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Our Education/Outreach Chair, Jennifer Perlmutter, 
has put together a series of talks in the coming months. 
Our first will be held on Wednesday, November 1st at 
7:00 pm at the Lafayette Christian Church. Doug Heine 
will talk about his sculpture and share slides of his 
work. Further information and details can be found  in 
this newsletter.  

We continue to prepare for the third annual LAA Art 
Show & Sale on Saturday, October 14th, at Lafayette 
Christian Church. If you are not a participant, come 
visit the show anyway, bring your family and friends 
and enjoy the camaraderie with your fellow artists.  
Thank you to our Chair, Rashmi Rajesh, and to Karen 
Baden Thapa who is assisting her, for doing all the “be-
hind the scenes work” to make this great event happen.

Karen Baden Thapa, Chair of Exhibitions, is putting to-
gether new exhibit opportunities for us. Be sure to read 
each newsletter for information regarding these events. 
If you have any suggestions or leads on other venues or 
opportunities, please let us know. You can email your 
suggestions to Events@LAA4Art.org.

As always, let us all work together to insure that art is 
valued and important in our communities.

Don’t forget! The 2017 LAA Art Show & Sale is Saturday, 
October 14th from 11:00 am to 5:00 pm at the Lafayette 
Christian Church, 584 Glenside Drive. 

If you’re not in the show, come by anyway to say hello 
to your fellow artists, see their work and share in the 
camaraderie. The following artists are participating:

Anne Shulenberger
Carla Gelbaum
Dalia Alekna

Donna Arganbright
Garrison Broekema
George Ehrenhaft
Jacqueline Proulx

Jan Stamos
Jennifer Granat

K.deGroot
Karen Baden Thapa

Kim Homes

Laurie Mansur
Maria Santostefano
Marian Sims Harris

Michelle Mattea
Olga Jusidman
Rashmi Rajesh

Renie Herrera-McDonough
Ruth McMillan

Tamsen Armstrong
Terry Blair

Wenda Pyman
Zarmine Aghazarian

a Message froM our Laa PresIdenT

Donna Arganbright
LAA President

Laa arT show & saLe

The 2017 LAA Summer Show at Diablo Fine Art Gallery
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Mark your calendar to hear our next guest speaker, 
sculptor Doug Heine, give a PowerPoint presentation 
of his art and share stories of his art career. Doug  has 
completed both large public art and smaller sculp-
tures  in private collections. He graduated from high 
school in Vallejo in 1953 and has lived on Page Street 
in Berkeley since 1983. Over the years, Doug has held 
a wide variety of jobs – as a pipe-fitter at the nuclear 
reactor station at the Mare Island Naval Shipyard, as a 
technician on the Cosmic Background Explorer, and in 
various roles at the University of California working in 
the astrophysics department, the art department, the 
metal shop, the foundry, and the wood shop. 

Doug has spent his life making objects. From reactor 
plants in nuclear submarines, to scientific apparatus 
such as super-conducting magnets for cosmic ray re-
search, to fine art.

Doug has pursued the making of art all his life but took 
it up seriously 35 years ago. Since then, he has followed 
his curiosity about ideas, themes and the variety of 
methods and materials.

Doug has never felt the need to restrict himself to one 
form or media, any more than listening to one type 
of music. And in that constant, there is variable. Each 

design challenge has its particular set of restrictions 
and opportunities, leading him toward a solution that 
is unique and specific to location, aesthetic, material 
and spirit. He believes that if he is true to the beauty of 
form, harmony remains constant, whether the music is 
classical or improvisational jazz.

Please join us for this informative night on Wednesday, 
November 1st from 6:00 to 8:00 pm at the Lafayette 
Christian Church Community Hall, 584 Glenside 
Drive in Lafayette.

To see more artwork by Doug Heine, or to contact him, 
you can visit his website at www.Art13.Gallery

guesT sPeaker doug heIne wILL dIscuss 
hIs scuLPTure

Sculptures by Doug Heine
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Judy Bolef Miller will exhibit her multimedia work 
in a one woman show at the Diablo Fine Art Gallery. 

