
LAA will have two shows in December - at the Lindsay 
Dirkx Brown Gallery in San Ramon and at the Orinda 
Library Gallery.

By now everyone has sent their images to be juried 
and excitement is building for our upcoming shows. 
Both shows will be quite large and include both 2D 
and 3D work. We are very happy to announce our two 
lead jurors, Maria SantoStefano for the Lindsay Dirkx 
Brown Show and Geoffrey Meredith for the Orinda 
Library Show. We also have a host of volunteers, in-
cluding Lynn Glenn, Ruth McMillan, Sherry Cullison, 
Geoffrey Meredith, Jan Lainoff, Carla Gelbaum, Dee 
Tivenan, Jan St. Onge and George Erhenhart to help us 
with publicity, receptions, acceptance of artwork and 
installation. We are still in need of someone to do the 
labels for both shows.

Please mark your calendars with the following re-
ception dates and times: The Lindsay Dirkx Brown, 
Saturday, December 10th from 2 to 4 pm; The Orinda 
Library, Sunday, December 4th from 2 to 4 pm.

We look forward to seeing all of you and your wonder-
ful work!
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We had a resplendent day for the second annual LAA 
Art Show and Sale. The show itself was very profes-
sional and attractive. Much appreciation goes to Karen 
Thapa who heads up the LAA Art Show and Sale and 
works on it throughout the year. Thank you Karen for 
keeping us all on our toes and for keeping all of the balls 
rolling. Thanks also goes to Bill Klaproth, our registrar 
for the event, to George Ehrenhaft who did all the on-
line work to organize the show at the Orinda Library, to 
Pam McCauley, Olga Jusidman and Diane Walterspiel 
for putting up the show, and to Mark Coffey, our editor, 
for all of his work on the website and his email “blasts” 
to keep us informed. I know Karen sent out a thank 
you to all of her committee heads. It was an effort by 
many people that helped to make this a success and a 
big thank you to all the artists who participated.

We have two exhibit opportunities coming up which 
Pam McCauley is putting together for us, both in 
December - one at the Lindsay Dirkx Brown Gallery in 
San Ramon and the other at the Orinda Library. I hope 
many of you have applied and will be participating. As 
an LAA member, please take advantage of these oppor-
tunities. Look for details for these events and others in 
this newsletter.

Our new website is up and running! If you haven’t yet 
visited the site, go to LAA4Art.org and have a look. We 
will be letting you know how you can participate on 
the site by posting your upcoming events, shows and  
other news. You may also create a gallery on the site to 
show your artwork. Members who participated in the 
LAA Art Show have already set up some galleries, so 
have a look.

This is a little early, but since this is the November/
December issue I’d like to wish Happy Holidays to all.

Message froM Laa PresIdenT Laa shows aT LIndsay dIrkx Brown 
and orInda LIBrary gaLLerIes

Donna Arganbright
LAA President
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I started painting when I was a teenager but didn’t 
pursue it seriously until becoming a student of Anne 
Marie Glover in 2004. Not only did she give me the 
techniques and confidence to advance, she introduced 
me to a dazzling local plein air style and tradition that 
captured and has held my rapt interest ever since, that 
of her mother Pam Glover, The Outsiders, Lundy and 
Louis Siegriest, and the Society of Six. 

I went on to take ‘painting on location’ classes from 
Pam Glover and three other remarkable East Bay paint-
ers, Teresa Onoda, John Finger and Suzanne D’Arcy.

Painting outdoors in California is a year-round joy and 
privilege!

The two paintings I’ve included here are ones that I 
particularly like. “Up the Hill from Nanucket” depicts 
a hilltop in Crockett and is especially meaningful to 
me because it won first prize at an Epperson Gallery 
Paint-Out, awarded by Jerry Turner, an Outside mem-
ber and one of my favorite painters. “Bancroft Bees” is a 
painting of the back buildings and beehives at Bancroft 
Gardens in Concord.

Geoffrey Meredith has painted all his life, as his mother 
was a well-known artist in Pittsburgh, PA. He majored 
in Art & Archeology at Princeton University, followed 
by post-graduate studies at The Hellenic Institute in 
Athens, Greece. Later, after receiving a Masters from 
Stanford, he embarked on a 25-year career in advertis-
ing before embracing painting full-time.

Geoff currently works in two distinctly different styles. 
One style is a 21st Century reinterpretation of the “Bay 
Area Figurative Movement” of the 1950s and ‘60s. 
Mostly landscapes, these works are grounded in rep-
resentation, then abstracted to distill form and color. 
Sometimes a painting will stay pretty representational; 
other times it will end up much more abstract. He says, 
“At some point in the process the painting takes over, 
and it goes where it wants to go.”

