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The Lamorinda Arts Alliance will present a one day  
Art Show on October 10th from 10 am to 4 pm, at 
the Lafayette Christian Church, 584 Glenside Drive.  
This is a great location, near the regional trail and St. 
Mary’s Road and just down the road from the Lafayette 
Community Center. There is plenty of parking avail-
able and the meeting hall has good natural lighting for 
viewing the artwork. Please support our organization 
and stop by to see the talented group of local artists 
who will be selling their paintings, ceramics, jewelry, 
glass and photography.   

Donna Arganbright
LAA President

Congratulations to the Piedmont Center for the Arts 
Exhibit and reception. If you haven’t seen the show yet 
it runs until September 27th.

The Open Studios weekend has been changed to a one 
day art show and sale to be held on Saturday, October 
10th from 10am to 4pm. It will be held at the lovely so-
cial hall and outdoor terrace at the Lafayette Christian 
Church. Karen Baden Thapa has more information 
regarding this in the newsletter. Come by and see the 
show and sale.

LAA will be participating in the Moraga Wine and 
Pear Festival to be held at the Moraga Commons on 
Saturday, September 26th from 10am to 4pm.  Stop by 
the booth and say hello to the participating artists.  A 
strong emphasis is being placed on all of the arts this 
year by the organizers of the event.  I look forward to 
seeing all that is planned.

Pam McCauley is in the process of applying for a sec-
ond show at the Lindsay Dirkx Brown Gallery in San 
Ramon for next year.  I hope you’ve sent her photos of 
your work as requested.

As always, tell your artist friends and art lovers about 
Lamorinda Arts Alliance and encourage them to sup-
port LAA by joining.

Message froM Laa PresIdenT LaMorInda arTs aLLIance
arT saLe and show

“Moraga Creek Bridge” by George Ehrenhaft

September+October 2015

Newsletter



Moraga arT gaLLery -
“coLor, cLay & fIre”

The Moraga Art Gallery presents “Color, Clay & Fire,” 
a new show featuring the ceramics of Jacqueline Proulx 
and the dramatic light-and-color paintings by Marge 
Barta Atkins.

The work of French-Canadian artist Proulx, a resident 
of Walnut Creek, has been called “beautiful, and ab-
sorbingly fresh and fluid.” A large variety of ceramic 
objects, both decorative and functional, reveals her 
deft hand and whimsi-
cal imagination. To wit: 
a round plate adorned 
with a single long-
stemmed flower, its 
petals growing beyond 
the plate’s border; and 
a classic vase decorated 
with sprightly paint-
ing echoing Miro and 

Kandinsky. Since coming to 
California seven years ago, 
Proulx has been able to work 
with high fire and reduction, 
as well as pitfire on the San 
Francisco beach. Her latest 
production is a research with 
medium fire electric firing, 
which produces delightful 
colorful objects.  

Also featured are realistic and 
non-objective paintings by 
Castro Valley artist Atkins, 
each using interrelated shapes, 
colors and textures, includ-
ing collage, watercolor and 
acrylic to effect a spellbinding 
array of light and dark moods 
and feelings. Watercolor florals 
with dramatic light and color are her main focus al-
though she also does occasional landscapes both gen-
eral and focused down to small areas. She also likes to 
pour liquid paints and inks onto Yupo “paper” and cre-
ate collages on watercolor boards.

The show, which includes the gallery’s 16 member art-
ists and several guest artists, runs  to October 24th.

522 Center Street in Moraga’s Rheem Shopping Center
Gallery hours are Wednesday through Sunday, noon to 5:00pm

Visit www.MoragaArtGallery.com or call 925-376-5407

“The Mermaid” by Jacqueline Proulx

“Flower Bowl” by Jacqueline Proulx

“Flower Vase” 
by Jacqueline Proulx

“Breezy Matilijai” by Marge Barta Atkins
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Bay area sTudIo arTIsTs
aT MarILyn cITron o’rourke gaLLery

The Bay Area Studio Artists (BASA) are hanging 
“Light/Dark,” a show of paintings that illustrate the 
myriad ways the play of light and dark contribute to the 
success of an artwork, at the Marilyn Citron O’Rourke 
Art Gallery in the Benicia Public Library, October 10th  
to November 19th.

The group will present an Artists’ Talk and Tour of the 
exhibit at a reception Sunday, November 15th, from 1:00 
to 3:00 pm. The talk, “As Different As Night and Day,” 
explores the importance of light and dark in describing 
the world through art. The talk begins at 1:30 pm. 

Among the works on display is “Robin: A Spark in the 
Dark”, a large-scale portrait of Robin Williams, made 
up of twenty-four 10” x 10” canvases, each painted by 
a different artist. This signature piece is designed as a 
meditation on two ideas of light and dark: the light and 
dark patterns and balances that make a painting visu-
ally compelling and the lights and darks that represent 
the emotional highs and lows in our lives, epitomized 
by the well-loved comedian, who embodied the bright-
est of light as well as the darker side of reality.

