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Message

from

LAA President

We had a beautiful, warm day filled with sunshine for
our first LAA Art Show and Sale on Saturday, October
10th. Most of the artists with whom I spoke considered
it successful and worthwhile. We had a steady flow of
people through the show for most of the day. Those
who came appreciated the art and many made purchases. Karen Thapa, who coordinated the show, will have a
complete write up about this event.

LAA Art Show
A Report

and

Sale -

The new one day LAA Art Show and Sale has been
deemed a success! The weather was picture perfect,
the refreshment table was inviting and the artists were
eager to display their work. It was fun for our membership to gather together a large group of artists and their
customers in one place.

A big thank you to Karen for all of her hard work and
professionalism to make this event the success that it
was! We appreciate all that she did and did so well to
make it happen!
LAA had a strong presence at the Moraga Pear and
Wine Festival on Saturday, September 26th with three
booths. Thank you to all who participated and a special
thank you to Helen Chu-Hirschberg who coordinated
the event and made sure all the pieces of the puzzle
came together.
Be sure to take the time to read the newsletter when it
comes out bi-monthly for the many opportunities that
LAA provides for its artists. If you, as a member, have
an idea for a speaker, workshop, or exhibit opportunity,
please email me at: arganbdm@comcast.net

Donna Arganbright
LAA President
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I want to thank Donna Arganbright for coordinating
the set-up and take-down and for everything else that
she does to make LAA such a wonderful resource for
the arts in the greater Lamorinda area.

Moraga Art Gallery
“Yellowstone: Beauty, Beasts
Boneyards”

and

The Moraga Art Gallery presents “Yellowstone: Beauty,
Beasts, and Boneyards", a new exhibit featuring oil
landscapes by Orinda’s Lisa Gunn, whose imaginative
palette captures the primitive character and timelessness of Yellowstone National Park and its environs.

I also want to thank Mark Coffey for designing the banners and the postcard, George Ehrenhaft for coordinating publicity, Lisa Franklin for organizing the great
refreshments and Tamara Thompson for the postcard
distribution.

Also featured is a boldly-hued collection of one-of-akind etched tableware, handmade by guest artist Lisa
Neimeth in her studio, a converted San Francisco
chicken coop. Her work enlivens any decor, but “It is to
be used,” she says, “not just admired.”

“Boneyard One” by Lisa Gunn

Dianne Bellenger at her display

LAA has already made plans to hold the event in the
same location, the Lafayette Christian Church on
Glenside, next year on Saturday, October 8th, 2016.
Mark your calendars and plan to participate in this
great event!

Karen Thapa
LAA Art Show and Sale Coordinator
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The show, which includes work by the gallery’s 16
member artists and several guest artists, runs from
November 4th to January 9th. The public is invited to a
free reception on Saturday, November 7th from 5:00 to
7:00 pm. Use the occasion to meet the artists, sip a glass
of wine accompanied by light snacks and live music.
The gallery is located in the Rheem Shopping Center.
Through November, hours are Wednesday through
Sunday, 12:00 noon to 5:00 pm. Extended December
hours, 10:00 am to 6:00 pm daily. For more information,
visit www.moragaartgallery.com or call 925-376-5407.
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Dahlin Group Architecture Planning’s 2015 Invitational
Art Show will be held on Friday, November 20th, from
5:00 to 8:00 pm and on Saturday, November 21st, from
10:00 am to 5:00 pm. A reception to meet the artists on
Friday evening, including light hors d’oeuvres paired
with wine from a local boutique winery, kicks off the
celebration of art. On Saturday, a ceramics demonstration will be held from 1:00 to 3:00 pm.
Dahlin Group is a forty year old international architectural and planning design firm noted for hospitality,
high-rise residential, corporate campuses, civic buildings and planned communities. It is located at 5865
Owens Drive in Pleasanton, adjacent to the Dublin/
Pleasanton BART station. Ample parking is available
and art work will be available for purchase.

