
It was with sadness that Lamorinda Arts Alliance learned 
of the passing of Dorothy 
Davis. Joan Machado, a 
friend of Dorothy’s since 
1949 when they were both 
students at CCA, wrote 
that Dorothy passed peace-
fully in Turlock, where she 
lived to be close to her son, 
on Saturday, February 13th 
after an illness.

Joan wrote, “After graduation we reconnected when I 
returned to the Bay Area. She was the most dedicated 
artist that I have ever known. As a resident of Orinda 
for over 50 years, she and her husband raised two chil-
dren. During this time, Dorothy had many various 
freelance jobs, but never forgot her first love of paint-
ing. She always had a sketchbook with her. She did 
many landscape paintings and portraits. She excelled 
in her figure work, both in oil and watercolor. She 
loved bringing other artists together and so began the 
creation of Lamorinda Arts Alliance”

Margaret Lucas-Hill wrote, “Dorothy was a driving 
force for the recognition of the arts in Lamorinda. Her 
vision included galleries open to local artists to exhibit 
their work as well as exhibits such as Open Studios.  
She taught drawing and painting classes for all levels 
of artists at the Orinda Community Center and later at 
her home based studio where she also regularly host-
ed salons. Her tireless enthusiasm for the arts will be 
greatly missed by the art community”.

Our thoughts and condolences go out to Dorothy’s 
family and friends.
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As always, be sure to read the newsletter carefully. It 
contains information on many opportunities for our 
members. Pam McCauley will detail our exhibition 
schedule for this year, which is rich and full. Karen 
Thapa will update us on the LAA October Show which 
is replacing Open Studios.

Thank you to all of the people who work hard to make 
LAA happen. In the last newsletter I thanked our Board 
Members for their hard work. There are many others to 
thank as well, such as JoAnn Lieberman, who curates 
and hangs the wonderful shows at the Lafayette Town 
Hall. We appreciate everyone’s effort to keep art a vital 
part of our communities.

We note with sadness the passing of Dorothy Davis, 
one of the leading founders of LAA.

Donna Arganbright
LAA President
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The Lafayette Arts Alliance is pleased to announce its 
newest show, Counting to Ten featuring the paintings 
and collage work of ten local artists through April 2nd.

Jane Yuen Corich combines collage elements and paint 
to create works that are comforting, interesting, bal-
anced and mysterious. “Painting has always been an in-
cremental process. Most of the time I let one foot lead 
the other until I find a comfortable place to stand still.”

Rasmi Rajesh fell in love with pencil sketching as a 
young girl.  Though she started painting with acrylics, 
she now paints with oils which produce the warmth 
and glow evident in all her work.

Adrienne Roger’s artwork is inspired by the photos she 
takes of family, places and pets. “By using images that 
are special to me, I can personalize my creations.”

Judith Rohrer uses collage to play with color and its 
infinite possibilities. “I love color and enjoy the energy 
of its interaction with shapes and lines.” Her whimsi-
cal and spontaneous strokes of color contrast with con-
trolled patterns to create a myriad of intricate details.

Roberta Wellburn-Milstead artwork reflects her evolu-
tion from photographer to painter. “The artwork I ex-
press today is a thinly veiled layering of scratches, sym-
bols and writing that mysteriously develop and soon…
the image displays a life of its own.”

Painter Mary Spain takes her inspiration from nature 
- the golden hills of summer, the colorful foliage of au-
tumn, the peace and serenity of  Lake Tahoe.

Jan St. Onge finds a parallel between her dancing and 
the way watercolor paints dance across the paper. “Like 
meditation, watercolor is Zen-like, flowing from noth-
ing to something and then changing into something 
new.”

Ruth Stanton selects her images based on an emotional 
connection to her life experiences. The two paintings 
on display were inspired by a visit to Portland for her 
daughter’s college graduation.

Karen Thapa is a print maker who loves to take her 
drawing to a more complex level.  Thapa experiments 
with different inks and enhances the final print with 
watercolor paints.

After a 10-year hiatus, painter Deborah Graffuis re-
discovered her love of art and began taking classes.  
Graffuis uses acrylic paints, pastels, oil paints and 
acrylic gels to create the textures that add depth to her 
work.

