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As we roll into autumn (this summer has steamed right 
along), we have several things to look forward to. On 
October 8th from 10:00 am to 6:00 pm we will have 
the LAA Art Show & Sale at 584 Glenside Dr. Come 
and bring your friends even if you aren’t participating.  
Support this event and think about joining us next year.

In October LAA will have the 3-D display cases at the 
Orinda Library to display work of the artists participat-
ing in the LAA Art Show and Sale.

In December LAA will have the entire Orinda Library 
display area which will be for all LAA Artists.

As I read through the LAA newsletter each time it is 
published, I am amazed at the many opportunities our 
artists have to exhibit and to share their work. It is won-
derful to see our members taking advantage of these 
opportunities to showcase their work and talents and 
to promote the arts.

So much is happening with the LAA right now it's hard 
to keep it all straight, but Pam McCauley manages! We 
are just now winding down a successful show at the 
McBrien Administration Building in Martinez.  They 
would like us to come back next year, have a larger 
show and a reception. A date for that show is being ne-
gotiated. We are also collecting images so we can apply 
for the 2017 show at the Lindsay Dirkx Brown Gallery. 
Our theme will be "Driven to Abstraction." Thank you 
to the many of you who sent images!

Upcoming are our 2016 shows at the Lindsay Dirkx 
Brown Gallery and the Orinda Library, both during 
December.  Our volunteers are all set to go, howev-
er we do need two more people to do the labels, one 
for each show.  Please contact pmwatercolor@gmail.
com if you are interested. We will start calling for im-
ages for both theses 
shows in mid-Oc-
tober.  The theme 
for the Lindsay 
Dirkx Brown 
Gallery show is 
"Celebrating Our 
Natural World." 
The theme for the 
Orinda Library 
Show is "People, 
Places and Things." 
Both shows will 
include 2D and 
3D art.  There is 
still time for you 
to come up with a 
masterpiece!

The beautiful painting above, “Girl in Teal Dress” by 
Nancy Robinson would be perfect for our "People, 
Places and Things" exhibit at the Orinda Library.
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Jennifer Perlmutter has arranged a great event for our 
membership. She wants all artists to see the impact 
they can have on another person by sharing their art 
and making real connections through their art. This led 
to her idea for “Represent”, a presentation and panel 
discussion with three diverse art industry experts.

Ray Beldner believes in the vitality and viability of San 
Francisco and the Bay Area as an important visual art 
center. He, along with Steve Zavattero, co-founded the 
hugely successful “stARTup Art Fair” that provides a 
new avenue for the creative longevity of the visual art-
ist, providing a marketplace that gives the artist the 
opportunity to present and sell their work directly to 
art collectors and the public on their own terms and 
keeping 100% of the sales proceeds. Ray also taught the 
class “Art Practical” at UCSF for over ten years.

For over 20 years, Heather Marx has been Principal of 
Heather Marx Art Advisory (HMxAA). She has lived, 
collected, and worked with art in both academic and 
professional contexts. She received her Masters of 
Art History from the University of California, Santa 
Barbara and worked in the flourishing Los Angeles 
and San Francisco art scenes of the 1990s. In 2001, 
she established what would ultimately become Marx 
& Zavattero, a leading contemporary gallery in San 
Francisco known for a strong, cutting edge program.

Michele Pred is an internationally exhibited artist 
who has been teaching professional practices to art-
ists for ten years. She is currently serving as an Adjunct 
Professor at California College of the Arts, where 
she teaches Professional Practices. She has led work-
shops and portfolio reviews for the Center for Cultural 
Innovation, Pro Arts Gallery, Kala Art Center, the Di 
Rosa, BayVAN and Napa Valley Arts Council.

Jennifer Perlmutter will facilitate the panel discussion 
and questions.

This is a tremendous panel with great experience and 
ideas. This event is just one of the benefits of your 
membership in the Lamorinda Arts Alliance, so don’t 
miss out, mark your calendar and attend! If you have 
friends that might be interested in the event, let them 

know about it. The public is invited, but there is a fee 
for non LAA members.