“Witness" features an eight panel, 22 feet wide collage/
assemblage exploring the last eight decades. Beginning 
with the year of her birth, Judy has gathered images of 
the wars, the trials and tribulations, the changes in life 
styles, culture and technology as well as the fun and 
entertainment that have marked the past 69 years.

The show runs from October 17th through October 28th,  
with a reception on a date to be announced.

Nicole Wakeman has always been drawn to lustrous, 
thick surfaces and rich color in her art. When she 
stumbled upon the technique of acrylic pouring, she 
decided to give it a try. This method has led her down 
the path of flow painting. Mesmerizing to watch, you 
never know exactly what the mediums will do based on 
the surface tension and chemistry of the additives. It’s 
like watching ocean waves crash and recede.

Nicole is an award winning artist who shows her work 
throughout the East Bay. Her work celebrates connec-
tion with our emotion, our history, or a deep sense of 
place.

Her paintings are thresholds, each designed to create 
a personal experience for the viewer, and a space to 
breathe in our busy lives.

The visual energy and complexity in her work springs 
forth from the alchemy of color, texture, movement 
and depth. Creating a piece that touches someone and 
elevates their environment is a gift.

The demonstration is free and will be held September 
7th at 7:00 pm at the Jennifer Perlmutter Gallery. If 
you are planning to attend, please RSVP by emailing 
Jennifer here. Space is limited.

To see more of Nicole’s work, visit her website and ex-
plore her portfolio at www.NicoleWakeman.com

Judy BoLef MILLer aT dIaBLo fIne arT 
gaLLery

arTIsT deMonsTraTIon wITh nIcoLe 
wakeMan

1535 Palos Verdes Mall in Walnut Creek (at Lunardi’s Shopping Center)
Gallery hours are Tuesday through Saturday from 11:00 am to 5:00 pm

Call 925-933-4278

A portion of Judy Miller’s panel, “Witness”

Acrylic Pour on Panel by Nicole Wakeman
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The Moraga Art Gallery announces a new show enti-
tled “East-West Portal,” signifying the contrast of cul-
tures embodied in the collages of resident artist Pamela 
Murray and jewelry by guest artist Jyotsna Singh. The 
show runs through October 21st.  

Having been an artist and 
teacher for twenty years, 
Pamela Murray has worked 
in numerous mediums and 
styles, focusing mostly on 
texture and color. Recently 
drawn to the delights of col-
lage, she uses fragments of 
colored paper as the “brush 
strokes” typical of more tra-
ditional artists. “It’s like a 
puzzle,” she claims, “with lots of license to ‘re-phrase,’ 
or ‘translate’ images in order to create generally busy 

and playful, yet structured and precise, eye-catching 
collages”.

Galleries from Carmel to Berkeley and beyond have 
shown her work. Along with collages, her paintings, 
prints and drawings hang in collections throughout the 
world.

Jyotsna Singh’s fasci-
nation with jewelry is 
rooted in three gen-
erations of her own 
family’s tradition 
of crafting magnifi-
cent jewelry. Under 
the brand name 
Manjusha, meaning “treasure chest of jewels,” her new 
collection of fusion jewelry blends contemporary tastes 
with generations of intricate design. She uses semi-pre-
cious stones set in 22K gold plated sterling silver ma-
terials that enable a woman of any age and lifestyle to 
make a bold and confident statement of her uniqueness 
and social savoir faire. Jyotsna’s work is inspired by the 
beauty of the royal Jadau designs, the ancient art of em-
bedded stones and calls to mind a bygone era of royal 
palaces and princely extravagance.

“easT-wesT PorTaL” aT Moraga arT 
gaLLery

522 Center Street in Moraga’s Rheem Shopping Center
Gallery hours are Wednesday through Sunday, noon to 5:00pm

Visit www.MoragaArtGallery.com or call 925-376-5407

“Al Mare” by Pamela Murray

“Camille” by Pamela Murray

Jewelry by Jyotsna Singh
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Paula Riley is holding tight to the memories of France! 
She writes:

“I have just arrived back home from Le Vieux Couvent, 
in the very small village of Frayssinet, France. My return 
there was, for me, like arriving home - to a place that is 
both nurturing and filled with artistic inspiration. My 
eyes delighted in the natural beauty that abounds in this 
hidden gem in the world. The pale turquoise shuttered 
windows, the trailing roses, the quaint stone buildings, 
and the one thousand year old church (whose bells ring 
on the hour!) filled my heart with wonder. Teaching 
there was a dream and my 12 painter students seemed 
to relish each minute. We were nurtured by the owners 
and staff with delicious meals and charming outings to 
nearby villages. What more could there be?”

