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A Message from our LAA President
On Wednesday, March 14th, Mira M. White will give
a presentation on “Mixing It Up With Stunning Soft
Pastels” for our next Education Evening. The talk will
be held at 7:00 pm at the Lafayette Christian Church.
Full details follow in the newsletter. Mira M. White is
a well-known artist and an inspirational speaker. This
will be a fun and interesting evening for all.
The June 2nd Spring Art Show and Sale is now open for
registration. Full details and a prospectus follow in the
newsletter. It will be held from 11:00 am to 4:00 pm at
the Lafayette Christian Church, the site of our Fall Art
Show and Sale. We expect to have an equally successful
Spring Show and Sale and invite you to join LAA in this
new event.
This beautiful spring weather, blue skies and sunny
days can certainly serve as motivation for us to create
art and to support it in our communities wherever we
find the opportunity.

Donna Arganbright
LAA President
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Upcoming LAA Exhibit Events
Karen Thapa is finalizing the 2018 Exhibit schedule and
the following are the events that are currently scheduled. Save the dates and watch for more information in
the newsletters and email!
May - Printmaking: Main Street Arts in Martinez has
invited our members to showcase their etchings, lithographs, monotypes, woodcuts and other forms of intaglio and block printing. This will be a juried show and
the Call for Art will be sent out mid-March.
June 2 - Spring Art Show & Sale: This is our first collaboration with the Concord Art Association. The event
will be held Saturday at the Lafayette Christian Church
on Glenside Drive. The prospectus and links to register
with EventBrite are included in this newsletter toward
the end. Please join us for what should be a fun day. We
will have artists from both associations showing and
selling their work as well as several local food vendors
and live music. The facility is a beautiful wooded venue
next to the Regional trail and there is plenty of parking.
If you do not have enough work ready for a full booth,
you will be allowed to share a booth with another artist. All participating artists must be members of either
LAA or CAA.
August - “Landscapes: From Plein-Air to Imaginaire”:
This LAA exhibit will be held at the Lindsay Dirkx
Brown Gallery. We have again been invited to return to
this lovely gallery in San Ramon. A Call for Art will be
sent out mid-May.
October - “Small Works”: The theme of this art show
is small works and it will be held at the Art Cottage
in Concord during the entire month of October. LAA
has reserved the whole building for our exhibit and the
challenge for our members and participants will be to
work smaller.
And more are in the planning.........
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Presentation to LAA by Mira White
The next Education Evening hosted by Lamorinda
Arts Alliance is titled “Mixing It Up with Stunning Soft
Pastels” and will be a presentation by member artist
and educator Mira M. White.
Soft pastels appeal to Mira
for the diversity and amazing richness. She uses
them with multiple media,
as well as a stand-alone
color and texture source.
They inform and enrich
her encaustics, graphite
works, oils, acrylics and
watercolors.
During this presentation, it
is Mira’s intention to demonstrate the versatility of this medium, as applied to a
number of different surfaces and mediums.
This Education Evening presentation will be held
Wednesday, March 14th, at 7:00 pm at the Lafayette
Christian Church, 584 Glenside Drive (at Moraga
Road) in Lafayette. The presentation is free and all are
welcome and invited to attend.
We encourage all our members to participate in these
free education evenings to expand their knowledge and
socialize with fellow LAA members.

“Everything & Nothing Round #2” by Mira M. White
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And don’t forget - Mira has numerous classes
and workshops. You can get information on subject, media, schedule and cost on Mira’s website at
MiraWhiteFineArt.com

Carolyn WarmSun at David Brower
Center Gallery
Carolyn WarmSun has announced that her painting,
“Hushed”, has been juried into the “Natural Harmony”
exhibition at the David Brower Center Gallery in
Berkeley.
Today the environmental movement goes by many
names: sustainability, biodiversity, restoration, wilderness, renewables, photovoltaics – among others. All of
these are important on their own but also can be distilled into one essential theme: beauty. There is an inherent beauty in environmental justice. How do we see
beauty, not just in untouched landscapes but manifested in our everyday lives? For Bay Area artists, Natural
Harmony is both a celebration and an investigation of
beauty.
The show runs from March 2nd to May 29th at the
David Brower Center, 2150 Allston Way, Suite 100, in
Berkeley. Hours are 9:00 am to 5:00 pm weekdays and
10:00 am to 2:00 pm on Saturdays.
An opening reception will be held Friday, March 2nd,
from 6:00 to 8:00 pm. Drop by to have a glass of wine
and meet some of the 29 artists displaying their work.

