
We have several exciting events coming up in May and 
June that are covered in this newsletter.

On May 2nd, Joani Share will present a slide show and 
talk about the wonderful wooden creatures of Oaxaca, 
Mexico, called “Alebrijes”. The talk will be held at 7:00 
pm at Lafayette Christian Church, 584 Glenside Drive 
in Lafayette.

Main Street Arts Gallery is hosting a printmaking show 
titled “Under Pressure”, from May 2nd to June 2nd. 

June 2nd will be our LAA Spring Art Show and Sale.  
LAA is partnering with the Concord Art Association 
for this show. The hope is that this will draw in more 
artists and customers from a broader geographic area. 
24 artists will be participating, representing a diver-
sity of media. The Show and Sale will be held at the 
Lafayette Christian Church from 11:00 am to 4:00 pm.

Join LAA at any or all of these events and bring your 
friends.

Joani Share will present a slide show and talk about 
the wonderful wooden creatures of Oaxaca called 
“Alebrijes”. Each of the wooden sculptures are hand-
carved from the wood of the Copal tree. Traditionally 
the men carve the forms, and the women paint. You 
may know these wooden carved sculptures as the crea-
tures with all the painted dots. Joani will bring exam-
ples from her collection and share information about 
the arts in the villages surrounding the city of Oaxaca. 

Joani Share recently moved from Arizona to Concord, 
and joined many local art organizations including 
LAA. Joani is a painter, printmaker and mixed media 
artist, sometimes combining all three disciplines in one 
work of art. She has had two solo exhibitions in the area 
and has exhibited her work in a number of shows in the 
East Bay. As one of fifty artists selected by the Oakland 
A’s, her rendition of the team’s mascot “Stomper” will 
be exhibited in Oakland after the early April reveal. 
This spring, Joani will be included as a featured artist 
on the Artsy Shark website. You can view Joani’s art on 
her website: JoaniShare.com and at SFMOMA Artists 
Gallery and on-line through Saatchi.com.

This event is free and everyone is welcome to attend, 
so tell your friends. The presentation begins at 7:00 pm, 
Wednesday, May 2nd at the Lafayette Christian Church, 
584 Glenside Drive (at Moraga Road) in Lafayette.

Donna Arganbright
LAA President

A Message from our LAA President Joani Share and the Wood 
Carvings of Oaxaca
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“Precision Beauty,” the Moraga Art Gallery’s new ex-
hibit, features interpretations of nature in the form of 
jewelry by member artist Kuniko Kay Nitta of Walnut 
Creek and watercolor paintings by Berkeley’s Karen 
Kramer.

Kuniko draws her in-
spiration from the sim-
ple aesthetic beauty of 
Japanese nature, which 
influenced her formative 
years in Japan. She spe-
cializes in “cabochons,” 
semi-precious stones in-
dividually cut, shaped, 
ground, and polished 
with extreme precision 
to reveal their embedded 
colors and unique patterns. Kuniko claims to be “com-

pulsive in pursuing “precision 
beauty,” patiently using five dif-
ferent grinders in order bring out 
the natural beauty of each stone. 
Painstakingly-crafted and de-
tailed, some stones are adorned 
with beads, expertly wrapped 
or framed with delicate sterling 
silver or 14K gold-filled wire to 
make one-of-a-kind pendants, 
pins, and earrings.

Guest artist Karen Kramer, back for an encore of her 
acclaimed 2014 exhibit at the gallery, whimsically 
transforms groups of leaves, neighborhood groves and 
gardens, majestic mountains, tropical jungles, endan-
gered birds and more into lyrical fantasias of shapes 
and blended colors. A Berkeley resident, Karen paints 
elements of nature, striving to capture the mystery, 
variation, and whimsicality of the natural world. “I 
see endless contradictions within the same landscape: 
light/dark; arid/wet; living/dying,” she says, adding that 
she passionately examines this “harmonious paradox” 
and is “transfixed by the complex tapestry of nature 
and its constant flux.”

Having studied art at UC Berkeley, at Laney and Merritt 
Colleges, and at SF’s Academy of Art University, Karen 
has found her artistic niche using watercolor, pencils, 
ink and charcoal to create works dominated by ener-
getic movement and spontaneity, and with a sense sur-
prise and wildness. Testimony to the appeal of her work 

“Precision Beauty” at Moraga Art 
Gallery

“Hidden Hummingbirds” by Karen Kramer

“Singing Garden” by Karen Kramer
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is a resume that includes paintings chosen in this year’s 
Yosemite Renaissance competition, as well as juried 
shows in Florida and Oregon, and now, of course, the 
pinnacle of success - our very own Moraga Art Gallery. 