“CounTIng To Ten” aT Town haLL 
TheaTre gaLLery

“Turning Over a New Leaf” by Rashmi Rajesh

“Balancing Act 4” and “Balancing Act 6” by Judith Rohrer

“Uncensored” by Roberta Wellburn-Milstead
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Pam McCauley reports that our Fall is going to be ex-
citing with a full schedule of opportunities for LAA 
members. First we have the Pear and Wine Festival 
in Moraga on Saturday, September 24th. Members can 

"Pear" with other members to display their art. This 
event is from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm and is a day long 
celebration of the pear with music, wine and art.

In October, we will have all the display cases at the 
Orinda Library plus on Saturday, October 8th from 
10:00 am to 6:00 pm we will have our LAA Art Show 
at the Lafayette Christian Church. This was such a suc-
cess last year under Karen Thapa that she will be ex-
panding it this year to include more artists. The display 
at the Orinda Library will be showcasing the artists in 
the LAA Art Show with examples of their art (small 
paintings can be included).

In November we take a breather so we can all paint, 
sculpt, fire, and create to get ready for our two December  
Shows. First, all of December we will be at the Lindsay 
Dirkx Brown Gallery in San Ramon. The theme this 
year is "A Celebration of our Natural World." We will 
also have the entire Orinda Library for the month of 
December. The theme for this show is "People, Places, 
and Things." Both shows will have 2D and 3D displays.  
We will be having a June call for volunteers to start or-
ganizing these two shows.

You may apply to all the shows above. The Lindsay 
Dirkx Brown and the Orinda Library Shows will have 
some "gentle" curation.

In March, Lafayette Art Gallery is showcasing a spe-
cial exhibition of new works by well-known and much-
loved Orinda ceramicist Gerry Wallace! Wallace cre-
ates both functional and sculptural pieces that she 
covers with colorful, fine line images of people and 
objects. Her unique ceramics have gathered many local 
devotees as well as serious collectors.

A reception for Gerry and her work will be held on 
Saturday, March 5th from 12:00 to 3:00 pm . The Gallery 
will be open until 6:00 pm that day. Stop by for a glass 
of wine and a snack, and meet Gerry and view her new 
works!

In addition, you can check out the Gallery’s collec-
tion of affordable, high-quality paintings, ceramics, 
glass works, sculpture and jewelry. Gallery hours are 

Tuesday through Saturday, 11:00 am to 5:00 pm and 
Sunday 11:00 am to 5:00 pm.

Since its inception in 1999, the Lafayette Art Gallery 
has presented over 120 different shows of local artist’s 
works and continues to extend the member artists’ ex-
pertise to dozens of community groups.

The Gallery is looking for new members. As a co-op, 
all members contribute to running the gallery. If inter-
ested, contact Judy Feins for information, at judyan-
drich@gmail.com

3420 Mt. Diablo Blvd. - Suite A
(Mt. Diablo Blvd. at Brown Avenue)
Lafayette, California 94549
925-284-2788
www.LafayetteArtGallery.com

Laa oCTober show 2016gerry waLLaCe aT LafayeTTe arT 
gaLLery

uPCoMIng evenTs ThIs faLL

The Courtyard at Lafayette Art Gallery

Karen Thapa writes that we have reserved the Lafayette 
Christian Church site at Glenview and St. Mary’s Road 
for Saturday October 8th, from 10:00 am to 6:00 pm.  
Please “save the date” so you can join us as we showcase 
and sell the work of our LAA artists.  We will have both 
indoor and outdoor booths as well as refreshments. In 
addition, there will be complementary central exhib-
it at the Orinda Library. Sign-ups will begin in June. 
Watch for more information.
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The Moraga Art Gallery announces a new show enti-
tled Capturing Moments of Motion highlighting paint-
ings by resident artist Josie Osolin and figurative ce-
ramic sculpture by guest artist Fred Yokel. The show 
runs from March 23rd through June 4th. There will be an 
opening reception on Saturday, March 26th from 5:00 
to 7:00 pm. The exhibit and reception are free and the 
public is invited to attend.

