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Message

from

LAA President

2016 LAA Art Show

The Lamorinda Arts Alliance is always looking for ways
to make the Arts and our Artists visible and vibrant in
our communities. We welcome input from our members for ideas and ways to make this happen. Email me
at arganbdm@comcast.net if you have suggestions that
might benefit our members. We currently are offering
several new exhibition opportunities. Read our wonderful newsletter and take advantage of the many opportunities that LAA offers our members.

and

Sale

We are in the early planning stages of our 2016 LAA Art
Show & Sale. Please mark you calendars for Saturday,
October 8th, 2016, 10:00 am until 6:00 pm!

Donna Arganbright
LAA President
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Art on display in the patio at the 2015 Art Show and Sale

The event was so successful last year that we have again
reserved the LCC (Lafayette Christian Church) on
Glenside near St. Mary’s Road. We will be offering either indoor or outdoor spaces to all current LAA members to show and sell their art work. Registration begins
on June 1st and will continue until August 1st. We should
be able to accommodate all LAA artists who apply by
the deadline. We have already reserved the large public
Moraga sign for publicity and we are on the waiting list
for the Lafayette sign. A pdf containing the prospectus, a calendar and the registration form is available for
download. The cost is
still $30.00 which is
an excellent price for
a beautiful location,
abundant parking and
the company of your
fellow LAA artists.
Click here to go to the
2016 Art Show and
Sale Prospectus and
Registration form.

Art on display inside at the 2015 Art Show and Sale
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“Porcelain Poetry / Textile Treasures”
at Moraga Art Gallery
The Moraga Art Gallery presents “Porcelain Poetry/
Textile Treasures,” a new show featuring beautifullycrafted, functional pottery by member artist Donna
Arganbright of Lafayette and a selection of vibrant
quilts created by guest artist Denise Oyama Miller.
Arganbright’s ceramic, mugs, bowls, pitchers, and trays
flow with soft lines and burst with luscious blues, greens,
and reds. Meant to be touched, taken home, and used
every day, her ceramic creations also include “attitude
figures”— vases disguised as posturing human figures,
hands on hips, and clothed in fresh, bright-hued glazes.
“Transformation” by Denise Oyama Miller

is developed with a collage made with layers of fabric.
Each has a striking personality and a deeply-felt emotion conveyed by either representational or abstract
means, or elements of both.
The show, which includes the gallery’s 16 resident
artists and several guest artists, runs from June 8th to
August 13th. A free public reception will be held on
Saturday, June 11th from 5:00 to 7:00 pm. Come to meet
the artists, sip a glass of wine and enjoy light snacks and
live music.

The art quilts of featured guest artist Miller, a resident
of Fremont, combines her love of painting and inspiration drawn from the shapes, colors, and textures of
both the natural and man-made world. Each of her
works, such as koi in a pond or a series of tree portraits,

522 Center Street in Moraga’s Rheem Shopping Center
Gallery hours are Wednesday through Sunday, noon to 5:00pm
Visit www.MoragaArtGallery.com or call 925-376-5407
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“Rialto Trees - Nightime” by Denise Oyama Miller
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Geoffrey Meredith is to be Featured Artist at the 2016
Pasadena Showcase House for the Arts.
Six recent paintings by Meredith have been purchased
by Robert Frank Designs of San Marino for their installation at the Showcase House.

This year’s house, known as Dryborough Hall when
it was built in 1918, is about 16,000 square feet, has 6
bedrooms and 5 bathrooms in addition to spacious living and dining areas. The 2-acre property includes a
horse corral, an outdoor barbecue area, pool and spa.
The Showcase will open April 17th and run through
May 15th, with parking and complimentary shuttle service at the Pasadena Rose Bowl. For tickets and more
information, go to www.PasadenaShowcase.org
To learn more about Geoffrey Meredith and see more
of his paintings, go to www.hawkoakstudios.com

“Solana Beach” by Geoffrey Meredith

Now in its 52nd year, the Pasadena Showcase House is
one of the oldest, largest, and most successful house
and garden tours in the United States. As a result of
the Showcase, donations of over $20 million have
been made in support of outstanding music and arts
programs throughout the community. In 2015 nearly
40,000 visitors toured the Showcase House.