This program is sponsored by LAA and presented by 
Jennifer Perlmutter Gallery.

“Represent” will be held at Diablo Valley College, 321 
Golf Club Road, on Saturday, October 29th from 11:00 
am to 2:00 pm.

For additional information about Ray Beldner’s  
“stARTup Art Fairs” in San Francisco, Los Angeles and 
Chicago, visit www.stARTupArtFair.com

Thank you to the following people for sending images 
for us to use on our application to the Lindsay Dirkx 
Brown Gallery show in San Ramon. You are paving the 
way for the LAA to have a show there, and we are all 
grateful!

Carla Gelbaum

Dee Tivenan

Donna Arganbright

Geoffrey Meredith

Jane Corich

Judith Rohrer

Karen Thapa

Lorna Strotz

Lynn Glenn

Nancy Robinson

Pat Moseuk

Ruth McMillin

Yolanda Mihic

“rePresenT” - a PresenTaTIon and 
PaneL dIscussIon

“drIven To absTracTIon”
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The Moraga Art Gallery announces a new show, 
“Creative Contrasts", an exhibit featuring George 
Ehrenhaft’s serene watercolor paintings inspired by 
California’s incomparable outdoor world, and featured 
guest artists David and Reed Bowman’s brass and cop-
per objects, shaped and hammered, ground and sand-
ed into myriad decorative and functional works of art.

A resident of Moraga, 
Ehrenhaft is one of the gal-
lery’s members. His works, 
many of them painted on lo-
cation, depict, among other 
places, Mt. Diablo, Yosemite, 
and other less well-known 
sites between the Pacific and 
the Sierra Nevada. He calls 
himself a “visionary realist,” 
meaning that his paintings are 
typically a little visionary and a 
little realistic. Colors are often 
richer and brighter than in re-
ality; edges are softer, shapes and textures more pleas-
ing to the eye. Not at all avant garde, his work is said to 
soothe the spirit and satisfy the soul.

The featured guest artists, David and 
Reed Bowman, a father/son duo, com-
prise the David M Bowman Studio 
of Berkeley, founded in 1971. Using 
hand tools and simple machines, they 

turn copper and brass sheets and rods into distinctively 
designed vases, candle holders, sculptures, clocks, ped-
estal tables, wallpieces and more. After brazing surfaces 
with torches, they mix and apply patina chemicals, pro-
ducing a spectacular array of colors, patterns, and tex-
tures on each of their unique works.

The exhibit runs to October 22nd and includes works by 
the gallery’s 16 member artists and several guest artists.  

George Ehrenhaft, Watercolors 
Rashmi Rajesh, Oil Paintings 

Donna Arganbright, Porcelain Ceramics 
Pam McCauley, Watercolor and Oil Paintings 

Mark Coffey, Digital Painting and Photography 
Bill Klaproth, Photography 

Zarmine Aghazarian, Acrylic Painting 
Olga Jusidman, Ceramics and Silver Jewlery 

Karen Baden Thapa, Printmaking and Collage 
Garrison Broekema, Acrylic Painting 

Tamsen Armstrong, Oil Painting 
K. de Groot, Jewlery 

Maria SantoStefano, Oil Paintings on Canvas 
Hallie Strock, Printmaking , Painting and Mixed Media 

Carla W. Gelbaum, Acrylic Painting, Art Tiles 
Wenda Pyman, Photography 

Kim Homes, Oil Painting, Ceramics, Functional Ware 
Kelly Claussen, Jewlery, Gold, Silver, Stones and Glass 

Ted Arden, Mixed Media, Photography, Oils 
Steve Haggerty, Oil, Jewlery, Glass and Metal 

Paula Riley, Oil and Acrylic Painting 
Anne Shulenberger, Sculpture 

Margaret Lucas-Hill, Silk-painting 
Ruth Kolman Brophy, Painting 

Donna Brown, Woodblock, Etchings and Ceramics 
Elena Kushikova, Oil and Acrylic Paintings 

Ken Young, Photography 
Diane Walterspiel, Jewlery, Photography and Abstract Paintings

You are invited and encouraged to attend the second 
annual Lamorinda Arts Alliance Art Show & Sale 
Saturday, October 8th from 10:00 am to 6:00 pm at the 
Lafayette Christian Church, 584 Glenside Drive (at St. 
Mary’s Road and adjacent to the trail).