Josie Osolin’s abstract paintings incorporate broad 
brush strokes and a myriad of high energy colors and 
textures to create a brilliant moment in time. While in-
dividual works are distinct and unique, each reflects a 
common style incorporating the use of vibrant colors 
and abstract designs.

Specializing in abstract and nonobjective painting, the 
East Bay painter applies paint generously, using colors 
vividly; with lines that give a sense of movement that 
is filled with emotion.  Under dominate broad strokes 
of color, subtleties and complexities reveal themselves 
as layers of hidden color, textures, shadows and form. 
Also, a painting’s open spaces are just as important as 
the areas of thickest paint because they create energy 
that makes the painting thrive as a whole. Ever present 
is a sense of movement and vitality that adds an aura of 
vibrancy and sophistication to any setting, from avant-
garde to traditional.

Josie Osolin studied painting with a variety of instruc-
tors, but she has focused her development on improve-
ments in technique rather than acquisition of style. Her 
intent is to create individually inspired works, permit-
ting a personal expression that is free from the influ-
ence of either instructors or other artists.

She has exhibited at Los Lagos Estates, Granite Bay, 
Art Affaire El Dorado Hills, Sonoma Cheese Factory, 
KVIE (Public TV Station) Art Auction and the studio 
of Donald Joseph, Inc. Architect and Interior Design. 
She also does extensive commission work with clients, 
satisfying their preferences for canvas size and colors 
to complement their décor, and she has work in collec-
tions throughout the Western States.

Come meet Josie at the reception.

“CaPTurIng MoMenTs of MoTIon”  aT 
Moraga arT gaLLery

“For the Love of Lili” by Josie Osolin
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The Bay Area Studio Artists (BASA) are hanging A 
Moment Away, a show of paintings that depict the art-
ist’s favorite moments away from the routine. The show 
is at the Napa County Library, April 1st to the 31st. The 
exhibit is part of Napa County’s month-long Art in 
April celebration. BASA will present an Artists’ Talk at 
a reception Friday, April 8th, from 6:00 to 7:30 pm. 

The library is located at 580 Coombs Street in Napa. 
Hours are Monday through Thursday, 10:00 am to 9:00 
pm, Friday and Saturday, 10:00 am to 6:00 pm, and the 
library is closed Sunday.

BASA is a group of painters who have been showing 
work together since 2010. Their work is an eclectic mix 
of subject matter and styles ranging from figurative to 
landscapes, from realism to expressionism. The group 
paints together regularly and presents shows in various 
venues.

Members who are in this show are Suzun Almquist, 
Jeanette Baird, Susan Bonebakker, Ellen Reintjes, 
Joanne Taeuffer, Sharon Tama and Marcy Wheeler.

For more information on the Bay Area Studio Artists, 
see their web site at: BayAreaStudioArtists.com.

Moraga Art Gallery’s fea-
tured guest artist is Fred 
Yokel from Campbell, 
California. He calls him-
self a “figurative ceramic 
sculptor.” Blessed with a 
superb gift of observation, 
he watches people in ev-
eryday situations as they 
walk, run, dance, shoot 
hoops, do yoga, sing and 
talk. In his mind’s eye he 
takes a photograph and 
then hand-builds color-
ful stylized clay figures, 
each unique and each telling the story that captures the 
emotion of an instant in the subject’s life. Viewers of 

his exhibit, entitled Jestures, invariably respond to his 
sculptures with smiles evoked by their whimsy, color, 
texture, and even clay in the guise of wood, stone, or 
other natural material. In an appreciation of Yokel’s 
work, Ceramics Monthly Magazine wrote, “.....through 
his work, Yokel gives everyone permission to day-
dream, to escape the seriousness and responsibilities of 
everyday life.”

Ever since 2000, art lovers in Chicago, New York, and 
throughout California have been treated to numerous   
exhibits of Fred Yokel’s fanciful figures. 