“Hushed” by Carolyn WarmSun
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“Impressionism Times 2” at Moraga
Art Gallery
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and textures, effect a spellbinding array of light and
dark moods and feelings.

The Moraga Art Gallery is presenting a color-infused international exhibit of ceramics and painting,
“Impressionism Times 2,” featuring the work of two
lifelong friends: ceramicist Jacqueline Proulx of Walnut
Creek and the celebrated French-Canadian expressionist painter Rita Rodrigue, a resident of Quebec.
Proulx’s work has been
called “absorbingly simple and fluid.” A variety of vases, bowls and
platters, both decorative and functional, reveals her deft hand and
whimsical imagination.
To wit: textured, earthtoned bowls blending
colors and shapes and
splashed with swoops
of glossy bright reds or
greens; platters and classic vases, their edges
gracefully grooved and
shaped. Also, porcelain vases adorned with impressionistic renderings - ala Monet - of colorful trees and
flowers.

“The Footprint” by Rita Rodrigue

Art critics claim that the vivid colors and abstract
shapes found in Rodrigue’s riveting and profound
paintings “reach out to us in the continuity of our
memory of time, life, and death.” Indeed, her soulmate
Jacqueline recalls their girlhood together: “I wrote poetry while Rita worked to translate her emotions and
dreams into a visual interpretation of reality.” Her nonobjective paintings, using interrelated shapes, colors
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The show, which also includes the gallery’s 14 member
artists and several guest artists, runs from March 21st
until June 2nd. The public is invited to an opening reception on Saturday, March 24th from 5:00 to 7:00 pm.
Use the occasion to meet the artists, sip a glass of wine
accompanied by light snacks and live music.

522 Center Street in Moraga’s Rheem Shopping Center
Gallery hours are Wednesday through Sunday, noon to 5:00pm
Visit www.MoragaArtGallery.com or call 925-376-5407
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Beyond-the-Brush at Danville
Village Theatre Gallery
Beyond-the-Brush is a diverse group of East Bay
women artists who use materials in a non-conventional
way to produce abstract art. The twelve artists featured
in the show, “Layers Revealed: Beyond the Brush”, don’t
just put paint to paper, they harness an ever-changing
array of mark-making tools in their exploration of the
creative process. In lieu of a paintbrush, they might use
a garden hose, a hand sander, a toothbrush, a fork or
a power drill to express their artistic vision. This exhibit uncovers, examines and celebrates some of those
inventive materials and tools as it helps viewers peek
through the layers of art process.
On display at Danville Village Theatre Art Gallery
(VTAG) will be the art work of the following artists:
Jane Corich, Irene Desmond, Jan Foulds, Lynn Glenn,
Judy Hirabayashi, Jan Lainoff, JoAnn Lieberman,
Yolanda Mihic, Roberta Welburn-Milstead, Jeanie
Moran, Q. Stone and Ann Vestal.

March+April 2018
As a group, Beyond-the-Brush, meets once-a-month
in each other’s homes where they talk about their art
over a friendly cup of coffee, a bagel and an appetizer
(or two, or three). They've banded together, supporting each other’s artistic growth through collaborative
technique, mentoring and resource sharing for over
five years.
Everyone is invited to explore the art of these contemporary women artists at the opening reception
at Danville Village Theatre Art Gallery, on Thursday
night, March 8th from 5:30 to 7:30 pm. There will be
light refreshments available while touring the exhibit
and chatting with the artists. The gallery is located at
233 Front Street in Danville.