“Well, luckily I will be returning to Le Vieux next year - 
the final year for Corrine and Bill, the wonderful own-
ers. Contact me if you are interested!”

If you are interested or want additional information, 
email Paula at PRiley921@sbcglobal.net or phone her 
at 925-330-3060. 

If you would rather stay closer to home, Paula is having 

a workshop, “Painting Italy and France from Photos”, 
November 4th and 5th (November 6th will be an optional 
plein air painting day) in Sonoma.

Join Paula Riley for a fun workshop, painting from her 
loveliest photos from recent trips to Italy and France.  
All levels are welcome, using acrylic or oil paints.  Learn 
to simplify your compositions, paint with bold colors, 
and create dynamic paintings.

Email Paula at PRiley921@sbcglobal.net for more in-
formation, or call at 925-330-3060. More information 
is also available on her website at www.PaulaRiley.com 

Teaching is a joy for Paula and for her students. She be-
lieves that learning to understand and to implement a 
solid foundation is key to developing a beautiful paint-
ing - but, so is the desire and the experience. She always 
strives to create a positive environment for her students 
- to encourage them to try new things and to hang in 
there when they are a little frustrated! She will often 
focus on composition and values when teaching. In her 
impressionistic style of painting, she also emphasizes 
brush-work and color.

Paula is interested in light and shadow, in warm and 
cool, and texture. She strives to take her paintings be-
yond what is seen by the eye, and to create a mood or 
feeling through color and composition.

PauLa rILey - Back froM france
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Lisa Gunn and Dee Tivenan will be showing their work 
at the Orinda Library through September.

Lisa Gunn is showing a series of her work she has titled 
“Garden Abstractions” The show is comprised of recent 
paintings of the garden at different locations and times 
of the day. Other landscape paintings as well as stills 
will also be included in the show.

Lisa believes her foundation in art starts with music as 
all compositional elements and principles are directly 
transferable from the ear to the eye. She brings all her 
knowledge of musical composition, expression, timing, 
tempo, rhythm, and musical dynamics to the canvas. 

Lisa is always looking for the answers to problems that 
arise in painting through her training in classical music. 
Shapes of musical phrases and dynamics from loud to 

soft translate as values on canvas. Warm sounds and 
cold sounds translate as distant keys and home keys in 
music and provide the same effect that colors can create. 
Compositional techniques in a classical piece adhere to 
the same principles as on a canvas. The same concepts 
that draw one into a composition in music or art and 
provide coherence throughout the study whether view-
ing or listening remain the same.  Additionally, open-
ing and closing and shaping with light and shadow are 
found constantly through both mediums. 

Lisa’s art studies have given her tremendous emotional 
satisfaction, but the constant comparing and contrast-
ing of it to music study has also provided her a wealth 
of intellectual stimulation.

Lisa Gunn also shows her work at the Moraga Art 
Gallery and you can see more of her work by visiting 
her website at www.LisaGunnArt.com.

Tivenan approaches her art from the perspective as a 
psychotherapist, focusing on feelings and painting from 
an emotional perspective. Brushwork and color are in-
creasingly important tools for her to convey emotions.

Dee is drawn to nature and there’s usually a landscape 
reference in her paintings. Play and spontaneity are sig-
nificant elements in her work. She builds the structure 

LIsa gunn and dee TIvenan aT The 
orInda LIBrary

“The Morning Garden” by Lisa Gunn
“In the Afternoon Garden” by Lisa Gunn
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of her paintings with multiple layers, sometimes com-
bining different mediums. Sometimes, it’s watercolors 
and pastels and other times it’s oils and acrylics.