We have a highly talented group of 28 member artists 
who will be showing and selling their work. This is a 
great opportunity to support LAA and to meet other 
members. Check us out on Facebook and “like” our 
page, it will help give our organization more exposure.

“creaTIve conTrasTs” aT Moraga arT 
gaLLery

Laa arT shoW & saLe

522 Center Street in Moraga’s Rheem Shopping Center
Gallery hours are Wednesday through Sunday, noon to 5:00pm

Visit www.MoragaArtGallery.com or call 925-376-5407
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“The Moods of Summer” show at Town Hall Theatre 
Gallery will be up until Saturday, October 8th.

To acrylic artist Lynn Glenn, color is “delicious.” Her 
abstract paintings are an exploration of texture, line, 
shape and composition. Color is always the driving 
force. “I spread color… and I feel my creative juices 
flowing. It lights my life.”

Gail Burke is a watercolor artist who captures beauti-
ful vistas from New Mexico to Napa to Hawaii. “The 
amazing variety of skies and sunsets inspire me,” says 
Burke. The “whoosh” of paint across the wet paper al-
ways holds a surprise.

Jan St. Onge is drawn to watercolor because of the way 
“it dances across the paper. It’s sensual and mysteri-
ous… flowing from nothing to something, then chang-
ing into something new.”

After years of oil painting, Jane Yuen Corich switched 
to acrylics. “With acrylic paints and the infinite types 
of mediums, I find myself… experimenting and find-
ing the painting rather than creating from a precon-
ceived vision.”

Roswitha Kress is a pastel artist. “To convey the subtle 
colors of the landscape, pastels are the most direct of all 
the media,” says Kress. “There is no mixing of colors, 
no brush between your hand and the paper.” Her work 
is not preconceived but a spontaneous reaction to  what 
she sees and feels when surrounded by nature.  

When Deborah Graffuis resumed creating art in 1988, 
she chose oil paints. While Graffuis has worked in most 
mediums – watercolors, acrylics, pastels and mixed 
media – she finds that oils best capture the waterscapes 
that fascinate her.

“The Moods of suMMer” aT ToWn haLL 
TheaTre

“ Napa Valley Winter” by Gail Burke

“Nowhere to Go ” by Lynn Glenn

“ Giraffes” by Roswitha Kress 
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Yolanda Mihic is an acrylic mixed media artist. “Mixed 
media art allows me to create textures and juxtaposi-
tions that would not be possible with just one medium,” 
says Mihic. She also loves looking at the work of other 
artists. “Just as looking at recipes makes me want to 
cook, looking at paintings inspires me.”

Roberta Welburn-Milstead‘s mixed media work is 
designed to provoke an emotional response from the 
viewer. She often chooses topics that pertain to national 
or social inequity. There is always a word or letter dis-
guised or buried beneath layers of scratched pigment.

Town Hall Theater in Lafayette has exhibited the work 
of LAA artists for over a decade. It is a wonderful show-
case for our emerging artists. Our only responsibility 
is to keep their lobby filled with beautiful paintings, 
prints, drawings and photography.

“Off the Wall” runs from September 8th to October 1st. 
This tongue-in-cheek art exhibit will show colorful 
works of glass, fiberglass, wood, and wire, all 3d art that 
pops off the wall and can be “off the wall” in character. 
Two gigantic illuminated fiberglass fish by local artist 
Tony Zorich will be placed in the garden around the 
koi pond outside the gallery. Wire and mesh flowers 
by Dan Rider will hang on the interior of the gallery, 
Karen Olsen-Dunn will install a large ephemera sculp-
ture that will hang inside the gallery. Glass panels by 
Vivien Hart, as well as pop folk art and bird houses by 
Tim Sharman will also be shown.

