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Rashmi Rajesh will be coordinating our third annual 
LAA Art Show & Sale on Saturday, October 14th at the 
Lafayette Christian Church.

Applications for the show are being accepted now and 
will be accepted until Tuesday, August 1st. If you are 
planning to participate, mail your application as soon 
as possible because set-up locations and table pref-
erences will be provided on a first come, first served 
basis. We’ve had a great turnout in the past and hope to 
have another successful show this year. Guests have ap-
preciated seeing all the artists in one location. Both the 
indoor and outdoor spots are beautiful and you will be 
notified in early August of your table choice based on 
the postmark on your application.

If you need the entry form and other details, the forms 
are available here.

If you have questions, contact Rashmi at rashraj48@
gmail.com or 408-410-6883.

The third annual LAA Art Show and Sale is coming up 
on Saturday, October 14th. Applications are now being 
accepted. Join our LAA artists at this beautiful setting 
and successful show and sale.

“Halcyon Days” at the Diablo Fine Arts Gallery in 
Walnut Creek will be showing from Tuesday, July 11th 
through Saturday, August 5th. Stop by to see the work of 
our many LAA artists who are participating.

The reception for the exhibit, “Art to Soothe the Soul”, 
at the Piedmont Center for the Arts was lovely and well 
attended. We had beautiful piano music by Michael 
Granat. Two of the artists shared how they created their 
work. Thank you to Karen Thapa for all her work in 
putting this show together, to Pam McCauley for jury-
ing the show and to Rashmi Rajesh for organizing the 
reception.

On May 21st we had a farewell reception to end the era 
of LAA exhibits at The Town Hall Theater in Lafayette.  
Thanks and appreciation were expressed to JoAnn 
Lieberman for all her years of curating the shows, and 
to both her and her husband for all the years of hanging 
the shows.

I hope as always, that you will be able to join LAA in 
the many different opportunities that it offers you. See 
you at an upcoming reception. Art is alive and well in 
Lamorinda!

Message froM Laa PresIdenT

Donna Arganbright
LAA President
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The Lamorinda Arts Alliance is sponsoring a Summer 
Show titled “Halcyon Days” at the Diablo Fine Art 
Gallery in Walnut Creek that opens on Tuesday, July 
11th. The show will run through Saturday, August 5th.

“Halcyon Days” refers to a period of peace and calm, 
something we could all use. The artists reflect on this 
idea in a variety of media including paintings, photog-
raphy, sculpture and ceramics. Unique jewelry is also a 
feature of the gallery show.

The jurors for the show are Judy Bolef Miller and 
Margaret Lucas-Hill. Miller and Lucas-Hill are both 

local artists and co-owners of the Diablo Fine Art 
Gallery.

An artist reception will be held Thursday, July 13th from 
5:30 to 8:00 pm.  Join us, visit with the artists, and enjoy 
appetizers and beverages while you browse our presen-
tation of the artwork.

Laa suMMer show “haLcyon days” aT 
dIabLo fIne arT gaLLery

“Halcyon” by Mark Coffey

“Grangers Pier” by Sylvia Fones

“Red Happy House” by Jan St. Onge

A Turquoise Planter by Lucia Tsang
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We had a fun party at the Piedmont Center for the Arts 
reception on May 26th. Michael Grannat played some 
wonderful jazz and classical combos on their grand 
piano and he included some of this own compositions.  
The 1907 building has tall ceilings, good lighting and 
a classy ambience. Our artwork looked lovely on the 
walls. Don Fones and Marian Harris poured the wine 
and Rashmi Rajesh organized a lovely and delicious 
food table. Thanks to all of the volunteers who set up 
the show, staffed the open gallery hours and organized 
the reception. It was a team effort and LAA members 
are especially generous with their time.