“Yellowstone Buffalo” by Lisa Gunn

522 Center Street in Moraga’s Rheem Shopping Center
Gallery hours are Wednesday through Sunday, noon to 5:00pm
Visit www.MoragaArtGallery.com or call 925-376-5407

Dahlin Group’s
2015 Invitational Art Show
Dahlin Group Architecture Planning is hosting its 2015
Invitational Art Show.
Four LAA members are among this year’s featured
artists including Joe Bologna, metal sculpture; Kurt
Fehlberg, ceramics; Pat Hayashi, painting and monoprints; and Lauri Moffet-Fehlberg, ceramics.
“The practice of architecture has a strong connection
to the arts. Art and the built environment naturally engage with each other and overlap. Dahlin Group looks
forward to hosting our fourth art show featuring eight
well-accomplished artists,” commented Nancy Keenan,
President.
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Town Hall Theater Gallery
“Beyond the Brush, Part 2”
Beyond the Brush is a collective of East Bay women
who gather each month to critique, share and support
one another as they grow as artists.
JoAnn Lieberman’s favorite works emphasize texture.
Starting with a canvas full of vibrant colors and textural
mediums, she adds layers with paints and collage elements, stopping to scratch, sand and peel back to reveal
the history just beneath the surface. The collages incorporate fabric, twine, magazine clippings “as well as
the odds and ends that I find everywhere.”

November+December - 2015
Roberta Welburn-Milstead’s new work is a series created without the tug of censorship, theme or title. Her
agenda was to combine color, texture and strong graphic/grid elements. “Following the premise that until a
work is completed one cannot say its best orientation,
I did not settle on its compositional orientation until it
was complete,” says Milstead. “Curiously, in every case,
I came to the outrageous revelation that every piece I
had initially intended to orient in one direction was
best suited in exactly its opposite direction.”
Judy Hirabayahsi is a mixed media artist. Envisioning
the piece and transforming the materials are equally
fascinating to Hirabayashi. “It never quite plays out the
way I expect.”

“At Home and Abroad” by JoAnn Lieberman

“Our Lady of the Citrasolv” by Judy Hirabayahsi

“Right to Left Upside Down” by Roberta Milstead
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Ann Lee Vestal has explored a variety of media. With a
BFA in Art, Vestal worked as a scientific illustrator for
the Smithsonian Institution and as a designer of books,
magazines and newspapers. After years of creating
figurative ceramic sculptures, Vestal has started painting again using mixed media techniques, colorful fluid
acrylics and collage elements.
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Carla Gelbaum
in Downtown Walnut Creek
Carla Gelbaum's "Figure (Get Set)" has been selected by
Walnut Creek Downtown for the Walnut Creek Utility
Box Art Project. She even received a stipend for her
efforts! Her painting is installed on a utility box on
the west side of N. Main Street at Lincoln Avenue in
Walnut Creek. Walk on by and have a look!
The City of Walnut Creek and Walnut Creek
Downtown collaborated recently to add artistic flair
to the core downtown. Artwork from selected artists
was transferred to vinyl wraps and adhered to the utility boxes around downtown. The wrapped boxes have
been so well received that additional boxes may also be
wrapped.
The art for the wraps was chosen by members of the
WCD board in conjunction with officials from the city’s
Bedford Gallery and will be included in the Bedford
Gallery's ongoing Public Art Walking Tours.

“Running in Circles” by Ann Vestal

Jeanie Moran studied nursing and worked as a registered nurse while taking classes in painting, color
theory and dance. When a broken hip forced early retirement, she followed her passion and looked to the
arts for her own personal healing. Moran has studied
drawing, painting, collage, printmaking, non-objective
painting and altered books.
The show runs through November 7th. The gallery is
open Monday through Friday, from 3:00 to 6:00 pm and
one hour before performances at the theater. Admission
to the gallery is free.
The Lamorinda Arts Alliance has been providing art to
Town Hall Theater Gallery for over a decade.
3535 School Street
(School Street at Moraga Road)
Lafayette, California 94549
925-283-1557
www.TownHallTheatre.com
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“Figure (Get Set)” by Carla Gelbaum
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Mark Coffey
at Orinda Library Gallery
Mark Coffey’s digital paintings will be on display at the
Orinda Library Gallery all of the month of December.
Mark’s paintings range from abstract to impressionistic
to photo-realistic and even whimsical. His interpretations usually include vibrant color although he also
paints in subtle monotones.