An opening reception will be held Thursday, September 
8th from 7:00 to 9:00 pm. Come meet the artists and 
enjoy local wines.

On Thursday, September 15th at 7:00 pm, local glass art-
ist Vivien Hart will be speaking and explain the meth-
ods and processes she uses in her glass art. This event 
is free to attend.

Participating artists in the Lafayette Art and Wine 
Festival are invited, along with the public, to come to 
the gallery on Friday, September 16th from 6:00 to 9:00 
pm. Bring your business cards and booth location and 
kick off your festival with enthusiasm and support. You 
may bring one small painting or piece from your show 
to display on an easel in the gallery. There is limited 
space available. Wine and nibbles will be provided!

JennIfer PerLMuTTer gaLLery evenTs

“Transcend“ by Roberta Milstead
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The Bay Area Studio Artists (Suzun Almquist, Jeanette 
Baird, Susan J. Bonebakker, Ellen Reintjes, Joanne 
Taeuffer, Sharon Tama and Marcy Wheeler) will honor 
the National Park Service’s Centennial with an ex-
hibit of paintings at Orinda Books during September. 
The show features 
members’ favorite 
parks and recre-
ation areas along 
with a touch of 
fancy in the form 
of Ellen Reintjes’ 
painting of John 
Muir’s ghost.

Orinda Books is at 
276 Village Square. 
10:00 am to 6:00 pm 
daily. Saturday they 
open at 9:00 am 
and Sunday they 
close at 5:00 pm.

California Watercolor Association has announced 
two new workshops. The first is “Faces and Figures in 
Water Media” with Jean Pederson, September 19th to 
22nd. This workshop is meant to open the door into the 
exploration of various combinations of mixed media 
with emphasis on water soluble paints and mediums as 
they relate to the human face and figure. For additional 
information, click here for the workshop description.

The second workshop is “Romantic Realism / Portrait 
and Landscape in Watercolor” with Stan Miller, October 
18th to 21st. This workshop will teach how to truthfully 
see the subject, the color, shapes, textures, perspective 
and design, and then recompose to communicate the 
message and mood. For more information, click here 
to visit Stan’s website.

Mira White has a solo exhibition of encaustics and 
mixed media artworks at the Rasmussen Gallery in 
Angwin from October 15th to November 5th. A recep-
tion will be held October 15th from 7:00 to 9:00 pm.

Mira is also conducting a number of  workshops from 
now through the end of the year. Everything from in-
tensive encaustic to life drawing to soft pastels to water-
color. For more information on any of her workshops,  
contact her at MiraMWhite@earthlink.net.

basa honors The naTIonaL Park 
servIce’s cenTennIaL

uPcoMIng WorkshoPs and MeMber 
exhIbITs

“ Venice Calm” by Stan Miller

“ On Course” by Mira White 

“ Through His Eyes” by Jean Pederson

“ His Ghost Writes On” by Ellen Reintjes

Page 6

Newsletter September+October 2016

http://californiawatercolor.org/userfiles/file/workshops/2013Workshops/2013PedersonOutlines.pdf
http://stanmiller.net/
http://stanmiller.net/
mailto:MiraMWhite%40earthlink.net?subject=Classes%20and%20Workshops


Are you looking for a volunteer opportunity that draws 
on your passion for art and inspires an art interest in 
our community’s youth? Consider becoming a docent 
for Walnut Creek’s Bedford Gallery, located downtown 
in the Lesher Center for the Arts. The Gallery fea-
tures historic, modern and contemporary artists, and 
provides a number of public programs for youth and 
adults.

During the school year, Judy Hirabayashi serves as a 
docent and leads tours for children who visit the gallery 
to learn about the Bedford’s various art exhibitions. She 
likes having the opportunity to discuss the artworks 
and share basic art concepts with the students, but what 
she really loves is hearing the student comments and 
reactions to the arts - it’s always unpredictable! One of 
her favorite questions when giving a tour is:  “What do 
you think is going on in this artwork?” which is always 
followed up with “What do you see that makes you say 
that?” When the kids in Judy’s small group enthusiasti-
cally chime in for a good discussion, it makes her day.  
The tours always end with an exhibition-inspired art 
project that students really enjoy. In addition to work-
ing with children, docents also provide exhibition tours 
for adults and tours of Walnut Creek’s amazing public 
art collection!