Moraga Community Faire
The 12th Annual Moraga Community Faire & Car Show,
put on by the Moraga Chamber of Commerce, will be
held this year on Saturday, May 12th, from 11:00 am
to 4:00 pm at the Rheem Valley Shopping Center. This
popular community event attracts over 2,500 local residents each year. Popular attractions include live music,
kid’s activities (including the popular pony rides), local
art, wine tasting, food trucks, and booths of local businesses, non-profits and service organizations. Also on
display will be almost 100 stunning classic cars!
The event is free to attend. If you want more information on how to participate, visit MoragaChamber.org
or contact Ashley Louisiana, Chair of the Moraga
Community Faire & Car Show. Her phone number
is 925-906-1801 x109 or email her at Ashley@recyclesmart.org
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Elise Moriss Visits Dee Tivenan’s
Studio
Dee Tivenan was excited when she was recently visited
in her studio by Elise Moriss, a fellow artist and blogger. Elise’s blog, “The Studio Work - studio visits with
Bay Area artists” is a fascinating site where you can
spend hours meeting and learning about local artists.

Jeanette Le Grue Workshop at
Studio 55
Join award-winning artist and gifted teacher Jeanette
Le Grue for a rare three-day workshop in the East Bay.
By teaching the fundamentals of the still life, she will
prepare you to paint en plein air.
You will plan your painting and paint your plan, simplifying and organizing your painting so that you capture the essence of your subject.

“The Coast” by Dee Tivenan

In the blog about Dee, Elise wrote: “Dee Tivenan paints
because she says that she has nothing to lose. It was
wonderful to visit her little studio in the woods, where
she creates richly colored paintings on her own terms.”
You can read the entire interview with Dee and see artwork and photos on Elise’s blog page at http://thestudiowork.blogspot.com/2018/01/dee-tivenan-studio-visit.
html. You can also read about other Bay Area artists at
http://thestudiowork.blogspot.com.

Jeanette is a “hands-on” teacher: through lectures,
demos, and individual daily critique at the easel, each
student will grow in their ability and discover their
own strengths.
The workshop will be held Saturday, March 10th,
Sunday, March 11th, and Monday, March 12th from 9:00
am to 4:00 pm.
If you have questions and for additional information,
email hello@studio55martinez.com.