The exhibit is open during regular library hours 
(Monday through Thursday, 10:00 am to 9:00 pm and 
Friday through Sunday, noon to 6:00 pm) at 150 East 
“L” Street in Benicia.

BASA is a group of LAA member artists who have been 
showing their work together since 2010. Artists repre-
sented in this show are Suzun Almquist, Jeanette Baird, 
Susan Bonebakker, Ellen Reintjes, Joanne Taeuffer, 
Sharon Tama and Marcy Wheeler.

PIedMonT cenTer for The arTs -
LaMorInda arTs aLLIance exhIBIT

Dalia Alenka
Suzun Almquist

Tamsen Armstrong
Lucy Beck

Arlynn Bloom
Linhai Cao

Mark Coffey
Helen Chu-Hirschberg

George Ehrenhaft
Susan Erickson

Judy Feins
Dorothy Gager

Carla W. Gelbaum
Lynn Glenn

Sarah Gopher
Marian Harris
Douglas Heine

Kim Homes

Roswitha Kress
Jan Lainoff
Jill Landau

Pam McCauley
Yolanda Mihic

Judy Miller
Geoffrey Meredith

Pat Moseuk
Wenda Pyman
Rashmi Rajesh

Maria Santo Stefano
Hagit Shevach Fuchs

Lorna Strotz
Kerima Swain

Joanne Taeuffer
Dee Tivenan

Polly Ziolkowski
Tony Zorich

The first Lamorinda Arts Alliance Exhibit at The 
Piedmont Center for the Arts began August 22nd and 
continues to Sunday, September 27th. We hope this will 
become an annual event. Two paintings sold at the 
opening reception!

The Gallery is open Saturdays and Sundays from noon 
to 3pm. and is located at 801 Magnolia Avenue, corner 
of Bonita Avenue, in Piedmont.  The Center is in the 
center of Piedmont across the street from Piedmont 
High School. There is plenty of free street parking on 
the weekends.

Exhibiting Artists:
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andrew denMan
aT LIndsay wILdLIfe MuseuM

Join the Lindsay Wildlife Experience for the West Coast 
premiere of “Andrew Denman: The Modern Wild,” the 
first ever national touring museum exhibition of the 
wildlife art of Andrew Denman.  Curated and directed 
by Dr. David J. Wagner, author of American Wildlife 
Art, “The Modern Wild” is a groundbreaking exhibit 
not to be missed by lovers of art and animals alike.

Born and raised in the 
Bay Area, Denman has 
gone on to build an in-
ternational reputation as 
one of the leading voices 
in his field and is pleased 
to return home and part-
ner with a local institu-
tion that  helped inspire 
his love of nature as a 
child. Thirty-five paint-
ings and drawings as well 
as preparatory studies 
and photographs depict-
ing wildlife from our own 
backyard and around the 

world will be on display from September 19th through 
October 18th, 2015 . 

In the early years of the 21st Century, amidst growing 
interest in wildlife generated by a greater need for con-
servation than ever before, popular interest in wildlife 

art continues to broaden, and with it, a new trend is 
emerging: a movement away from the literal, illustra-
tive style which typified so much of the 20th Century, 
towards a more interpretive, contemporary approach. 
Andrew Denman is at the leading edge of this evolu-
tion. His unique combination of hyperrealism with 
stylization and abstraction imbues his work with a 
strongly contemporary flavor that immediately dis-
tinguishes him from his peers. But Denman is equally 
devoted to faithfully true-to-life representations of his 
subjects and never loses sight of the source of his in-
spiration, a deep and abiding reverence for wild things 
and wild places. The result is a body of work that will 
captivate, inform, and challenge museum visitors of all 
ages.  Join the Lindsay Wildlife Experience for an in-
timate exploration of one artist’s vision of the natural 
world and step into The Modern Wild.

Denman will be giving a lecture and participating in 
conversation September 26th from 4:00 to 5:00 pm. 
Following the lecture, there will be a reception hosted 
by Diablo Fine Arts Gallery of Walnut Creek from 5:00 
to 7:00 pm.

The Lindsay Wildlife Museum is located at 931 First 
Avenue in Walnut Creek. Regular Museum Hours are 
Wednesday through Sunday, 10:00 am to 5:00 pm.

“Modern Dance” 
by Andrew Denman

“Neoclassical Bunny” by Andrew Denman

“Primary” by Andrew Denman
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Town haLL TheaTer gaLLery -
“ocTagonaL”

The newest show at the Town Hall Theater Gallery, 
“Octagonal”, features the works of eight talented mem-
bers of the Lamorinda Arts Alliance. The show will run 
through September 12th.