Karen Baden Thapa
VP of Exhibitions

Artists Participating in the 
Summer Show - Halcyon Days

Jacqueline Proulx  -  Ceramics

Lucia Tsang  -  Ceramics

Jennifer Granat  -  Oil Painting

Lynn Edwards Haggerty  -  Oil Painting

Margie Caldwell-Gill  -  Mixed Media

Michelle Mattea  -  Photography

Sylvia Fones  -  Oil and Pastel Painting

Linda Geniesse  -  Oil Painting

Ruth Kolman Brophy  -  Acrylic Painting

Cindy Whitchurch  -  Fused Glass

Rashmi Rajesh  -  Oil and Acrylic Painting

Hallie Strock  -  Linocut

Jan St. Onge  -  Watercolor

Donna Arganbright  -  Ceramics

Mark Coffey  -  Digital Painting

Karen Baden-Thapa  -  Printmaking

Pamela McCauley  -  Acrylic Painting

Wenda Pyman  -  Photography

Suxanne Rempp  -  Mixed Media

Sandra Berkson  -  Acrylic Painting

Carolyn WarmSun  -  Acrylic Painting

Terry Blair  -  Fabrics

If you haven’t had a chance to visit the Diablo Fine Art 
Gallery, here is a great opportunity to see this beautiful 
venue. It’s a lovely gallery with great art.

greaT recePTIon aT The PIedMonT show

1535 Palos Verdes Mall in Walnut Creek (at Lunardi’s Shopping Center)
Gallery hours are Tuesday through Saturday from 11:00 am to 5:00 pm

Call 925-933-4278 Michael Grannat at the piano - it was great!

Marian Harris gave a presentation at the reception
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The Moraga Art Gallery announces a new show enti-
tled “East-West Portal,” signifying the contrast of cul-
tures embodied in the collages of resident artist Pamela 
Murray and jewelry by guest artist Jyotsna Singh. The 
show runs from August 16th through October 21st.  

Having been an artist and 
teacher for twenty years, 
Pamela Murray has worked 
in numerous mediums and 
styles, focusing mostly on 
texture and color. Recently 
drawn to the delights of col-
lage, she uses fragments of 
colored paper as the “brush 
strokes” typical of more tra-
ditional artists. “It’s like a 
puzzle,” she claims, “with lots of license to ‘re-phrase,’ 
or ‘translate’ images in order to create generally busy 

and playful, yet structured and precise, eye-catching 
collages”.

Galleries from Carmel to Berkeley and beyond have 
shown her work. Along with collages, her paintings, 
prints and drawings hang in collections throughout the 
world.

Jyotsna Singh’s fasci-
nation with jewelry is 
rooted in three gen-
erations of her own 
family’s tradition 
of crafting magnifi-
cent jewelry. Under 
the brand name 
Manjusha, meaning “treasure chest of jewels,” her new 
collection of fusion jewelry blends contemporary tastes 
with generations of intricate design. She uses semi-pre-
cious stones set in 22K gold plated sterling silver ma-
terials that enable a woman of any age and lifestyle to 
make a bold and confident statement of her uniqueness 
and social savoir faire. Jyotsna’s work is inspired by the 
beauty of the royal Jadau designs, the ancient art of em-
bedded stones and calls to mind a bygone era of royal 
palaces and princely extravagance.

There will be an opening reception on Saturday, August 
19th from 5:00 to 7:00 pm.  

“easT-wesT PorTaL” aT Moraga arT 
gaLLery

522 Center Street in Moraga’s Rheem Shopping Center
Gallery hours are Wednesday through Sunday, noon to 5:00pm

Visit www.MoragaArtGallery.com or call 925-376-5407

“Al Mare” by Pamela Murray

“Camille” by Pamela Murray

Jewelry by Jyotsna Singh
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Joe Bologna and Patricia Vader recently installed their 
sculpture “Space Glow” in downtown Fremont at the 
corner of Capitol Avenue and Fremont Boulevard. It 
is the city’s second-ever rotating public art installation.