Through Bedford Gallery’s Art in a Suitcase program, 
Judy also travels to elementary classrooms through-
out Contra Costa County with several other docents 
to help lead one-hour art workshops. They introduce 
students to color through painting, give them an op-

portunity to create books illustrating color elements 
and much more. Many students have little opportunity 
for making art, so Judy feels that her help and encour-
agement makes a significant contribution to the school 
and our cultural community. She is amazed to watch 
a child learn how to work with a paint brush and dis-
cover the power of art. And no surprise here: teachers 
really appreciate the docents visits! For Judy, there is a 
large payoff for devoting a few mornings a month dur-
ing the school year to volunteering as a Bedford Gallery 
Docent in the gallery and in schools. Please consider 
joining her!

In addition to the rewards in providing outstanding art 
education to our community, there are also personal 
perks when you are a docent! You will meet some of to-
day’s most exciting artists, learn about their technique 
and experience; go on interesting field trips to artists’ 
studios, galleries and museums; connect with other art 
lovers; learn how an art gallery works; discover your 
inner artist, and much more! 

Joining the Bedford Gallery Docent Council is easy, 
and they provide training. Just email GalleryTours@
BedfordGallery.org and the membership chairperson 
will be in touch with you shortly. The upcoming tour 
training sessions begin in October, however member-
ship is always open, and training is available for our Art 
in a Suitcase program year round.

For more information visit www.BedfordGallery.org/
Volunteer. The Lesher Center for the Arts is located at 
1601 Civic Drive in Walnut Creek. The docents and art 
lovers look forward to seeing you at Bedford Gallery 
soon!

voLunTeer as a docenT aT bedford 
gaLLery
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Tell us what you are doing and what is going on in the 
local art community. Share information about upcom-
ing shows, exhibits, events and art projects. Photos 
and images with descriptions and credits are wel-
come and encouraged. E-mail information of interest 
you would like to share to the editor, Mark Coffey, at 
LAANewsEditor@gmail.com.

The Lamorinda Arts Alliance Newsletter is published 
six times a year at the beginning of odd-numbered 
months. The deadline for submission of articles and 
images is generally the 15th day of the month prior to 
publication. We welcome your comments and sugges-
tions for future issues.

Check out our Facebook page. “Like” us, share and post 
your events. The Lamorinda Arts Alliance Facebook 
page is here. And coming soon - the new LAA website! 
We will be providing information about how you can 
post and participate in the new site.

The coffey corner

to September 18 “Evolution” at Blackhawk Gallery
September Kurt Fehlberg and Lauri Moffet at Orinda Library
September BASA ot Orinda Books
September 8 - October 1 “Off the Wall” at Jennifer Perlmutter Gallery
September 8 “Off the Wall” Reception
September 10 Fehlberg reception at Orinda Library
September 15 Vivien Hart at Jennifer Perlmutter Gallery
September 16 Lafayette Art & Wine Reception at Perlmutter
September 19 - 22 “Faces and Figures in Water Media” workshop
September 24 Pear and Wine Festival in Moraga
October LAA Display at Orinda Library Gallery
October 8 LAA Art Show and Sale
to October 8 “The Moods of Summer” at Town Hall Gallery
October 15 - November 5 Mira White at Rasmussen Gallery
to October 22 “Creative Contrasts” at Moraga Art Gallery
October 29 “Represent” Panel Discussion
December LAA Art Show at Orinda Library
December LAA Art Show at Lindsay Dirkx Brown Gallery

Ongoing .......... Carla Gelbaum in Downtown Walnut Creek
 Douglas Heine along the Sculpture Trail
 California Watercolor Association Workshops
 Mira White Workshops

evenT caLendar

P.O. Box 6804
Moraga, CA 94570
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