“Sailing Through a Field of Dreams” by Mark Coffey

Mark also paints by commission and has completed
portraits, scenes and favorite subjects for a number of
clients.
Gallery hours are Monday through Thursday, 10:00 am
to 8:00 pm; Friday and Saturday, 10:00 am to 6:00 pm;
and Sunday 1:00 to 5:00 pm. A reception will be held
Friday, December 4th from 4:00 to 5:30 pm.
“Halcyon” by Mark Coffey

Mark paints under the nom de plume of MA Clare
creating his paintings on a computer using a tablet, a
Wacom digital artist brush and Photoshop and Corel
Painter software. With the artist brush, he is able to create paintings in the style of watercolors, acrylics and
oil paints. He mimics physical paint brushes, including brush type, size, bristle nature such as stiffness and
density, and paint flow including color mixing characteristics. The completed painted image is then printed
on stretched canvas or watercolor paper by a commercial printer specializing in artist quality Giclée printing.

“Neat and Tidy” by Mark Coffey
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Mark’s email is Mark@maclare.com. More of his paintings can be seen and purchased on his website at www.
Maclare.wordpress.com

From the Cocktail Series “Old Fashion”, “Margarita”, “Martini” and “Manhattan”
by Mark Coffey
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Andrew Denman
National Tour
Andrew Denman's National touring show, "Andrew
Denman: The Modern Wild", was hanging at the Lindsay
Wildlife Experience through October 18th and will now
be opening at the Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum in
Tucson, Arizona, October 31st where it will run until
January 3rd, 2016. Andrew will be there teaching an artist workshop from October 30th to November 1st, with a
gala reception for the show scheduled for October 31st,
from 3:00 to 5:00 pm. The Society of Animal Artists, has
recognised Andrew’s work with Awards of Excellence
on three occasions. For additional information, visit
www.AndrewDenman.com/Modern_Wild

runs November 7th to December 5th. For more information about the gallery and Andrew’s show, visit www.
thegallerysbtl.co.uk/andrew-denman

“Icarus Fallen” by Andrew Denman

Bay Area Studio Artists
at Benecia Library Gallery
The Bay Area Studio Artists (BASA) will present an
Artists’ Talk and Reception Sunday, November 15th,
from 1:00 to 3:00 pm as part of their show, “Light/
Dark,” at the Marilyn Citron O’Rourke Art Gallery at
the Benicia Public Library.
They would love to have some of their artist friends attend and ask pointed questions to keep them on their
toes!