“Kearny Street” by Geoffrey Meredith

Moraga Community Faire
Registration is open for the 2016 Moraga Community
Faire, to be held Saturday, May 14th from 11:00 am to
4:00 pm at the Rheem Valley Shopping Center. You can
still register until May 6th, when registration closes.
This is the 10th anniversary of the Faire! Returning this
year will be all the things people have come to love,
including:
Wines from our local vintners
The climbing wall and Hi-Stryker
The Jazz Band from Saint Mary’s College
Rosemarie’s Band
Great food trucks
and most importantly, YOU!

“Lombard at Chestnut” by Geoffrey Meredith
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For additional information, contact John Tamei at 925216-4476 or email JRTomei@gmail.com. Form Link.
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of

Spring” at Town Hall

Mark Coffey’s photography captures ordinary subjects
made extraordinary in the moment. “I generally take
photographs to use later as a reference for my digital
paintings,” explains Coffey. “But sometimes the photograph is a better representation of the real world and
encourages the interpretation and imagination of the
viewer.”

After painting in watercolor for many years, Lorna
Strotz discovered encaustics and is enthusiastically exploring its potential. “Encaustic is bee’s wax mixed with
a small bit of resin,” she explains. The wax and resin are
melted at a low temperature, brushed onto a wooden
surface and re-melted with a torch to fuse the materials
to the wood.” Strotz is drawn to the translucence and
extraordinary color clarity that encaustics allow.

“Heavenly Lace” by Mark Coffey

Maria SantoStefano uses traditional plein air painting traditions to capture the spirit of the magnificent
Northern California scenery and to preserve a bit of
history. SantoStefano is inspired by her group of fellow
outdoor painters who “keep me going with their camaraderie, energy and encouragement.”
“Synapse Peach” by Lorna Strotz

Lynn Glenn is an acrylic abstract painter whose work
is popular in venues throughout the San Francisco Bay
Area. “Color is delicious,” she says. “It starts everything
going. When I spread colors on my palette, I feel my
creative juices start to flow.”
JoAnn Lieberman is a mixed media artist. Her collages
incorporate original materials including magazine clippings, homemade papers and fabric as well as the “odds
and ends that I find everywhere.” Once assembled, they
present a harmoniously integrated image.
“Emeryville Marina” by Maria SantoStefano
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Sharon Tama found her inspiration for “Winter
Morning Light” when she was crossing a wooden
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bridge of a swiftly moving rain-swollen creek early one
winter morning in Calistoga. She was struck by the intensity of the natural colors created by the light and realized “This is a painting waiting to happen!”

The painting “Robin: A Spark In the Dark” depicts the
face of one of the most brilliant comics of our time,
Robin Williams.

And the painting “Albert: Imagining Reality” explores
some of the amazing thought experiments from the
brilliant mind of Albert Einstein. The piece includes a
representation of the recently discovered gravity waves,
which confirm some of his most extraordinary theories.

“Winter Morning Light” by Sharon Tama

Also featured in the show: Lauma Johnson and Cynthia
McLoughlin.

Bay Area Studio Artists Exhibit
Orinda Library

In two collaborative pieces, the group explores brilliance beyond the visual:

at

Each of the collaborative works is a portrait pieced
together from small canvases painted by individual
members of BASA. Each canvas is a small part of the
portrait, painted in an individual artist’s style. The
images combine in a cohesive whole made up of the
unique pieces.
BASA artists have been showing their work together
since 2010. Artists in the group are: Suzun Almquist,
Jeanette Baird, Susan Bonebaker, Ellen Reintjes, Sharon
Tama, Joanne Taeuffer, and Marcy Wheeler.