The other style uses as a touchstone the Abstract 
Expressionist paintings of the 1950’s and ‘60s mainly in 
New York. These are larger non-objective abstract ges-
tural works that strive to be graphic archetypes which 
can communicate across time and culture. Geoff ’s in-
terest in this format stems from his Princeton thesis on 
the nature of the creative process, and his correspon-
dence with Joan Miro and meetings and correspon-
dence with Salvador Dali that were input to that thesis.

Both styles emphasis visual impact and appeal. This 
may seem self-evident for a painting, but the approach 
is distinctly at odds with the current obsession with 
narrative which dominates the contemporary museum 
and major-gallery scene.

LIndsay dIrkx Brown show Juror 
MarIa sanTosTefano

orInda LIBrary gaLLery Juror 
geoffrey MeredITh

“Bancroft Bees” by Maria SantoStefano

“Up the Hill from the Nanucket” by Maria SantoStefano
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The Moraga Art Gallery announces “Beauty Near and 
Far,” a new exhibit featuring oil landscapes by gallery 
member Kerima Swain, whose vibrant colors and sun-
dappled landscapes transport viewers to sites around 
the world from St. Mary’s College and the Golden Gate 
to the Greek isle of Hydra and beyond.  

Kerima discovered a calling to paint a dozen years ago 
while working in graphic design and art therapy. Her 
multiple interests - dance, music, nature, travel - en-
able her to recognize rhythms of life that find their way 
into the composition, color, form, contrasts, and style 
of her ever-evocative paintings. In addition to paint-
ing, Kerima works part time as a group art and activ-
ity therapist with older adults and as a director of the 
Blackhawk Gallery. 

Geoff is represented by the Christopher Hill Galleries 
in St. Helena and in Healdsburg; by the Slate 
Contemporary Gallery in Oakland; and by the Valley 
Art Gallery in Walnut Creek. 

Author of two books and numerous magazine ar-
ticles, a keynote speaker and award-winning televi-
sion copywriter, Geoff applies his marketing skills as 
a Board Member of the Valley Art Gallery and as a 
Commissioner of the Contra Costa County Arts and 
Culture Commission.

“BeauTy near and far” aT Moraga arT 
gaLLery

“Tilden Park, Berkeley II” by Geoffrey Meredith

“Yosmite I” by Geoffrey Meredith

“Hydra, Greece No. 2” by Kerima Swain

“Rainbow Falls, Devil’s Postpile, NM” by Kerima Swain
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After more than a decade of providing free gallery space 
for the Lamorinda Arts Alliance, Town Hall Theatre 
is re-purposing its lobby. In late spring of 2017, the 
Town Hall Theatre will begin using the gallery space 
to promote classes, theater productions and display the 
framed posters from their vast archive.

Though it is a loss to the visual artists in our communi-
ty, we are grateful for Town Hall Theatre’s support over 
the years. Through their generosity, LAA has exhibited 
the works of hundreds of artists.

To celebrate our partnership, we will be having a 
Farewell Reception on Sunday, May 21st, 2017. We in-
vite all the artists who exhibited here, as well as their 
friends and family, to join us in saying “Thank You” to 
the Town Hall Theatre Company. 

It has been my honor to serve as curator for such a tal-
ented group of artists and to work with the wonderful 
people at THT. I look forward to our remaining shows.

But it’s not over yet. Town Hall Theatre Gallery Presents 
the next show, “Moving On…” featuring the works of 
nine artists from the Lamorinda Arts Alliance.

Watercolor artist Adrienne Rogers found her in-
spiration for the paintings in the show while visiting 
Rockport, a small coastal town north of Boston. Her 

paintings capture the play of 
light on the ever-changing 
sea.

Roberta Welburn-Milstead’s 
work is often influenced by 
issues of national or social 
inequities. “Evident in my 
work is a remnant of a word 
or a letter which may often be 
disguised or buried beneath 
several layers of scratched 
pigment,” she explains.

Also featured in the show is a boldly-hued collection 
of ceramics by guest artist Lesley Jensen, who grew up 
in Moraga, attended high school in Lafayette, now lives 
in Benicia and teaches ceramics at College Park High 
School and Civic Arts in Walnut Creek. Her one-of-
a-kind vessels reflect the influence of ancient Greek, 
Minoan, Hittite and Native American cultures. “The 
making of ceramics has always intrigued me,” says 
Jensen, who for thirty years has been experimenting 
with various firing techniques, including pit firing, 
saggar firing, and raku. “There’s always an element of 
surprise in seeing the effects of flame on surfaces,” she 
claims.

The show, which includes a wide variety of work by 
the gallery’s 15 member artists and several guest art-
ists, runs from October 26th to January 7th. The pub-
lic is invited to a free opening reception on Saturday, 
October 29th from 5:00 to 7:00 pm. Use the occasion to 
meet the artists and sip a glass of wine accompanied by 
light snacks and live music.