Suzun Almquist's acrylic paintings capture the sensitiv-
ity, emotion and sense of time inspired by her father's 
early photographs.

Mark Coffey is a digital painter painting as MA Clare.  
Using computer software and hardware, Coffey adapts 
traditional painting techniques and traditional medi-
ums and applies the color pigment to paper or canvas.

Anne Shulenberger is a sculpture, painter, mixed media 
painter and a writer.  She specializes in symbolic and 

conceptual subjects often incorporating words into her 
visual arts.

Rashmi Rajesh is passionate about recreating the beau-
tiful color that surround us every day and uses oils to 
paint her seascapes, landscapes and florals.

Pam McCauley grew up in 
a family of artists, majored 
in art and taught high 
school art but it wasn't 
until her own family was 
grown that she began to 
reconnect with her own 
muses.  McCauley started 
with watercolors but now 
prefers acrylics and oils.

Kerima Swain has been 
making art all of her life.  
After 14 years in Graphic 
Design and Art Therapy, 
she began painting in 2006.

Roswitha Kress is a plein-air painter who draws her in-
spiration from diverse sources ranging from the foot-
hills of Mt. Diablo to shoppers in open-markets.

Lisa Franklin shoots most of her photos in San Francisco 
where she says she “strives to capture the moments that 

tell the stories of who 
we are. Sometimes I 
get lucky”. She finds 
herself drawn to soli-
tude - what one exis-
tentialist refers to as 
“the glory of being 
alone”.

Gallery hours are one 
hour before each per-
formance. Due to the 

irregular performance schedule, please call 925-283-
1557 to confirm when the gallery is open.

3535 School Street
(School Street at Moraga Road)
Lafayette, California 94549
925-283-1557
www.TownHallTheatre.com

“Fishing Boat at China Camp” by Suzun Almquist

“Verde” by Mark Coffey

“Just Another Sunday” Series
by Lisa Franklin

“Sunflowers” by Pam McCauley
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oPen sTudIos canceLLaTIon

Unfortunatly, we did not get enough participants to 
make Open Studios a financially viable event this year. 
Because of this, we felt it was necessary to cancel the 
event. We needed a minimum of 35 people to make it 
feasible and only 25 artists signed up.

In place of Open Studios, we are going to have a one day 
art show and sale on October 10th, the same Saturday 
that we would have staged the Open Studios. (See re-
lated story on page 1).  

Applications for this show and sale were sent to those 
people who signed up for the Open Studios event.   
Only those artists who signed up for Open Studios 
will be able to participate this year because of available 
space. If this is a successful event, we will organize a 
similar one-day sale next year that will be open to the 
entire LAA membership.

Karen Baden Thapa
LAA Art Show Coordinator

Marian Harris is honored and thrilled to announce that 
she is a newly “Elected Member” of Audubon Artists, 
Inc. Elected Members are appointed by the Audubon 
Artists leadership after an Associate Member has jur-
ied into three exhibits, in the same medium category, 
within a six-year period.

Audubon Artists is a 
prestigious New York 
City art society which 
dates back to 1942. They 
present an annual ex-
hibition showing artist 
professionals practic-
ing in six disciplines 
(Aquamedia, Graphics/
Drawings, Collage & Mixed Media, Oils, Pastels, & 
Sculpture). In addition, Audubon Artists has fulfilled 
an ongoing commitment to the public and the artistic 
community on a national level by presenting demon-
strations by artist professionals, educational programs 
and workshops.

MarIan harrIs -
auduBon arTIsTs

LafayeTTe arT gaLLery -
“arTIsTs In acTIon”

Lafayette Gallery is looking for new members, in both 2D and 
3D. Lafayette Gallery is a co-op gallery. All members contrib-
ute to the running of the gallery, and prospective members are 
juried for admittance. If you are interested, please contact Judy 

Feins for more information, at judyandrich@gmail.com

The newest show at the Lafayette Art Gallery is titled 
"Artists in Action”. The show opens September 1st and 
runs through October 31st and focuses on action! 

Selected artists will be demonstrating their techniques 
in action at the Gallery on September 26th and 27th from 
noon to 3:00 pm, as our talented group of local artists 
showcase their works related to the theme of move-
ment, motion and gestural action.

The featured artists for 
September will be Pat 
Hayashi, creator of the 
unique and celebrated 
“Smoke Paintings,” and 
Geoffrey Meredith, whose 
popular cityscapes are 

known throughout the Bay 
Area and the Wine Country. 
There will be a FREE recep-
tion with wine and snacks 
from 5:30 to 8:00 pm on 
Friday, September 18th.

Bonehead’s Barbecue is now open, sharing deck space 
with the Gallery. Come down, have a glass of wine with 
the artists, then have some Bar-B-Que as you check 
out the Gallery’s collection of affordable, high-quality 
paintings, ceramics, glass works, sculpture and jewelry.