“Primary” by Andrew Denman

Andrew’s unique works celebrate the vitality of his subjects by blending both photorealist and abstract techniques in his compositions.
He will also be participating in "Drawn II", an international invitational exhibition of dry media work by artists from around the world at The Gallery at Sculpture
by the Lakes, a uniquely beautiful waterfront sculpture
park nestled in the scenic beauty of Dorset, England. In
the show, he will be featuring three drawings offering
a modern interpretation of the Icarus myth. The show
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The talk, “As Different As Night and Day,” explores the
importance of light and dark in describing the world
through art. The talk begins at 1:30 pm.
The exhibit is open through November 19th during regular library hours (Monday through Thursday, 10:00
am to 9:00 pm. and Friday through Sunday, noon to
6:00 pm). The library is located at 150 East L Street in
Benicia.
Artists represented in this show are Suzun Almquist,
Jeanette Baird, Susan Bonebakker, Ellen Reintjes,
Joanne Taeuffer, Sharon Tama and Marcy Wheeler. For
more information on the Bay Area Studio Artists, visit
the website: BayAreaStudioArtists.com.
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“Art Like a Boss”
at Jennifer Perlmutter Gallery
If you create art and plan on selling it, you are in business and you are the boss.
Ray Beldner, artist, educator and co-founder of the
stARTup Art Fair will be giving a seminar at the Jennifer
Perlmutter Gallery to discuss professional art practices
and answer questions about running your art business.
Beldner taught Art Practical, a course at UCSF for
many years. It was a 16 week course on all the practical stuff about being a professional fine artist. Pricing,
goals, marketing, studio, art world concerns, etc. Take
advantage of this opportunity to meet and hear Ray he is very well known in the Bay Area art scene and
beyond.
Over the last 19 months of operating the gallery, working with artists, collectors, outside agents and the average person that wants to buy art but does not know
where to start, has taught Jennifer Perlmutter a good
deal. All the mistakes she has made and continues to
make become valuable lessons that she is eager to pass
on to you. Get rid of the mystery and get down to business. This is a great time to get your art out in the world.
Art Like a Boss will be held at the Jennifer Perlmutter
Gallery Saturday, November 14th beginning at 3:30 pm.
Jennifer will talk about the gallery / artist relationship,
self representation and the commitment to one or both
scenarios. FloContent will be on hand to document
and talk about the value of video in your art arsenal. At
4:30 pm, Ray Beldner will begin his discussion.
Registration for this event is required in advance and the
cost is $20.00 per person. Register at the site: http://jenniferperlmuttergallery.com/product/art-like-a-boss/
The gallery is located at 3620 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette,
CA 94549 and the phone number is 925-284-1485.
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“Art of Transformation”
at Diablo Fine Art Gallery
Ishka Lha's art explores and celebrates the natural radiance inherent in all dimensions of life through the
use of neo-traditional iconography, geometry, dreams,
ritual, legend, and prophecy. Her work is a reflection of how we experience life with an attitude
of thanks, grace, and play.
Her style and subject matter represent the ability to
experience perfection as a
wondrous state of transformation, acknowledging
each phase and form of existence as part of a sacred
universal process.
Yurik Riegel's art is an intensely emotional, two-way
conversation about personal transformation, spirituality, the coming technological singularity, and the
challenge of saving ourselves from ourselves. It also
dares to whisper a positive message – heralding
the growing trends of
urban tribalism, personal
exploration, positive psychology, and global connection. His paintings
are an up-to-the-minute
reflection of our modern
struggle to know oneself
in an age of information
and globalization.
Find serenity during a hectic time with artists Ishka
Lha and Yurik Riegel during a one-day show Sunday,
November 29th, that will feature over 20 pieces of art
that can be described as inspired, or mystical, and loaded with symbols and meaning. From 2:00 to 5:00 pm
the artists will be on hand to visit and give short presentations about their work and creative philosophy.
From 5:00 to 7:00 pm will be a community gathering
with music, energy exercises, a tea ceremony, and more
activities to feel at peace during the craziest shopping
weekend of the year.
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Paula Riley Reports
on Tuscany
Paula Riley is recently back from teaching a workshop
in the Tuscany region of Italy and she wanted to share a
few highlights of that wonderful experience.

Her artist students came from across the country –
from California in the west to Massachusetts in the
east and Kentucky in-between. There was a wide range
of previous painting
experience, and quite
a few chose to paint
using ink and watercolor – a much more
“user friendly” way to
travel with paints! They
painted and played for
ten days and nights.
Friendships were made
readily. Visits included
many lovely hill-top
towns, and the larger cities of Siena and
Oriiveto. They were often overwhelmed by their beauty,
charm , and their history. Fond memories still linger.....
BELLA TUSCANY!
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Geoff Meredith and
“About Face” Workshops
Geoff Meredith is giving back to his follow veterans, teaching workshops specifically focused to their
needs and interests. He helps veterans explore portrait
painting as a way of self-expression and self-understanding, “We’re recognizing them for their service”,
said Meredith. The program, titled “About Face”, is
sponsered by The California Arts Council’s Veterans
Initiative in the Arts grant and is the first of its kind.
The workshops include interacting with other veterans,
learning acrylic painting using a conceptual approach,
and discussing the outcome of their work in a nonjudgmental, noncompetitive environment. Since no
experience is necessary, the instruction is user-friendly.
Participants are be able to just pick up a paintbrush and
express themselves. Some might even grab a Sharpie
and take to a stick figure drawing to express themselves,