The 12-foot-tall sculpture looks like a metallic bouquet 
of flowers by day and a glowing spaceship by night. It 
is made partly out of recycled aluminum and steel. The 
sculpture is the second piece of public art to be featured 
at that location and will be on display for two years. 
It replaces “Heartfullness,” a welded-steel sculpture 
shaped like a heart by Katy Boynton.

In sunlight, the sculpture resembles a metallic bouquet 
with aluminum colanders, bike rims and stainless steel 
cutlery holders forming the body and flower petals. The 
petals are attached to flexible conduit stems mounted 
on a rusty water heater base with attached fins, which 
makes it look like a rocket.

At night the sculpture’s flowers glow in five LED colors, 
giving the work an other worldly aura.

“In our vision it was something that came flying in from 
outer space and kind of stationed itself,” said Vader.

Vader said she and Bologna created the piece over the 
course of a few months in 2015 and previously dis-
played it at the Ruth Bancroft Garden in Walnut Creek.

In its call for artists’ submissions last fall, the Fremont 
Art Review Board chose a theme of metamorphosis to 
represent the changes transforming downtown into a 
vibrant social gathering hub.

Vader said she hopes people will see the sculpture as a 
playful piece of art.

“With the lights on, those are quite spectacular at night 
because it glows in those aluminum colanders, so I 
hope it just gives them a little pang of joy in looking at 
it,” she said.

“Space Glow” beat out 19 other art submissions, al-
though another Vader work called “Butterfly” was 
picked as an alternate.

Vader said she believes public art not only enhances a 
city’s physical space but also can serve as an economic 
driver by attracting residents and visitors.

“It just makes it much more interesting,” she said. “If 
you walk along the street and the street has several 
pieces of art along it, it makes you pause and wonder 
and see how it fits there. Art always does that.”

She added that such conspicuous installations can 
bring people closer to art in their daily lives.

“It allows people to develop maybe a different way of 
looking at things, and enjoying them,” she said.

Joe boLogna

“Space Glow” by Joe Bologna and Patricia Vader

Don’t Forget -
The Deadline to Apply for the 
Third Annual LAA Art Show & 

Sale is Tuesday, August 1st.

Page 5

Newsletter July+August 2017

http://LAA4Art.org


Wenda Pyman will be in a solo show, "Intercepting 
Light”, showing some of her newer images through the 
entire month of July at the Moraga Public Library, lo-
cated at 1500 St. Mary’s Road in Moraga. Her work can 
be viewed during regular library hours. 
Wenda will also be exhibiting in the Oakland Art 
Association Photography Group Show at the Rockridge 
Library, 5366 College Avenue in Oakland, for the 
month of July.

Internationally recognized California artist Andrew 
Denman will be having a solo exhibition, “Andrew 
Denman: A Different Animal,” at Astoria Fine Art in 
Jackson Hole, Wyoming, July 21st through July 31st. 
You can have a guided walkthrough of the exhibition 
at the gallery or see it streaming on Facebook Live on 
July 22nd at 11:00 am Mountain Time. The interactive 
event will allow participants online and in person to 
ask questions of the artist as he discusses his latest body 
of work.

The exhibition will showcase eighteen new paintings 
exploring animals in a symbolic and conceptual con-
text, presenting the wildlife we think we know with a 
mix of reverence and whimsy that is contemporary, 
bold, and uniquely Denman. Subjects range from wild 

“andrew denMan: a dIfferenT anIMaL”wenda PyMan aT Moraga LIbrary

“Reflections, Merced River, Yosemite” by Wenda Pyman

“Moonrise - Mammoth” by Wenda Pyman

“Totem II - Stacked Harris Hawks” by Andrew Denman
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animals to familiar domestics, some presented as iconic 
and dizzying totems, others against backdrops of fanci-
ful patterns, and still more with dramatic incorpora-
tions of precious metal leaf. This will be the largest col-
lection of new work Denman has assembled for a single 
event since 2008, and he is pleased to see it premier at 
Astoria Fine Art, one of the top venues for wildlife art 
in the country.