Brilliance, in all its forms, is the subject of the Bay Area
Studio Artists’ show, “A Different Brilliance” at the
Orinda Library through the month of May.
The seven artists in BASA express “brilliance” in different ways. The more expressive amongst the artists
use bright, saturated color and bold strokes. Those
who work more closely with realism find brilliance in
the delicate nuance of tonality in creating space and
form. The diversity adds interest and movement to the
exhibit.
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“Polar Bear in Blue Water” by Marcy Wheeler
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California Watercolor Association
Workshops
Deborah Graffuis, member of The California
Watercolor Association, has notified us of two upcoming workshops, both to be held on the Concord
Campus of California State University.
The first workshop runs four days from May 17th - 20th.
It is suitable for anyone with some familiarity with
watercolor and is titled “Atmospheric Landscape in
Watercolor”. It will be taught by award winning artist
Frank Eber whose loose style is influenced by the Old
World masters. Typical in his art are color mixes and
light that evoke nostalgia while remaining absolutely
in the present. Frank’s watercolor workshops reach
beyond technique, encouraging individual expression
and observing the elusive balance of forces that create
beauty in painting.

Jubilee Medal. In 2005, she was the first recipient of
the Federation of Canadian Artists Early Achievement
Award.
Jean Pederson’s course will open the door into the exploration of various combinations mixed media with
an emphasis on water soluble paints and mediums as
they relate to the human face and figure. We will be
exploring how everything from watercolor to gouache,
gesso, acrylics, inks, mark making tools, collage and
much more can be applied to figure painting. Emphasis
will be placed on design, personal style, live models
and class work will be part of the course.

“56 Transfixed” by Jean Pederson

“Casino Catalina” by Frank Eber

In this workshop, Frank will cover the topics of design and composition, color and lighting, positives and
negatives, simplification of shape, and atmospheric effects. The techniques learned in Frank’s workshop transcend the watercolor medium, as they are applicable to
oils, acrylics, tempera, pastels, etc. Frank breaks up his
demonstrations, thereby helping students keep up and
absorb the lessons more effectively. All Levels welcome
but some experience with watercolor recommended.
This class will include one day of plein air.
The second workshop runs four days from September
19th - 22nd. It is intended for intermediate to advanced
painters and is titled “Faces and Figures in Water
Media”. The workshop will be taught by artist and author Jean Pederson, winner of The Queen’s Diamond
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Jean Pederson has been painting for over twenty years,
balancing her strong teaching abilities and writing with
her continuing aspiration to convey her ideas in visual
form. Jean’s traditional practice includes referential
imagery of people, still life, landscape and abstraction.
In addition to watercolor, Jean uses the layering of a
variety of media to create an assortment of possibilities within her work. Although a master of watercolors,
mixed media has become an important venue for her
creative expression.
Jean has exhibited her work internationally and is
the author of “Expressive Portraits: Creative Methods
for Painting People” and “Mixed Media Painting
Workshop”. She is also a contributing editor for The
Artists Magazine.
For additional information on either course, contact
Sally Noble at Register@californiawatercolor.org.
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Ravenswood Winery

Lorna Stotz will be participating in the Art Fair at
Ravenswood Winery on May 15th from 1:00 to 4:00 pm.
It will be a day of art and wine in the beautiful Sonoma
wine country. All are welcome to view the art and sample the wine. For additional information, visit the website at www.RavenswoodWinery.com/Events.
Lorna’s connection to the winery goes back 20 years,
during which time she sold grapes to Ravenswood
for its vineyard designate bordeaux blend wine called
Pickberry, which is the name of Strotz’s vineyard.

Dee Tivenan

at

Orinda Books

Dee Tivenan is showing at Orinda Books the month of
May.
Dee started to paint at the age of 59. In her work as
a psychotherapist, she focuses on feelings and this extends into her creative works where she paints from an
emotional perspective. Brushwork and color are increasingly important tools for her to convey emotions.

Lorna was first inspired by the effects of color and light
around her. She used watercolor to express what she
saw. Over time, she has been increasingly drawn to the
mysteries and inventions possible with abstraction.
Painting with encaustic (wax and resin with pigment)
lends depth and new possibilities to her work. It can
be transparent or translucent, provide fully saturated
color, be textural or smooth, and allows for collaged
elements. The surface appearance of the wax is seductively appealing.
Strotz’s encaustic work, “Nest”, shown below, will be at
the Ravenswood Winery Show. For more information
and to see more of her work, visit www.StrotzArt.com.