During their discussions, the veterans talk about their
own interpretation of what they think a self-portrait is.
“Visual images are a great way to get them to express
how they’re feeling and how they’re feeling about themselves,” said award-winning art director John Kleber of
Walnut Creek. “They may be feeling very nervous and
self-conscious,” said Meredith.
The two-day workshops generally include about fifteen participants. The next workshops are scheduled
for November 3rd and 5th and November 17th and 19th.
Artwork produced by the veterans will be exhibited
throughout the country. (from an article by Janice De Jesus)
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David Strock
at Lafayette Art Gallery
The newest show at Lafayette Art Gallery is "Artful
Gifting,” opening November 3rd and running through
December 26th. Noted glass artist David Strock will be
the featured guest from November 3rd through 14th.
David is a Lafayette glass artist and was featured in
Sunset Magazine and Diablo Magazine. He has been a
glass artist for 14 years and was part of the American
Crafts Council exhibition at Fort Mason in July. There
will be a free reception showcasing David’s work, with
beverages and snacks, from noon to 3:00 pm on Sunday,
November 8th.
The Lafayette Art Gallery’s talented group of local
artists will also be exhibiting new works, all themed
around “Artful Gifting” and the upcoming holiday season. In addition, the annual “Holiday Boutique” opens
November 16th and runs through December 26th. Guest
artists showing jewelry, ceramics and other gift items
at the Boutique this year include Zarmine Aghazarian,
Nancy Freeman, Carla Gelbaum, Judith Hoff Brooks,
Pat Moseuk, David Morris, Jacqueline Prouox, Tamara
Thompson, Leslie Westphal and Cheryl Wolff.
Bonehead’s Barbecue is now open, sharing deck space
with the Gallery. So come on down, share a glass of
wine with the artists, then have some great Bar-B-Que
as you check out the Gallery’s new collection of affordable, high-quality paintings, ceramics, glass works,
sculpture and jewelry.
Since it’s inception in 1999, the Lafayette Art Gallery
has presented over 120 different shows of local artist’s
works and continues to extend the member artists’ expertise to dozens of community groups.
Lafayette Gallery is looking for new members, in both
2D and 3D. As a co-op gallery, all members contribute
to running of the gallery. Prospective members are juried for admittance. If interested, contact Judy Feins for
more information, at judyandrich@gmail.com
3420 Mt. Diablo Blvd. - Suite A
(Mt. Diablo Blvd. at Brown Avenue)
Lafayette, California 94549
925-284-2788
www.LafayetteArtGallery.com
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Juried Art Show Call

for

Entries

Remember - the 3rd Annual Juried Art Show is calling
for entries. An email with information and a link to the
entry form was sent to our members September 14th.
The 3rd Annual Juried Art Show presented by The
Piedmont Center for the Arts is a juried art exhibition
selected from submissions highlighting a variety of
contemporary 2-dimenional works by Bay Area artists.
Featuring original art created within the past two years,
35 pieces will be selected by guest jurors Christina
Linden, Oakland Museum of California, Associate
Curator of Art & Material Culture and Rachel Jans, San
Francisco Museum of Modern Art, Assistant Curator
of Painting and Sculpture. Cash awards of $4,000 allocated to juror-designated award winners.

Eligibility: Applicants must reside or work within
the nine countries of the Greater Bay Area including:
Alameda, Contra Costa, Marin, Napa, San Francisco,
San Mateo, Santa Clara, Solano, and Sonoma.
Submissions Online: There is a $40 entry fee. Go to
the online entry for more detailed information and
submission guidelines:
https://www.callforentry.org/festivals_unique_info.
php?ID=2686&sortby=fair_name&apply=yes
Exhibition Dates: January 9th to February 21st, 2016.
Opening Reception: Friday, January 8th, 6:00 to 8:00
pm.
Entry Deadline: Monday, November 16, 2015
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Piedmont Center for
LAA Show Wrap Up

the

Arts

Moraga Pear

and

Wine Festival

Thanks to all the artists who participated in the
Piedmont Center for the Arts Show. What a discovery
and such a wonderful venue for art. Many thanks to
Valerie Corvin who put the show together and all the
artists who participated. Five paintings sold and many
artists met and formed new friendships while gallery
sitting. It was a success all around!

Thank you to Helen Chu-Hirschberg for organizing the
Lamorinda Arts Alliance showing at the Moraga Pear
and Wine Festival. It was a beautiful day and the event
was a new venue for LAA that we hope will grow into a
great relationship with future Pear and Wine Festivals.