Denman is an award-winning member of the Society of 
Animal Artists and the International Guild of Realism. 
He has participated in international ensemble exhibi-
tions at the National Museum of Wildlife Art (NMWA) 
in Jackson, Wyoming, the Leigh Yawkey Woodson Art 
Museum (LYWAM) in Wisconsin, the Hiram Blauvelt 
Art Museum in New Jersey, the Wildlife Experience 
Museum in Colorado, the Oakland Museum of 
California, and the Nature in Art Museum near 
Gloucestershire, England. Most recently, he completed 
the coast to coast tour of his traveling solo museum ex-
hibition, “Andrew Denman: The Modern Wild,” which 
was curated and directed by Dr. David J. Wagner, au-
thor of “American Wildlife Art”. Denman’s work can be 

found in the collections of the NMWA, LYWAM, and 
the Nature in Art Museum.

Astoria Fine Art is located at 35 East Deloney, Jackson, 
Wyoming, on the historic Jackson Hole town square.   
Regular Gallery hours are Monday through Saturday, 
10:00 am to 6:00 pm and Sunday 11:00 am to 5:00 pm.

“Ornament 5 Convocation” by Andrew Denman

“Scrapper” by Andrew Denman

“Multiplication” by Andrew Denman
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The Benicia Plein Air Gallery announces two upcom-
ing events. The first is a watercolor workshop to be held  
July 17th, 18th and 19th from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm each day 
with Rolando Barrero.

Barrero is an award winning watercolor artist. He has 
participated in competitive plein air paint outs and jur-
ied shows in Northern California. His passion has been 
painting street scenes, boats, harbors, and county fairs, 
capturing the light, atmosphere and essence of the 
place. He loves life and believes that a good painting 
should tell a story.

Start out the morning with a demonstration and paint-
ing in the Benicia Plein Air Gallery. Then after lunch, 
paint outdoors and learn Rollie’s plein air technique. 
He promises you will go home with a painting you like! 

Benicia Plein Air Gallery is also having its second  an-
nual “Paint Out” Saturday, August 26th. Randal Sexton 
will be the judge for the event. Awards of ribbons, 
cash and prizes worth over $2,000 will be presented by 
Benicia’s Mayor, Elizabeth Patterson.

Sexton is known for his use of color and expressive 
brushwork in his oil paintings of “everyday” scenes. He 
has earned a great reputation for being an educator as 
well as a fine artist. He taught classes in drawing, paint-
ing, and composition at the San Francisco Academy of 
Art and now leads private workshops around the coun-
try and teaches at Pixar Studios.

Providing entertainment at the event will be “Gringa”, 
a five-piece Worldbeat band from San Francisco 
that weaves infectious rhythms from Brazil and the 
Americas through catchy hooks, tasty harmonies and 
sassy song writing, creating a unique sound that uplifts 
and inspires listeners while dissolving cultural barriers 
and transcending the status quo.

Entry and prize information can be seen at www.
BeniciaPleinAir.com under the tab “2017 Paint Out”. 
Enter before July 26th for a discounted entry fee. 

If you have questions, contact Samantha McNally at 
sam@samanthamcnally.com or call 415-828-4991.

benIcIa PLeIn aIr gaLLery evenTs

“Red Baron” by Rolando Barrero

“Worth the Wait” by Randall Sexton

Worldbeat Band, “Gringa”

Page 8

Newsletter July+August 2017

http://www.rolandosbarrero.com
https://www.rcsexton.com/
http://www.gringamusic.com
http://www.beniciapleinair.com/paint_out.html
http://www.beniciapleinair.com/paint_out.html
mailto:sam%40samanthamcnally.com?subject=
http://LAA4Art.org


Jennifer Perlmutter Gallery is having a group show this 
summer for July and August. Participants include:

Carol Aust
Adam Shaw
Julia Rymer

ReCheng Tsang
Victoria Huckins
Bettina Cassayre

Eileen Moderbacher
Julie Cohn

James Leonard
Kristi Kohut

and
Tom Gehrig

Alden Lane Nursery is working hard to make this 
year's “Art Under the Oaks” a fantastic celebration of 
art in our area! They were recognized in the California 
Legislature last summer because they celebrated their 
30th anniversary of being a wonderful community sum-
mer event showcasing many talented local artists, mu-
sicians and winemakers.