For those holiday gifts, the Moraga Art Gallery is ex-
tending its hours during  December from 10:00 am to 
6:00 pm daily.

“MovIng on ...” Changes aT Town haLL 
TheaTre

Your Friendly Curator
JoAnn Lieberman

“Prophecy” by 
Roberta Welburn-Milstead

Ceramics by Lesley Jensen

522 Center Street in Moraga’s Rheem Shopping Center
Gallery hours are Wednesday through Sunday, noon to 5:00pm

Visit www.MoragaArtGallery.com or call 925-376-5407
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Mary Spain’s oil paintings are inspired by nature. “I’ve 
always appreciated the ever-changing beauty of moun-
tains and water,” Spain explains.

Mixed media artist Jan Lainoff reaches back to her 
high school years for her inspiration for “Nevermore.” 
In her American Litrature class, Lainoff was asked to 
read a single paragraph aloud of Poe’s work but she got 
so caught up in the “drum beat rhythms and melliflu-
ous word play,” that she just kept reading and reading.

For painter Cynthia McLoughlin “nature is the thread 
that ties all my work together.” McLoughlin finds it em-
powering to translate her feelings through the bold ges-
tures and layers of both oil and acrylic paints.

Ann Vestal uses modeling paste to produce the look of 
ancient walls and reliefs made of stone. “Using acrylic 
glazes in subdued earthy colors gives the viewer the 
feeling that they are bearing witness to the rise and fall 
of long lost Egyptian dynasties,” says Vestal.

Watercolor artist Pat Moseuk, photographed the Blue 
Heron while hiking through the Florida everglades. 
Using hot press watercolor paper and layer after layer 
of color, Moseuk was able to achieve depth, texture and 
mood.

Mixed media artist JoAnn Lieberman uses layers of 
paint, paper and acrylic mediums to develop works 
that pull the viewer in to take a closer look.

Also featured in the show is mixed media artist Judy 
Bolef Miller.

“Moving On ...” runs to Saturday, December 10th. 

“Patience” by Pat Moseuk

“Ancient Manuscript” by Ann Vestal

“What’s the Angle” by Ann Vestal

Page 5

Newsletter November+December 2016

http://TownHallTheatre.com
http://LAA4Art.org


This year, artist Carla W. Gelbaum started a new series 
of acrylic paintings titled “Visual Sonatas” that encom-
pass her recollections and dreams.  They are contem-
porary paintings about love – love for family, people, 
nature, the cosmos and peace. The paintings are an ex-
pression of her imagination using exaggerated colors 
and forms, often without concern for perspective and 
the conventions of gravity. Each one is a diary that uses 
harmonious rhythms of lines, colors and shapes to cre-
ate a visual sonata about life.

There are many influences to Carla's art, including 
Joan Brown’s visual memoirs, Henri Rousseau’s fabri-
cated tales of exotic jungles and wild animals, David 
Hockney’s vibrant portraits and landscapes, the poetic 
and lyrical dream world of Marc Chagall, as well as the 
hope-filled Buddhist view of the dignity and value of 
life. Several of Carla's new paintings are on exhibit at 
the Diablo Fine Art Gallery in Walnut Creek.

The Bay Area Studio Artists will complement the 
Lafayette Library’s 2016 celebration of the National 
Park Service’s Centennial with an exhibit of paintings 
beginning Thanksgiving week.  The exhibit includes 
members’ favorite parks and recreation areas and 
showcases a 40” x 50” collaborative painting featuring a 
portrait of John Muir flanked by scenes from Yosemite.  

The Lafayette Public Art Committee will host a re-
ception on Monday, December 12th, at 6:00 pm in the 
Library’s Community Hall.  The Lafayette Library is 
located at 3491 Mt. Diablo Boulevard in downtown 
Lafayette.

BASA artists are Suzun Almquist, Jeanette Baird, Susan 
Bonebakker, Ellen Reintjes, Joanne Taeuffer, Sharon 
Tama and Marcy Wheeler.

For more about the BASA group, visit its website at 
www.BayAreaStudioArtists.com

“vIsuaL sonaTas” serIes By CarLa w. 
geLBauM

Basa BrIngs naTIonaL Park show To 
LafayeTTe LIBrary

“Winter’s First Breath at Rocky Mountain National Park” 
 by Ellen Reintjes

“Moonlight Sonata No. 1” by Carla W. Gelbaum
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The Diablo Fine Arts Gallery invites you to join them at 
their Holiday Reception, Saturday, December 3rd from 
3:00 to 7:00 pm.