“Lost Island” by Dee Tivenan
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Spring in Sonoma with Paula Riley
Join Paula Riley for two fun-filled days of painting
spring flowers and landscapes. Learn to create colorful,
dynamic paintings.
Paula says, “What excites me about painting is trying
to capture the mood of the moment... or of the season.
I strive to convey color, texture and harmony..... and a
little excitement, with each painting. It is a blessing for
which I am grateful everyday.”
“I am interested in light and shadow, in warm and
cool, and texture. I strive to take my paintings beyond
what is seen by the eye, and to create a mood or feeling through color and composition. I enjoy telling the
story of each painting.”
The workshop will emphasize composition, color mixing, the important use of values, brushwork and more.
The class size is small and all levels of painter working
in oil or acrylic are welcome
This workshop, to be held April 21st and 22nd (with an
optional third day April 23rd to plein air paint) will take
place at the Vintage House in Sonoma.
For more information, contact Paula Riley at
PRiley921@sbcglobal.net, call her at 925-330-3060, or
visit her website at PaulaRiley.com.
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Valley Art Gallery Call to
Artists
All artists residing in the San Francisco Bay Area are
encouraged to submit works to Valley Art Gallery for
its upcoming juried show, “Bay Area Life”. The artwork
should represent the artist’s interpretation of the lifestyle that makes the Bay Area such a wonderful place
to live! Whether it is iconic landmarks, cliff-framed
beaches and striped vineyard hills or our urban bustle,
trendsetting cuisine or diverse culture and nightlife,
show us what inspires you in this inspiring and special
place!
Only two-dimensional mediums are eligible: painting,
drawing, photography, printmaking, collage, mixed
media. Original work only.
Deadline for digital submissions is Wednesday, April
4th.
The distinguished juror for the show will be Ms. Emma
Acker, Associate Curator of American Art, Fine Art
Museums of San Francisco. Ms. Acker has particular
expertise in the art of Northern California, having
worked on and lectured at the 2013 exhibition at the de
Young Museum, "Richard Diebenkorn: The Berkeley
Years, 1953-1966." Other exhibitions she has curated
include “Between Life and Death: Robert Motherwell’s
Elegies in Bay Area Collections," and she is organizing the 2018 exhibition "Cult of the Machine," at the de
Young, which will look at Precisionism and American
Art. Acker holds a bachelor’s degree from Brown
University and a master’s degree in art history with a
specialization in museum studies from the University
of Southern California; she has worked in curatorial
departments at the Getty Research Institute and the
National Gallery of Art.
There will be three Juror awards. For details regarding
submissions, including entry fees and other requirements, please see the "Future Shows” section of our
website, ValleyArtGallery.org
Valley Art Gallery is a volunteer run, non-profit organization that has been representing artists of the Bay
Area since 1949. Located in downtown Walnut Creek,
Valley is the only gallery in the East Bay with a “no regrets rental” program.
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Please Log into the LAA Website
If you have not logged into the LAA Website and created your own password, we ask that you do so at your
earliest convenience. The site was setup with everyone
having the same generic password, but that may no
longer work. If you have set up your own password,
please login to confirm that it is working.
To log in, go to the LAA website at www.LAA4Art.org
Click on “Log In” at the very top of the page. If you
have not logged in before, your username is your first
name, followed by a space, followed by your last name
(i.e., Jane Doe). For your password, try your first name
followed by PW. The password is case sensitive, so your
first name must start with a capital letter, followed
by lower case letters, followed by capital PW (i.e.,
RobertPW). If that does not work, try using 2016show
as the password. If that still doesn’t work, we need to
reset your password.
If the site will not let you log in, it will show you an error
box. In that error box, click on “Lost your password?”
and follow the instructions that come up. You will be
prompted to enter your username or email address. We
suggest you use your email address. Click on “Get New
Password” and your password will be emailed to you.
Keep in mind that this new password is only temporary
to get you into the site. Once you use it to login, you
can change it to whatever password you like - but remember the new password! Your user name can NOT
be changed once it is set. However, this is only used for
your login - you can change what visitors/viewers actually see for your name if you want it to be something
else when you set up your profile.
If you have any trouble logging in and the above instructions are not working for you, don’t keep trying and
getting frustrated. Instead, please email Membership@
LAA4Art.org with a note that you are having trouble
logging in. We will get back to you and help you get set
up with your own password.
If you haven’t done so already, the next step is to set up
you own gallery page on the site. We’ll tell you how to
do that in the next newsletter or email.
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Spring Show & Sale
We hope you will join us for our first “Spring” Art
Show & Sale and our first event collaborating with the
Concord Art Association. We have had several successful October sales
and we are looking forward to setting up our booths
again at the Lafayette
Christian Church in
Lafayette. This is a
wonderful, wooded
location next to the
regional trail, just off of Saint Mary’s Road.
The venue has a well
lit main meeting hall
where we will serve
food and drinks. Several
artists will have booths
indoors but the majority will be outdoors in
the lovely park-like setting. We will be assigning booth choice priority based on the date of your registration. Those who register first will have first priority
choice on location.
There is plenty of
parking and we get
foot traffic visitors
from the regional
trail adjacent to the
church.
The show will be
Saturday, June 2nd,
from 11:00 am to 4:00 pm at the Lafayette Christian
Church, 584 Glenside
Drive in Lafayette.
To register for this
event, go to our
page on Eventbrite.
The Prospectus and
Calendar follow on
the next page.

Spring Show Prospectus and
Calendar
2018 SPRING ART SHOW AND SALE
Prospectus and Calendar
AGREEMENT
Entry into the 2018 LAA/CAA Spring Art Show and Sale constitutes an agreement with the provisions of this
prospectus.
Entrants must be LAA or CAA members at the Artist level or higher.
All work must be handmade or designed by the participating artist and both arts and crafts will be accepted

WHAT IS EXPECTED OF PARTICIPATING ARTISTS?
•
•
•

On June 2ndh, you will need to arrive by 9:00 AM so that you can be completely set up no later than 11:00
AM and remain open and on-site until 4:00 PM. All artists must assist with take down at 4:00 PM.
To make sure the Art Show runs smoothly, and all the details get taken care of, you must sign-up for a
volunteer job. Volunteer opportunities include distributing postcards to local merchants, publicity, food
and drink, and setting up tables and chairs Friday evening.
The volunteer sign-up sheet is included in the “Artist Registration and Contract” form. Each member will
be responsible for a food/drink item.