“Dancing Flowers” by Dee Tivenan

Dee is drawn to nature and there’s usually a landscape
reference in her paintings. Play and spontaneity are significant elements in her work. She builds the structure
of her paintings with multiple layers, sometimes combining different mediums. Examples are watercolors
and pastels as well as oils and acrylics.
Orinda Books is located at 276 Village Square. Hours
are 10:00 am to 6:00 pm daily except Saturday when
they open at 9:00 am and Sunday when they close at
5:00 pm. Come and view her work and browse through
the wonderful selection of books.
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Orinda Library and Lindsay Dirkx
Brown Gallery Shows
We have two shows coming up in December. One at
the Orinda Library and the other at the Lindsay Dirkx
Brown Gallery in San Ramon. We will need lots of willing volunteers to help at both of these events. Some of
the things we will need help with are receiving the art
at the beginning of the show, hanging and placing the
art, creating labels and hang tags, hosting the receptions and final take down of the shows. We would love
to have you join in to help. It’s a great opportunity to
meet other artists, get to know members of the Alliance
and network. We will probably have two meetings to
get ourselves organized.
The Orinda Library Show is titled “People, Places
and Things”. The Lindsay Dirkx Brown Show is titled
“Celebrating the Natural World.” As you can see, this
covers about everything so we hope all members will
be able to participate. You can participate in one or
both shows. There will be some “gentle” curation.
If you would like to volunteer to help, please contact
Pam McCauley at pmwatercolor@gmail.com.

May+June 2016
We are particularly excited that Sherry Cullison was
selected by the City of San Ramon to be the “face” of
our exhibit at the Lindsay Dirkx Brown Gallery in
December. Her beautiful painting of a white monarch
butterfly will be representing the LAA exhibit in their
brochure.
Sherry spent her childhood in the beautiful Redwoods
of Northern California where she discovered her love
for nature. At the age of twelve her family moved to the
Bay Area. As a young teenager she loved to watch as her
Grandmother painted at her easel on the back porch of
their Walnut Creek home. Sherry dreamed of becoming an artist just like her grandmother someday. Taking
her grandmother’s creative spirit into her heart, she set
out to follow that dream.
After studying graphic arts, she was able to enjoy a
long and successful career in the publishing industry. Although Sherry is primarily self-taught, she has
recently studied art at Bay Area colleges. Using oil
pigment on canvas, she enjoys capturing the beauty
of nature just as her grandmother did so many years
ago. Nature provides the inspiration, the color and the
harmony for all her paintings. Realizing her dream
she is currently exhibiting her paintings in many cities
around the Bay Area and Northern California.

“Sculpture in the Garden” at Bancroft
Garden in Walnut Creek

“White Monarch” by Sherry Cullison
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The Ruth Bancroft Garden in Walnut Creek hosts an
annual “Sculpture in the Garden” event from mid-June
to mid-July. Information about the event is available on
the Garden’s website at www.ruthbancroftgarden.org.
This is an excellent opportunity for sculptors with outdoor work, or indoor work that can survive outdoors
amid duct and spray irrigation, to show and sell. There
is no cost to enter and a moderate split on work sold.
Sales have been very strong, due to the huge popularity
of this event, its long history and fine reputation. The
garden jury is looking for sculpture that is substantial
enough to feel like it belongs in a garden, and colorful
enough to stand out from the vegetation. Small pieces
are not appropriate there. The Bancroft Garden asks
that you share this with anyone who makes this sort of
work.
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Douglas Heine Sculpture
along the Sculpture Trail
The Sculpture “Wagner’s Ring Cycle” is an homage to a friendship between
Douglas Heine and fellow sculptor Gale Wagner. Gale works in steel and
Doug works in both steel and aluminum. While cleaning up his studio, Gale
discovered some interesting aluminum shapes that he thought Doug might
be able to put to good use. Doug found the gesture both thoughtful and very
generous since Gale could have easily sold the metal for a good sum.
Doug added new aluminum forms and the
piece emerged and
evolved with a musical
flavor to it. With Gale’s
generous gift, Doug’s
addition of circles and
the concept of recycling, the sculpture’s
name became obvious. The sculpture will
be installed along the
“Sculpture Trail”, a
year-round exhibit of
sculpture in the north“Wagner’s Ring Cycle” by Douglas Heine
ern Sonoma communities of Cloverdale and
Geyserville. Sculptures are displayed for a
year and change each May. For more information about the Sculpture Trail, visit
www.101SculptureTrail.com.
Orinda has just purchased two of Douglas
Heine’s sculptures, “Butterflies” and “Fruit
of the Aluminum”. “Butterflies” is twenty
feet tall and can be seen at the entrance to
the playground and park near the community center. A short walk away is Gale
Wagner’s “Leaping Frog in the Fountain”
at the library. “Fruit of the Aluminum”,
also twenty feet tall, is located by the new
soccer field up the hill on Wilder road.