In addition to the wonderful artists, the event will have 
a number of Livermore wineries pouring, two food 
trucks, local musicians, displays of local high school 
student art, a bonsai display, the woodcarvers associa-
tion, a henna artist and activities for kids.

The event will be held the weekend of July 15th and 16th 
from 11:00 am to 4:00 pm at the Alden Lane Nursery, 
981 Alden Lane in Livermore. If you are interested in 
participating as an artist next year, contact Pam at the 
nursery for additional information.

arT under The oaks grouP show aT JennIfer PerLMuTTer 
gaLLery

Porcelain by ReCheng Tsang

“Bliss of Being” by Adam Shaw

“Pelicans” by Carol Aust
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A new exhibit, “From Ridges, Roads and Ranches” fea-
turing Shirley Nootbaar opened June 27th at the Valley 
Art Gallery and will run until August 6th.

Nootbaar, a third generation Californian, earned her 
B.F.A. from California College of Arts and Crafts (now 
CCA) and is presently a free-lance artist-illustrator. 
Working in watercolor, she has the unique skill of trans-
forming ordinary scenes with lively technique and dra-
matic presentation, making her work more than just a 
reflection of the subject.

“I want my work to attract the viewer into not only en-
joying the design and color that can be achieved with 
the medium, but also to set a stage, create a mood, tell 
a story, and stimulate the imagination. I would like 
the viewer to escape and feel a unique and pleasurable 
experience.”

In addition to the featured artists, the new 2017 spring 
collection of over 300 new works by Valley Art Gallery 
Artists is on display in a wide range of motifs, styles, 
media and prices, and represents more than 100 East 
Bay artists.  Plus, there are beautifully crafted, ceramic, 
wood and glass pieces, and original designer jewelry.

“Lone Tree Valley” by Shirley Nootbaar

Mira White is showing in the “Mixed Media Meets 
Melted Wax” show at the Village Front Gallery in 
Danville August 31st to October 14th. A reception will 
be held Thursday, August 31st from 6:00 to 8:00 pm.
Mira also announces upcoming classes. An intensive 
encaustic class in her studio Thursdays from 10:00 am 
to 1:00 pm by appointment; life drawing class Saturdays 
from 9:30 am to 12:30 pm July 8th to August 5th at Studio 
One Art Center in Oakland; a “Mix Those Media” class 
focusing on paper collage at the Richmond Art Center 
Fridays from 9:30 am to 12:30 pm July 21st to August 
11th; and a class at Studio One Art Center in Oakland,  
“Watercolor - Loose and Luminous”, for all levels,  
Wednesdays, from 6:30 to 9:30 pm July 5th to August 9th.
For more information on Mira’s classes and to register 
for her classes, contact her at MiraMWhite@earthlink.
com or call her at 925-947-5773.

MIra whITe - show and cLasses “froM rIdges, roads and ranches” aT 
vaLLey arT gaLLery

“Lady Mystery” by Mira White
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lows you to pick a previously defined venue. Clicking 
on “Moraga Gallery”, for example, will automatically 
complete Moraga Gallery information, including ad-
dress, business hours, phone number, website, etc. If 
you are posting multiple events or plan to post for the 
same venue in the future, this will save you a great deal 
of time. It is also a shortcut for those of you who give 
workshops and art classes.

You can also include images in your event posts. Keep 
them few and simple.

Please keep in mind that the intent of the Events Page 
is to offer a quick summary and overview of upcom-
ing events. If you are posting an upcoming workshop, 
for example, it should briefly describe the workshop. 
Specific information such as dates, times, location, 
cost, details of what will be discussed and materials re-
quired should be shown in your own website. Please 
just provide a link to that website.