DEADLINES AND REGISTRATION
The entry fee is thirty dollars ($30.00). You can register by going to our Eventbrite page by clicking here. No
cancellations after you register on Eventbrite.

REGISTRANTS RECEIVE
•
•
•

Promotional postcards and event publicity.
Inclusion on both the LAA and CAA websites with your contact info and a link to your own website.
The chance to join fellow artists in showing your artwork to the public during this exciting art sales and
exhibition opportunity.

SALES
Artists are responsible for their own sales and sales tax liability.
Each participating artist will be given a set-up space that will be assigned on Friday June 1st by the show
coordinators. When you arrive on June 2nd you will find a taped off location with your name on it. Location
preferences will be prioritized by registration date; those who register first will have first choice on location
(indoor or outdoor). We have very limited indoor spaces, so most people will be outside. The venue is beautiful
and there is shade most of the day.

INSURANCE AND LIABILITY
Artists are responsible for loss or damage to their artwork. All liability is the responsibility of the artist. Artists
shall not hold any managing or sponsoring organization for the 2018 Spring Art Show & Sale responsible for any
loss or damage or any other claims filed because of this event. No managing or sponsoring organizations shall be
held responsible for any unforeseen event or act of nature that forces cancellation of the event.

CONFIRMATION
Final registration will be confirmed via e-mail, upon receipt of the completed registration form and payment of
fees.

CALENDAR
March 1st- Registration opens.
March 31st - Final registration deadline. No refunds after this date.
April 15th – Postcards are distributed, and the event will be posted on the LAA and CAA websites.
Saturday June 2nd –
•
•
•

9:00 am to 11:00 am – Set-up
11:00 am to 4:00 pm – Art Show and Sale
4:00 pm to 6:00 pm – Take down and cleanup

If you have questions about the show, please contact either the LAA Art Show Coordinator: Karen Baden Thapa
at 925-299-2026 karenthapa@icloud.com or the CAA Art Show Coordinator: Pat Calabro , 925-899-2032,
pscalabro@comcast.net.
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Event Calendar
March 2 - May 29
March 2
March 8 - April 21
March 8
March 10 - 12
March 14
March 21 - June 2
March 24
April 4
April 15 - 29
April 21 - 23
May
May 12
May 12 - June 23
May 12
June 2
August
October
Ongoing

Carolyn WarmSun at David Brower Center
Reception at David Brower Center
Beyond the Brush at Danville Village Theatre
Reception at Danville Village Theatre
Jeanette Le Crue Workshop
Mira White presentation to LAA
“Impression Times 2” at Moraga Art Gallery
Reception at Moraga Art Gallery
Entry deadline for “Bay Area Life” at Valley Art
Gallery
Artist Getaway to Occidental
Paula Riley getaway workshop
Printmaking show at Main Street Arts
Moraga Community Faire
“Bay Area Life 2018” show at Valley Art Gallery
Reception at Valley Art Gallery
LAA Spring Art Show & Sale
“Landscapes: From Plein-Air to Imaginaire” at
Lindsay Dirkx Brown Gallery
“Small Works” at Art Cottage in Concord
Various Artist Getaways
Mira White Workshops
California Watercolor Association Workshops

The Coffey Corner
Remember that one of the benefits of LAA membership is the ability to have your own gallery page hosted
on our website. It’s not there automatically, you have
to ask for it. If you do want to have your own gallery,
request it from Webmaster@laa4art.org.
Share information about upcoming shows, exhibits,
events and art projects. E-mail information of interest
you would like to share to the editor, Mark Coffey, at
Editor@laa4art.org.
The Lamorinda Arts Alliance Newsletter is published
six times a year at the beginning of odd-numbered
months. The deadline for submission of articles and
images is generally the 20th day of the month prior to
publication.
Check out our Facebook page. “Like” us, share and post
your events. Use the Events Page of our website to post
your shows, exhibits, awards, workshops and seminars
as well as other items you think may be of interest to
our members.

