in “empty” space in the news-
letter to make the format work. You can help. If you 
have images of your artwork that you would like to 
contribute to a newsletter library, I will use those imag-
es as necessary to format the newsletter. I can’t promise 
when or if they’ll be included. It’ll be a surprise! Send 
your images in 300 ppi with your name and a title for 
the artwork, if it has one.

The Lamorinda Arts Alliance Newsletter is published 
six times a year at the beginning of odd-numbered 
months. The deadline for submission of articles and 
images is the 15th day of the month prior to publica-
tion. We welcome your comments and suggestions for 
future issues.

LamorindaArts AlliAnce

P.O Box 6804
Moraga, CA 94570

Return address:
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