Happy posting! There is no longer any need to wait for 
the next newsletter or email distribution. But it only 
works if we all contribute and participate!

The screen shot shown above shows what an event post-
ed on the Event Page looks like (although much clearer 
on your monitor!) You can even include a Google map 
if you like so people know how to get to your event. 
Remember to edit your event if information changes.

Do you have an upcoming event? Maybe a gallery show 
or an artist reception; a workshop, class or seminar; per-
haps an award or honor you received; or maybe it’s just 
something you want to share. It might even be some-
thing outside of LAA that you think might be of inter-
est to your fellow artists or art lovers. If this sounds like 
information you want on the website, then you need to 
post an event!

Instructions for Posting an 
Event

To view upcoming events on the LAA website, from the 
home page or any page, click on the “Events” tab along 
the top in the main menu bar. This will take you to the 
Events Page. On the Events Page, along the right side, 
you will see blue boxes. You may click on these boxes 
to find events by Category or by Type. The calendar in 
the middle of the page will show events for the current 
month, but you can go to the bottom of the calendar 
and scroll through earlier or later months.

You must be logged in to the website to post an event. 
You may log in on the events page or the home page. 
Once you have logged in, the events tab at the top menu 
bar will have a drop-down menu (hover the mouse over 
the tab to see the drop down menu). You can click on 
either “Create Event” or “My Events”. To add an event, 
click on “Create Event”.

You will be taken to a page where you can fill in your 
event information in a standardized form. Please com-
plete all the information requested or at least as much 
as you can. If you are lacking information or don’t want 
to complete information, that is okay, but the more 
information you provide, the better your post will be. 
Visitors will better be able to search and find your event 
if you  provide complete information.

As you scroll down the page, you will see a section ti-
tled “Venue Details” followed by “Organizer Details”. 
When you complete these sections, you are able to 
reuse the information in future posts without having to 
re-enter the information. For example, clicking on “Use 
Saved Venue” takes you to a drop-down menu that al-

how To PosT your evenTs on The Laa 
websITe
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Remember that one of the benefits of LAA member-
ship is the ability to have your own gallery page hosted 
on our website. It’s not there automatically, you have 
to ask for it. If you do want to have your own gallery, 
request it from Webmaster@laa4art.org.
Share information about upcoming shows, exhibits, 
events and art projects. E-mail information of interest 
you would like to share to the editor, Mark Coffey, at 
Editor@laa4art.org.
The Lamorinda Arts Alliance Newsletter is published 
six times a year at the beginning of odd-numbered 
months. The deadline for submission of articles and 
images is generally the 20th day of the month prior to 
publication.
Check out our Facebook page. “Like” us, share and post 
your events. Use the Events Page of our website to post 
your shows, exhibits, awards, workshops and seminars 
as well as other items you think may be of interest to 
our members. 

July 11 - August 5 LAA’s Halcyon Days at Diablo Fine Art Gallery
July 13 Reception at Diablo Fine Art Gallery
July 15 & 16 Art Under the Oaks at Alden Lane Nursery
July 17, 18 & 19 Rolando Barrero watercolor workshop
July 21 - July 31 Andrew Denman at Astoria Fine Arts
July 22 Andrew Denman Facebook stream
all of July Wenda Pyman at Moraga Library
all of July Wenda Pyman at Oakland Art Association
all of July and August Group Show at Jennifer Perlmutter Gallery
August 1 Deadline for application to LAA Art Show & Sale
to August 6 From Ridges, Roads and Ranches at Valley Art
August 16 - October 21 East-West Portal at Moraga Art Gallery
August 19 Reception at Moraga Art Gallery
August 26 Paint Out at Benicia Plein Air Gallery

October 14 Lamorinda Arts Alliance Show & Sale

Ongoing Various Artist Getaways
 Mira White Workshops
 Space Glow in Fremont

The coffey cornerevenT caLendar

P.O. Box 6804
Moraga, CA 94570
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