“Fruit of the Aluminum”
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For more information on Douglas Heine,
or to see more of his liturgical art, marble
and metal sculptures, paintings, tapestries,
fountains and mixed media, visit his website at www.art13.gallery.
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Upcoming Events

Wenda Payman will be in several shows in the upcoming months. The first is the Oakland Art Association
Group Show at John Muir Hospital, May 8th to June
24th, during normal business hours at 1601 Ygnacio
Valley Road in Walnut Creek.
The second is “Primavera 2016”, the 39th Annual ADAS
Spring Art Show in the Main Rotunda in Blackhawk
Plaza, Saturday and Sunday, May 21st and 22nd during normal business hours. A reception will be held
Saturday, May 21st from 4:00 to 8:00 pm.

“Hello” by Angelica Goett

We have been notified that LAA members Angelica
Goett, Lucy Beck, Jacqueline Proulx and Wenda Pyman
are participating in the 2016 ProArts East Bay Open
Studios June 11th and 12th, from 10:00 am to 7:00 pm
at Market Hall in Jack London Square, 55 Harrison St.
in Oakland. Other members may also be in the show.
For more information about the show and to see artist
galleries and a complete list of those participating, visit
www.EBOS.ProArtsGallery.org.

“Afterglow II” by Wenda Pyman

And finally, Wenda will be participating in the 35th
Annual Walnut Creek Art & Wine Festival, June 4th and
5th, 11:00 am to 7:00 pm on Saturday and until 5:00 pm
on Sunday, at Heather Farms, 301 N. San Carlos Drive
in Walnut Creek.
Mira White will be conducting a workshop in
Mendocino at the Mendocino Art Center May 13th 15th, 9:30 am to 4:30 pm. Do you love to play with materials, tired of traditional, predictable landscape painting? Would you like to move forward toward a more
personal expression yet still keep a hold on landscape
imagery? If so, this is the workshop for you.
“Lisianthus Blossom” by Lucy Beck
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To abstract means to simplify, to edit. You might alter

Newsletter
color, simplify form and composition, introduce texture, go minimal with imagery, incorporate collage,
build layers with texture paste, work on a variety of
surfaces (panels, paper or canvas). Each of these variables will be introduced and developed during this
workshop. Both dry and wet media will be incorporated. Media may include watercolor, acrylic, oil pastels,
oil sticks in addition to a variety of collage materials.
Previous experience in painting is a necessity. For more
information visit www.MendocinoArtCenter.org.
Contemporary impressionist artist Paula Riley will
be conducting a “Bold and Beautiful Flowers” workshop August 27th and 28th from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm in
Danville. The workshop is limited to eight painters. All

May+June 2016
ings, drawings, sculptures, ceramics, photographs,
and wearable art. A free gala reception will be held on
Saturday May 7th from 5:00 to 7 pm, with wine and

hors d’oeuvre. The exhibit will be on view seven days
a week from May 6th to July 10th. Hours are Monday
through Saturday 10:00 am to 8:00 pm and Sunday
11:00 am to 6:00 pm. Blackhawk Gallery is located at
3416 Blackhawk Plaza Circle in Danville, California,
in the Blackhawk Plaza. For additional information
visit www.BlackhawkGallery.org or contact Gallery
Director Kerima Swain at Swain.Kerima@gmail.com.