A Pronto Plate Lithography Workshop is being con-
ducted by Fran Valesco, Saturday, December 3rd from 
10:00 am to 5:30 pm at Snow Studios, 3016 Filbert Street 
in Oakland. Learn to work with pronto polyester plates 
to create lithographic prints using freehand drawing 
and painting methods as well as photo imagery. For in-
formation, contact Fran at FValesco@gmail.com.

Ruth Kolman Brophy announces that in November 
and December, she will be showing paintings at the 
Lafayette Theater gallery and she has her artwork 
adorning a utility box in front of Safeway in Walnut 
Creek. See her work at RuthKolmanBrophy.com.

“If Walls Could Talk”, runs through December 3rd at the 
Jennifer Perlmutter Gallery. Artists Shannon Kaye and 
Margaret Timbrell present an exhibit worthy of con-
templation. Our family lives, memories, and current 
state of busy-ness is reflected in their art. Beautifully 
painted and with cursive that would make Sister Mary 
proud, Shannon’s 8’ panels composed of life’s lessons, 
thoughts, meditations and meaning, draw you in to 
read bits of a story that seem familiar. Margaret’s hu-
morous auto-correct fails embroidered on vintage pat-
terns, also familiar, have us laughing at ourselves and 
the speed at which we communicate. This exhibit will 
have you wondering... if walls could talk, what would 
yours say?

An artist reception for will be held November 10th from 
6:00 to 8:00 pm.

Join artist and teacher, Paula Riley, to paint and to visit 
several sites in the beautiful Dordogne region of France.

We will stay at Le Vieux Couvent, where the grounds 
are beautiful, the rooms quaint and comfortable, and 
the food is French Country delicious!  We will visit 
charming local villages and maybe sunflower fields in 
full bloom! Paula will demo in oils on site and provide 
lots of one-on-one easel time. The focus of painting will 
be to capture the simple beauty that abounds and to 
integrate light and color into your paintings. There is 
a well-lit studio available for your use at all times. The 
owners, Bill and Corrine, are retiring in 2018 - so this 
is the last chance to experience their warm hospitality 
and their magical place!

The trip is August 2nd to the 12th, 2017. Cost is $3600 
and includes lodging, most meals, all excursions and 
transportation from Toulouse airport. Space is limited 
to 12 painter particpants.  All painting levels are wel-
come, using oil or acrylic paints.

For more information or to sign up, visit her website 
at www.paulariley.com or contact Paula at priley921@
sbcglobal.net or (925) 330-3060.

uPCoMIng workshoPs and exhIBITsfoLLow your BLIss To franCe wITh 
PauLa rILey

1535 Palos Verdes Mall in Walnut Creek (at Lunardi’s Shopping Center)
Gallery hours are Wednesday through Saturday from 11:00 to 5:00 pm

Call 925-933-4278
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Tell us what you are doing and what is going on in the 
local art community. Share information about upcom-
ing shows, exhibits, events and art projects. Photos and 
images with descriptions and credits are welcome and 
encouraged. E-mail information of interest you would 
like to share to the editor, Mark Coffey, at Editor@
LAA4Art.org.

The Lamorinda Arts Alliance Newsletter is published 
six times a year at the beginning of odd-numbered 
months. The deadline for submission of articles and 
images is generally the 15th day of the month prior to 
publication. We welcome your comments and sugges-
tions for future issues.

Check out our Facebook page. “Like” us, share and post 
your events. The Lamorinda Arts Alliance Facebook 
page is here. And coming soon - the new LAA website! 
We will be providing information about how you can 
post and participate in the new site.

The Coffey Corner

to September 18 “Evolution” at Blackhawk Gallery
October 29 “Represent” Panel Discussion
October 29 Reception at Moraga Art Galllery
to November 5 Mira White at Rasmussen Gallery
November 10 Reception at Jennifer Perlmutter Gallery
November 20 - December BASA at Lafayette Library
to December 3 “If Walls Could Talk” at Jennifer Perlmutter Gallery
December LAA Art Show at Orinda Library
December LAA Art Show at Lindsay Dirkx Brown Gallery
December 3 Holiday Reception at Diablo Fine Art Gallery
December 3 Pronto Plate Workshop
December 4 LAA Reception at Orinda Library
December 10 LAA Reception at Lindsay Dirkx Brown Gallery
December 12 BASA / Lafayette Reception
December 17 Deadline for  next newsletter
to January 7 “Beauty Near and Far” at Moraga Art Gallery

May 21 Farewell Reception at Town Hall Theatre

Ongoing .......... Carla Gelbaum in Downtown Walnut Creek
 Ruth Kolman Brophy in Downtown Walnut Creek
 Douglas Heine along the Sculpture Trail
 California Watercolor Association Workshops
 Mira White Workshops

evenT CaLendar

“Winter Beginnings” by Mark Coffey

Wishing You a 
Joyous Holiday 

Season with Family 
and Friends

P.O. Box 6804
Moraga, CA 94570
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