Dee shows her work at the Valley Art Gallery in Walnut 
Creek and you can see more of her work by visiting 
her gallery page or her website at www.DeeTivenan5.
wixsite.com/paintings. She will also be showing at the 
Jennifer Perlmutter Gallery in January.

There will be an artist reception with wine and refresh-
ments on Sunday, September 10th from 2:30 to 4:30 
pm at the Orinda Library Gallery. Everyone is invited. 
Come meet Lisa and Dee and see their latest artwork.

The Orinda Library gallery is open during normal 
Orinda Community Center hours as well as library 
hours.

Exploration of American history has put culture at the 
forefront of our national conversation. The Bedford 
Gallery’s 2017-18 season considers people and culture 
from the perspective of contemporary art, and delves 
into work that articulates our collective story and cul-
tural portrait. They kick off their season, September 
24th to December 17th, with Bay Area women painters 
steeped in the abstract art movement, and trace the 
roots of this artistic genre from California to New York.

Political conversations have turned a renewed spotlight 
on women and their power and influence in every cor-
ner of society, including the arts. In the spirit of dis-
covery, this show celebrates 16 Bay Area women art-
ists, emerging and established, who have worked in 
abstraction for years. The show provides a platform for 
their work that features precise, powerful lines, as well 
as gestural patterns. These paintings suggest a kinship 
with the Abstract Expressionist movement of 1940’s 
SoHo and San Francisco.

Select artists include Amy Ellingson, Mel Prest, Eva 
Bovenzi, Alicia McCarthy, Cornelia Schulz, Lorene 
Anderson, and Heather Day.
Bedford Gallery is open Tuesday through Sunday, 
Noon to 5:00 pm and 6:00 to 8:00 pm when there are 
theater productions. Closed Mondays. The gallery is 
in the Lesher Center for the Arts, 1601 Civic Drive, 
Walnut Creek.

“aBouT aBsTracTIon: Bay area woMen 
PaInTers” aT Bedford gaLLery

“Lost Ship” by Dee Tivenan

“Tidal Pools 2” by Dee Tivenan

“Background Noise” by Heather Day

Page 7

Newsletter September+October 2017

http://valleyartgallery.org/artist/dee-tivenan/
http://www.DeeTivenan5.wixsite.com/paintings
http://www.DeeTivenan5.wixsite.com/paintings
http://www.BedfordGallery.org/upnext
http://www.BedfordGallery.org/upnext
http://LAA4Art.org


Mira White is participating in “Abstract Sanctuary”, an 
exhibit presented by the Town of Danville at the Village 
Theatre & Art Gallery.

The show also includes local artists Sandi Miot and 
Barbara Maricle and displays mixed media works on 
both panels and paper that are created in the ancient 
technique of encaustic painting, first seen in the 1st 
Century when Greeks were painting in Egypt. It is  a 
procedure that layers melted beeswax on the art panel 
to add visual texture and movement to the underlying 
color. It also serves as a varnish to protect the artwork. 

The pieces on display very greatly in both content and 
application making it a very interesting exhibit. The 
show will run through October 14th.

The Village Theatre and Art Gallery is located at 233 
Front Street in Danville. The Gallery is open to visitors 
Wednesday through Friday, 12:00 to 5:00 pm, Saturday, 
11:00 am to 3:00 pm, and Monday and Tuesday by ap-
pointment only. The 
Gallery is always open 
one hour before perfor-
mances in the Theatre. 
The Art Gallery is closed 
on Sundays.

“aBsTracT sancTuary” aT vILLage 
TheaTre & arT gaLLery

“Passage #1” by Mira White

“Float” by Barbara Maricle

“Awakening” by Sandi Miot
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“Refuge” is a two-person exhibit featuring new work 
by Susan Sharman and Susan Taira. The show explores 
our interconnections with the natural world around us 
and viewers will delight in the unique visual voices of 
these two artists. The show runs until October 21st.

Sharman and Taira both find inspiration and solace in 
nature, translating their personal experience through a 
variety of mediums.