522 Center Street in Moraga’s Rheem Shopping Center
Gallery hours are Wednesday through Sunday, noon to 5:00pm

Visit www.MoragaArtGallery.com or call 925-376-5407

“a MoMenT away” wITh The bay area 
sTudIo arTIsTs

“Reflections Musee d’Orsay” by Jeanette Baird

Page 5

Newsletter March+April 2016

http://www.BayAreaStudioArtists.com
http://www.MoragaArtGallery.com
http://LAA4Art.org


Wanting to parlay her passion for art, design, color and 
textiles into a career, Cynthia McLoughlin attended 
Parson's School of Design. Following graduation, she 
lived and worked in New York City for many years as 
a fashion designer. About four years ago, she rekindled 
her creative passion for painting. She has spent the 
better part of last year working on her flora and fauna 
series, loving the progression she has made with each 
painting.

After meeting an Irish street artist, street art began to 
have great influence on Cynthia’s landscape painting as 
well as her social conscience. She is using more glazes 
in her traditionally executed oil paintings that mimic 
the veils of color she uses in her aerosol paintings. She 
also is working in a more spiritual, abstract direction 
on a group of paintings that represent a voice for the 
victims of gun violence.

One of Cynthia's favorite causes is the National Ability 
Center. If you ski at the Park City Resort in Park City, 
Utah, you may have had the experience of seeing a para-
plegic in a bucket ski, or a blind person skiing down the 
slopes with one of the guides from The National Ability 
Center. The folks at the center help all kinds of people 
with disabilities to adjust to their new lifestyles and em-
brace their goals so they may live and exceed their own 
expectations.

The Center’s premier fund-raising event, Red, White & 
Snow, is celebrating its 12th year and will be held from 
March 3rd through the 5th, 2016!  You can bid on a paint-
ing Cynthia has donated to the auction. If you register in 
advance, you don't even need to be present to bid. The 
silent auction takes place from February 29th through 
March 5th, the night of the gala event. Cynthia invites 
you to "please click on the link for more information, to 
register for the auction, and to learn about this amaz-
ing, local charity.  If you are in Park City, swing by the 
center and go for a tour. It is over by the hospital, just 
follow the signs. The work they do is incredible".

Cynthia’s painting, Sunrise on the Wasatch Mountains,  
will be auctioned at this year’s “Red, White and Snow” 
event. For more information and to see how you can 
bid on her painting for a great cause, visit www.redwhi-
teandsnow.org/events/gala-and-auction/.

You can see more of Cynthia's work by visiting her blog 
at www.cynthiamcloughlin.wordpress.com

For information about the National Ability Center in 
Park City Utah, and to see how you can get involved, 
visit its web site at www.discovernac.org.

CynThIa MCLoughLIn - heLPIng oThers 
aChIeve TheIr PoTenTIaL

“Big Red” by Cynthia McLoughlin

“Salt Lake City” by Cynthia McLoughlin

“Sunrise on the Wasatch Mountains” by Cynthia McLoughlin 
will be auctioned at this year’s Red, White and Snow event to benefit 

the National Ability Center in Park City, Utah
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Mira White is conducting several classes at the Lafayette 
Studio as well as other locations in the coming months. 

An extraordinarily diversified and skillful artist, Mira 
works and teaches in oils, acrylics, pastels, watercolor 
and graphics. She puts great value on observation and 
on personal invention. Her work has won many awards 
and is represented in private collections throughout  
the U.S. and Europe.

Join Mira for an exhilarating 
adventure in contemporary 
figure painting with acrylics 
and mixed media. During 
this workshop at Hamilton 
Field in Novato,  you will 
initially work from a model. 
Focusing first on observa-
tion, then using your draw-
ings as starting points, work 
toward interpretive abstrac-
tion and multiple paint-
ing processes. Primarily for 
water based media, although pastels and oil sticks may 
be included. For continuing artists and beginners who 
have experience in figure drawing/painting.

If you love to play with materials, are tired of tradition-
al, predictable landscape painting and would like to 
move toward personal expression yet still keep a hold 
on landscape imagery, then Mira’s class in abstracting 
the landscape is for you.