Town Hall Theatre Call

for

Artists

Lamorinda Arts Alliance print makers are invited to
submit images for the next show at Town Hall Theatre
which will run from Saturday, June 4th to Saturday,
August 6th.
painting levels are welcome using the mediums of oil
and acrylic paints. Paula will begin with a demo each
morning using a fresh flower still life set-up, followed
by one-to-one instruction at the easel. The focus of the
workshop will include: learning to simplify your composition and paint shapes not things; paint in a loose
fashion to keep your paintings fresh; and the use of
color and values to create harmony in your painting.
Please contact Paula with any questions at priley921@
sbcglobal.net or call her at 925-330-3060. You may also
see more of her paintings at www.PaulaRiley.com.
Kerima Swain is participating as an exhibitor, juror
and director for the show at Blackhawk Gallery,
“Spectrum”. The ‘Spectrum’ exhibit features sculptures by guest artist Dan Good and works by forty-two
member artists. Members’ artworks include paintPage 11

All work must be framed, wired and ready to hang.
The lobby at Town Hall Theater usually accommodates
about 20 - 25 pieces of art. Work that is 16” x 20” or
larger is preferred and should have plexi rather than
glass. Smaller work may also be accepted. Because the
Theatre holds children’s classes, nudes, violent images
and profanity are not allowed.
Membership in LAA must be current. Deadline for
submission of jpgs is Friday, May 20th. Applicants will
be notified regarding their submission after that date.
Send jpgs and questions to JoAnn Lieberman at olabambola@sbcglobal.net
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Event Calendar
Now to May 15
Now to June 4
May
May
May 6
May 6 to July 10
May 8 - 24
May 13 - 15
May 14
May 15
May 17 - 20
May 21 - 22
June 1 to August 1
June 4 - 5
June 4 - August 6
June 8 to August 12
June 11 - 12
Mid-June to Mid-July
June 11
August 27 - 28
September 19 - 22
September 24
October 8
December
December
Ongoing ..........

Geoffrey Meredith at Pasadena Showcase House
Show at Town Hall Theatre Gallery
BASA at Orinda Library
Dee Tivenan at Orinda Books
Registration Deadline for Moraga Faire
“Spectrum” at Blackhawk Gallery
Wenda Payman at John Muir Hospital
Mira White workshop
Moraga Community Faire
Lorna Strotz at Ravenswood Winery
“Atmospheric Landscape in Watercolor” workshop
Wenda Payman at ADAS Spring Art Show
LAA Art Show registration
Wenda Payman at Walnut Creek Art & Wine
Print makers at Town Hall Theatre Gallery
“Porcelain Poetry/Textile Treasures” at
Moraga Art Gallery
ProArts East Bay Open Studios
“Sculpture in the Garden” at Bancroft Garden
Reception at Moraga Art Gallery
Paula Riley workshop
“Faces and Figures in Water Media” workshop
Pear and Wine Festival in Moraga
LAA Art Show and Sale
LAA Art Show at Orinda Library
LAA Art Show at Lindsay Dirkx Brown Gallery
Carla Gelbaum in Downtown Walnut Creek
Douglas Heine along the Sculpture Trail

P.O. Box 6804
Moraga, CA 94570

The Lamorinda Arts Alliance Newsletter is published
six times a year at the beginning of odd-numbered
months. The deadline for submission of articles and
images is generally the 15th day of the month prior to
publication. We welcome your comments and suggestions for future issues.

The Coffey Corner
Tell us what you are doing and what is going on in the
local art community. Share information about upcoming shows, exhibits, events and art projects. Photos
and images with descriptions and credits are welcome and encouraged. E-mail information of interest
you would like to share to the editor, Mark Coffey, at
LAANewsEditor@gmail.com.
Sometimes I need to fill in “empty” space in the newsletter to make the format work. You can help. If you
have images of your artwork that you would like to
contribute to a newsletter library, I will use those images as necessary to format the newsletter. I can’t promise
when or if they’ll be included. It’ll be a surprise! Send
your images in 300 ppi with your name and a title for
the artwork, if it has one.
Check out our Facebook page. “Like” us, share and post
your events. The Lamorinda Arts Alliance Facebook
page is here.