Sharman creates layered mixed-media work using 
thread, fabric, paint and paper. Her work in the studio 
occurs in, around and during her day-to-day routines. 
The daily fabric of her life creeps into the work, inform-
ing and inspiring the imagery: her voracious reading 
habit, bees humming, busy in her garden. Botanical 
shapes, textures and colors that she sees while gar-
dening or out on a daily walks, through urban or wild 
areas. Although there are stories and concepts that she 
pursues, she will also allow room for the narrative to 
take its own direction.

Taira creates intimate assemblage panels and mixed 
media drawings.

Come to the artist reception on the opening day, 
Thursday, September 14th at 6:00 pm. If you can’t make 
that date, please join us Saturday, September 30th at 
4:00 pm for the “Artist Talk and Stitch with the Artist”. 
Or, come to both events!

Join in the fun October 28th at 6:00 pm for “Stranger 
Artists”, a night of art and atmosphere to celebrate our 
love of all things STRANGE! Artwork featured will be 
inspired by the Netflix Series, Stranger Things. Enter to 
win the Stranger Things Collaborative painting, which 
will be painted live during our event.

This is a one night show. 
Your ticket includes 
entry to the show, re-
freshments, live paint-
ing, access to 11 artists, 
photo ops and other 
surprises. This is an all 
ages event. Please come 
in costume and enter 
the costume contest 
for special prizes to be 
announced.

During the event, a live collaborative painting will be 
done by participating artists. There will be a drawing 
for this painting. Tickets to qualify for drawing will be 
on sale the night of the show for 5 bucks!

“refuge” aT JennIfer PerLMuTTer 
gaLLery

“We’ve Come Undone” by Susan Sharman

“New Leaf” by Susan Taira
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California Watercolor Association announces a work-
shop, “Expressive Watercolors: Flowers, Faces and 
Figures” with Janet Rogers. Fresh flowers in the studio 
will be the inspiration for the beginning of this dynam-
ic class – progressing to faces and figures. Through a 
series of “fun” painting exercises, students will develop 
a more loose and natu-
ral approach – giving 
them an opportunity to 
be more spontaneous 
and expressive in their 
paintings. The class 
will move into painting 
people, learning how 
to express translucent 
flesh tones, focusing on 
the gesture of the per-
son. Painting children 
will also be covered as well as an approach to quickly 
interpret the figure. The class will be working pri-
marily with photographs, but there may be the oppor-
tunity to work from a model….so bring your camera!

The workshop is for advanced beginners and up and  
will be held Monday, October 16th through Thursday 
the 19th (four days). for more information, visit www.
californiawatercolor.org/classes.php

Join award winning artist and teacher Jeanette Le Grue 
for this rare three-day workshop, “Still Life & Plein 
Air” in the East Bay. By teaching the fundamentals of 
the still life, she will prepare you to paint en plein air.

You will plan your painting and paint your plan, sim-
plifying and organizing your painting so that you cap-
ture the essence of your subject.
With her “hands-on” approach through lectures, demos, 
and individual daily critique at the easel, students will 
grow their ability and discover their  strengths.

The workshop is 9:00 am to 4:00 pm, Saturday, October 
21st through Monday, October 23rd. To register or for 
additional information, visit Studio 55.

sTudIo 55 workshoP wITh JeaneTTe Le 
grue

JaneT rogers workshoP
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Egg tempera paintings by Ruth Hussey will be on dis-
play through September 15th at Valley Art Gallery in 
Walnut Creek.

Ruth Hussey is a native Californian and lifelong resi-
dent of the San Francisco Bay Area. For more than 
forty years she has concentrated on perfecting her skills 
with pastels, specializing in portraiture, figure and still 
life paintings. Her work has won over 100 awards in 
numerous juried shows throughout the nation and is 
held in many private collections. She has earned sig-
nature status in the Society of Western Artists, Pastel 
Society of America, Degas Pastel Society and is a 
Distinguished Pastelist with the Pastel Society of the 
West Coast. Recently she earned a Master Circle Gold 
Medallion Award from the International Association 
of Pastel Societies.