Abstract means to simplify, to edit. You might alter 
color, simplify form and composition, introduce tex-
ture, go minimal with imagery, incorporate collage, 
build layers, or work on a variety of surfaces. Each of 
these variables will be introduced and developed dur-
ing Mira’s workshop in Mendocino. Both dry and wet 
media will be incorporated. Media may include water-
color, acrylic, oil pastels, oil sticks and a variety of col-
lage materials. Experience in painting is a necessity. 

For schedules and information on Mira White’s classes, 
visit her web site at www.MiraMWhite.com or e-mail 
her at MiraMWhite@earthlink.net.

Photographer  Sheila Reid  has a solo exhibition at 
Walnut Creek City Hall through March 23rd. The show 
can be viewed 8:00 am to 5:00 pm Monday through 
Friday at 1666 North Main Street, Third Floor, Walnut 
Creek. Several of Sheila’s images can also be seen at the 
Riverfront Art Gallery, 132 Petaluma Boulevard North, 
Petaluma, from March 9th to May 18th as part of the gal-
lery’s annual juried photography exhibition, Showin’ 
On The River. Gallery hours are Wednesday, Thursday 
and Sunday, 11:00 am to 6:00 pm; Friday and Saturday, 
11:00 am to 8:00 pm.  www.riverfrontartgallery.com

Kerima Swain is participating in a group exhibition, 
Art Extraordinaire at Blackhawk Gallery now to May 
1st. Kerima is also one of the curators of the show. 
Forty-two mem-
ber artists will be 
showing paintings, 
drawings, sculp-
tures, ceramics, 
photographs and 
wearable art.

B l a c k h a w k 
Gallery is lo-
cated at 3416 
Blackhawk Plaza 
Circle in Danville, 
California, in 
the  Blackhawk 
Plaza.  Gallery 
hours are Monday 
through Saturday, 10:00 am to 8:00 pm and Sunday 
11:00 am to 6:00 pm.

KerIMa swaIn aT bLaCKhawK gaLLery

sheILa reId aT waLnuT CreeK CITy haLL

MIra whITe CLasses aT The LafayeTTe 
sTudIo and beyond

“A Morning Hiker” by Kerima Swain

“Diablo Hills” by Sheila Reid

“New Figure #2” by Mira White
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Tell us what you are doing and what is going on in the 
local art community. Share information about upcom-
ing shows, exhibits, events and art projects. Photos 
and images with descriptions and credits are wel-
come and encouraged. E-mail information of interest 
you would like to share to the editor, Mark Coffey, at 
LAANewsEditor@gmail.com.

Sometimes I need to fill in “empty” space in the news-
letter to make the format work. You can help. If you 
have images of your artwork that you would like to 
contribute to a newsletter library, I will use those imag-
es as necessary to format the newsletter. I can’t promise 
when or if they’ll be included. It’ll be a surprise! Send 
your images in 300 ppi with your name and a title for 
the artwork, if it has one.

The Lamorinda Arts Alliance Newsletter is published 
six times a year at the beginning of odd-numbered 
months. The deadline for submission of articles and 
images is generally the 15th day of the month prior to 
publication. We welcome your comments and sugges-
tions for future issues.

Now to March 23 Sheila Reid at Walnut Creek City Hall
Through March Gerry Wallace at Lafayette Art Gallery
Now to April 2 Counting to Ten at Lafayette Town Hall Theatre
Now to May 1 Art Extraordinaire at Blackhawk Gallery
March 3 to March 5 Red, White and Snow fund raising event in Park   City, Utah, for the National Ability Center
March 5 Reception at Lafayette Art Gallery
March 23 to June 4 Capturing Moments of Motion at Moraga Art
 Gallery
March 26 Reception at Moraga Art Gallery
April 1 to April 31 BASA at Napa County Library
April 8 Artists’ Talk and reception at Napa County Library
September 24 Pear and Wine Festival in Moraga
October 8 LAA Art Show at Lafayette Christian Church
December LAA Art Show at Orinda Library
December LAA Art Show at Lindsay Dirkx Brown Gallery

Ongoing ..........
 Carla Gelbaum in Downtown Walnut Creek
 Mira White Workshops

evenT CaLendar

P.O. Box 6804
Moraga, CA 94570
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