Photography Needed
Town Hall Theater

A Teaching Opportunity
for

Whether you are a traditional photographer, a digital
photographer or a scannographer, we need your work
for the Winter Show at Town Hall Theater. The show
will run from Saturday, December 19th to Saturday,
February 13th.

Engage As You Age is a Bay Area organization that
works with homebound and isolated seniors, providing
them with social interaction, conversation and education in an effort to slow the progression of dementia
and improve quality of life. They are looking to hire an
artist to work with a client in Pleasanton.

Exhibitors must be current members of Lamorinda
Arts Alliance. All work must have wire, D hooks and
be ready to hang. Prints over 20 x 16 must have plexi
instead of glass. Because THT holds children's classes,
no nudes, violent images or profanity are allowed.

The client is a former artist who has mild dementia and
needs someone to inspire him to reconnect to his craft.
He loved to sketch and is enthusiastic about picking up
his drawing/painting hobby once again. He has a positive spirit and will benefit from someone visiting him.

The lobby at Town Hall Theater can accommodate
about 20 - 25 pieces of work. Art larger than 20 x 16 is
preferred.

The commitment is once a week on Tuesdays or
Thursdays for two hours. A college degree and interest
in seniors is required.

If you are interested, please send your images as jpgs to
JoAnnLieberman: olabambola@sbcglobal.net

Art is the starting point for meaningful conversation
and friendship. The work is paid AND meaningful.
Engage's clients are elated to have someone visit them
and they have hired dozens of artists and art teachers
since their founding in 2008.

3535 School Street
(School Street at Moraga Road)
Lafayette, California 94549
925-283-1557
www.TownHallTheatre.com
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If this is of interesting to you, contact Benjamin Lewis,
Founder of Engage. His phone number is 415-690-6944.
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Event Calendar
Through January 3
November 4 - January 9
November 3 - Dec. 26
November 3 - 14
November 3, 5, 7 & 9
November 7
Through November 7
November 7 - Dec. 5
November 8
November 14
November 15
November 16
November 16 - Dec. 26
Through November 19
November 20 &21
November 20
November 29
December 1-31
December 4
December 16 - Feb. 13
Ongoing ..........

“Andrew Denman - The Modern Wild” at
Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum
“Yellowstone: Beauty, Beasts and Boneyards” at
Moraga Art Gallery
“Artful Gifting” at Lafayette Art Gallery
David Strock at Lafayette Art Gallery
“About Face” workshops with Geoff Meredith
Reception at Moraga Art Gallery
“Beyond the Brush, Part 2” at Town Hall Theater
Andrew Denman and “Drawn II” at The Gallery at
Sculpture by the Lake
Reception at Lafayette Art Gallery
“Art Like a Boss” at Jennifer Perlmutter Gallery
Reception at Benecia Library Gallery
Entry deadline for Piedmont Center for the Arts
juried art show
“Holiday Boutique” at Lafayette Art Gallery
BASA at Benecia Library Gallery
Invitational Art Show at Dahlin Group
Reception at Dahlin Group
“Art of Transformation” and reception at
Diablo Fine Art Gallery
Mark Coffey at Orinda Library Gallery
Reception at Orinda Library Gallery
Photography show at Town Hall Theater
Carla Gelbaum in Downtown Walnut Creek

P.O Box 6804
Moraga, CA 94570

Wishing You a
Joyous Holiday
Season with Family
and Friends

“Winter Beginnings” by Mark Coffey

Tell us what you are doing and what is going on in the
local art community. Share information about upcoming shows, exhibits, events and art projects. Photos
and images with descriptions and credits are welcome and encouraged. E-mail information of interest
you would like to share to the editor, Mark Coffey, at
LAANewsEditor@gmail.com.
Sometimes I need to fill in “empty” space in the newsletter to make the format work. You can help. If you
have images of your artwork that you would like to
contribute to a newsletter library, I will use those images as necessary to format the newsletter. I can’t promise
when or if they’ll be included. It’ll be a surprise! Send
your images in 300 ppi with your name and a title for
the artwork, if it has one.
The Lamorinda Arts Alliance Newsletter is published
six times a year at the beginning of odd-numbered
months. The deadline for submission of articles and
images is the 15th day of the month prior to publication. We welcome your comments and suggestions for
future issues.