In recent years she has also been exploring the medi-
um of egg tempera, a very old painting technique. In 
medieval and early Renaissance periods, egg tempera 
on gesso panels was the medium of choice by such fa-
mous artists as Fra Angelico Verrocchio. Duccio, and  
Botticelli.  It is a medium that is very labor intensive 
and requires exacting technique to build many fine lay-
ers that are sanded between each application. The fin-
ished result achieves a rich luminosity which cannot be 
duplicated by other mediums.

Mira White has a number of workshops during the Fall. 
It’s best to check with her for themes, locations dates 
and descriptions. You can email her at MiraWhite@
earthlink.net or call her at 925-947-5773.

Titles of upcoming workshops include - Abstraction and 
Mixed Media, Drawing: From the Inside Out, Drawing: 
Fundamentals, Intensive Encaustic, Mix Those Media, 
Stunning Soft Pastels, Watercolor Matters, Watercolor: 
Loose and Luminous, Color Matters, and Wondrous 
Wax.

We are trying to transition to a new procedure for mem-
bership renewals. In the past, Bill Klaproth has notified 
members, either by email or the US Postal Service, that 
their membership is expiring and we would like them 
to renew. We are updating our on-line database with all 
our members and their membership expiration dates. 
This should then automatically send reminder emails 
to you as your membership expiration nears. This 
should make Bill’s life much simpler and automate the 
procedure. 

Members should now notice a reminder email a week 
or two prior to their renewal date. This is automati-
cally generated by our system. You may get a second 
reminder and then notification that your membership 
has lapsed if it is not renewed.

There are two ways to pay your membership. Our pref-
erence is for you to pay online through our website 
using PayPal. Because of transaction costs, we are not 
currently accepting credit card payments. This method 
automatically updates our database. Alternatively, you 
can pay by check by sending your membership fee to 
Bill. This requires us to manually update your informa-
tion into our system and is more time consuming and 
prone to error.

To renew online, go to our site at www.LAA4Art.
org, log in and go to the membership tab and follow 
the directions. If you plan to pay by check, send to: 
Membership - LAA, PO Box 6804, Moraga, CA 94570

ruTh hussey aT vaLLey arT gaLLery MIra whITe workshoPs

your Laa MeMBershIP

Portrait by Ruth Hussey
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Remember that one of the benefits of LAA member-
ship is the ability to have your own gallery page hosted 
on our website. It’s not there automatically, you have 
to ask for it. If you do want to have your own gallery, 
request it from Webmaster@laa4art.org.
Share information about upcoming shows, exhibits, 
events and art projects. E-mail information of interest 
you would like to share to the editor, Mark Coffey, at 
Editor@laa4art.org.
The Lamorinda Arts Alliance Newsletter is published 
six times a year at the beginning of odd-numbered 
months. The deadline for submission of articles and 
images is generally the 20th day of the month prior to 
publication.
Check out our Facebook page. “Like” us, share and post 
your events. Use the Events Page of our website to post 
your shows, exhibits, awards, workshops and seminars 
as well as other items you think may be of interest to 
our members. 

all of September Lisa Gunn and Dee Tivenan at the Orinda Library
September 7 Nicole Wakeman Demonstration
September 10 Reception at Orinda Library
Sept 14 - October 21 “Refuge” at Jennifer Perlmutter Gallery
through September 15 Ruth Hussey at Valley Art Gallery
Sept 24 - December 17 “About Abstraction: Bay Area Women Painters”
 at Bedford Gallery
through October 14 “Abstract Sanctuary” at
 Village Theatre & Art Gallery

October 14 Lamorinda Arts Alliance Show & Sale

October 16 - 19 Janet Rogers Workshop
October 17 - 28 Judy Miller at Diablo Fine Art Gallery
through October 21 “East-West Portal” at Moraga Art Gallery
October 21 - 23 Jeanette Le Grue Workshop
October 28 “Strange” at Jennifer Perlmutter Gallery
November 1 Doug Heine Presentation
November 4 - 5 Paula Riley Workshop

Ongoing Various Artist Getaways
 Mira White Workshops
 

The coffey cornerevenT caLendar

P.O. Box 6804
Moraga, CA 94570
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