Since it’s inception in 1999, the Lafayette Art Gallery 
has presented over 120 shows of local artist’s works 
and continues to extend the member artists’ exper-
tise to dozens of community groups and non-profit 
organizations.

3420 Mt. Diablo Blvd. - Suite A
(Mt. Diablo Blvd. at Brown Avenue)
Lafayette, California 94549
925-284-2788
www.LafayetteArtGallery.com

“Gualala Muse” by Marian Harris
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MIra whITe -
cLasses and workshoPs

Mira White has announced her Fall classes and work-
shops. Beginning in September and continuing through 
November, Mira will 
be conducting her 
classes on drawing, 
mixed media, pastels 
and watercolor. For 
details and a com-
plete list of classes 
and workshops, con-
tact her at www.
MiraMWhite.com.

Mira will also be hav-
ing an open studio 
art party and sale 
Saturday, December 
5th from 10:00 am to 
6:00 pm at 2500 Lucy 
Lane #306, Walnut 
Creek.

carLa gILBauM -
VarIous shows

Carla will be showing at a 
number of venues in the 
coming months. She in-
vites you to come see her 
work and join her at any of 
the receptions.

She is showing “Irene” at 
the Piedmont Center for 
the Arts (see separate ar-
ticle in this newsletter) and  
is also participating as well 
in the following shows:

Pacific Art League - 668 Ramona Street in Palo Alto 
from September 4th to September 24th. The opening re-
ception is Friday, September 4th from 5:30 to 8:00 pm.

Orinda Library Gallery - 26 Orinda Way in Orinda 
from September 2nd to 
September 30th. This is 
part of the “Teachers of 
Lamorinda: Teachers 
Have Class” exhibit. 
The opening reception 
is Sunday, September 
13th from  2:00 to 4:00 
pm.

Marin Society of 
Artists - 30 Sir Francis Drake Blvd,  in Ross from 
September 19th to October 24th. The opening reception 
is Sunday, September 20th from 4:00 to 7:00 pm.

Carla’s paintings encourage 
contemplation of the won-
derful and infinite possibil-
ities of life and the universe. 
They are figurative, using a 
vibrant and bold color pal-
ette. She paints from her 
imagination, using univer-
sal and sometimes whim-
sical themes. To see more, 
visit Carla’s web site at 
www.cwgelbaum.com

“Dreaming of My Egyptian Horse”
by Carla Gilbaum

“Wren” by Carla Gilbaum

“Irene” by Carla Gilbaum

“It’s a Red World” by Mira White

“New Becoming” by Mira White

“New Figure #1” by Mira White
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Through September 12 “Octagonal” at Town Hall Theater Gallery
Through September 27 LAA Show at Piedmont Center for the Arts
Through October 24 “Color, Clay & Fire” at Moraga Art Gallery
September 1 - October 31 “Artists in Action” at Lafayette Art Gallery
September 2 - 30 Carla Gilbaum at Orinda Library Gallery
September 4 Carla Gilbaum reception at Pacific Art League
September 4 - 24 Carla Gilbaum at Pacific Art League
September 13 Carla Gilbaum Reception at Orinda Library
September 18 Reception at Lafayette Art Gallery
September 19 - October 18 Andrew Denman at Lindsay Wildlife Museum
September 19 - October 24 Carla Gilbaum at Marin Society of Artists
September 24 Carla Gilbaum Reception - Marin Society of Artists
September 26 LAA at Moraga Wine and Pear Festival
September 26 Denman Reception and Lecture at Lindsay
September 26 - 27 Artist Demonstration at Lafayette Art Gallery
October 10 LAA Art Show at Lafayette Christian Church
October 10 - November 19 Bay Area Studio Artists at O’Rourke Gallery

Upcoming ..........
November 15 Bay Area Studio Artists Reception at O’Rourke

eVenT caLendar
Tell us what you are doing and what is going on in the 
local art community. Share information about upcom-
ing shows, exhibits, events and art projects. Photos 
and images with descriptions and credits are wel-
come and encouraged. E-mail information of interest 
you would like to share to the editor, Mark Coffey, at 
LAANewsEditor@gmail.com.

Sometimes I need to fill in “empty” space in the news-
letter to make the format work. You can help. If you 
have images of your artwork that you would like to 
contribute to a newsletter library, I will use those imag-
es as necessary to format the newsletter. I can’t promise 
when or if they’ll be included. It’ll be a surprise! Send 
your images in 300 ppi with your name and a title for 
the artwork, if it has one.

The Lamorinda Arts Alliance Newsletter is published 
six times a year at the beginning of odd-numbered 
months. The deadline for submission of articles and 
images is the 15th day of the month prior to publica-
tion. We welcome your comments and suggestions for 
future issues.

P.O Box 6804
Moraga, CA 94570
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