The show runs from June 6th to August 11th, and also 
includes work by the gallery’s 14 other members. An 
opening reception, to which the public is invited, will 
be take place on Saturday, June 9th from 5:00 to 7:00 pm. 
Come to see the art, meet the artists, sip a glass of wine 
and enjoy conversation with other local art lovers.

Judy Miller has informed us that she has a great artist 
studio available for rent in Martinez.

The space is approximately 253 square feet (13'6" x 
18'9") and is a great studio for an artist. This one year 
old space at Studio 55 has many amenities. Pricing is 
$400 per month with a month to month lease or a six or 
twelve month lease is also available. Please call Stacy at 
925-937-6422 (Build Tek) for more information if you 
are interested.

Main Street Arts Gallery is hosting the Lamorinda Arts 
Alliance printmaking show, “Under Pressure”, May 2nd 
to June 2nd. The exhibit showcases etching, aquatint, 
dry point, wood block, linocut, chine colie, monotype, 
monoprint, lithography and multi-media. Participating 
artists include:

Local printmaker and member of the California 
Society of Printmakers, Jan Cook, juried the artwork 
for the exhibit. The featured print, shown above, is a 
hand-pulled three-plate colored etching. There will be 
a Cinco de Mayo themed reception Saturday, May 5th, 
2:00 to 5:00 pm.

Donna Arganbright
Carol Levin Brent

Donna Brown
Joanna Davenport

Marian Harris
Danguole Kuolas
JoAnn Lieberman
Harry Liedstrand

Gail Morrison
Pat Prosek

Arline Reimann
Don Rooney

Stephen Schumm
Joani Share

Hallie Strock
Karen Baden Thapa

522 Center Street in Moraga’s Rheem Shopping Center
Gallery hours are Wednesday through Sunday, noon to 5:00pm

Visit www.MoragaArtGallery.com or call 925-376-5407

613 Main Street in Downtown Martinez
Gallery hours are Wednesday through Saturday, noon to 5:00pm

and Sunday, 10:00am to 2:00pm
Visit www.MainStreetArts.net or call 925-269-8049

Artist Studio Available for Rent

“Under Pressure” at Main Street 
Arts Gallery

“Sonoma Cactus” by Marian Harris

“Lake Meditation” by Karen Kramer
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On April 19th and 20th, students at Campolindo High 
School presented the first ever Campolindo Art 
Festival.  The show, “Identities”, explored self-hood and 
self-expression. The festival was impressive and inspir-
ing and showed the importance of keeping the arts as 
an integral part of the K-12 curriculum. The program 
included a showing of a short film, two poems read 
by their authors, a traditional dance from the Indian 
subcontinent, and, a string quartet debut of an original 
composition. The art was varied, interesting and uni-
formly well-executed.

Four students - Regina Kong, Hannah Eberhardt, Elena 
Koshkin and Zoe Del Rosario - produced and curated 
the show.

Zoe Del Rosario’s painting of her and her mother 
at different stages of their lives won first prize in the 
Lamorinda Arts Council’s High School Visual Arts 
Competition organized by Denise Momura.

Inspired by Dia de Los Muertos (the Day of the Dead) 
sugar skulls, which celebrate the children of the de-
ceased, the masks of “Identidad” illustrate different 
aspects of Latino heritage. The creativity in which the 
student members of Campolindo’s Latinos Unidos club 
chose to represent their identity serves as a reminder 
of the many ways in which we can connect to familial 
history and our own cultures.

Campolindo Art Festival

“Mother and Daughter - Separate and Shared Identities”
by Zoe Del Rosario

“Love and Pride” by Mindy Luo

“Identidad” by club members of Latinos Unidos
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Mindy Luo’s painting was inspired by the Pride Parade. 
She writes “The 2016 San Francisco Pride Parade really 
opened up my eyes; I saw that even through hardships 
and discrimination, people could still come together 
and support and accept one another. It reminded me 
that behind all the labels society presents to us, we all 
still have the power to love each other. I painted this 
celebration of happiness to show how I and others saw 
this event - beautiful and brightly colored.”

Natalie Schlesinger said of her drawing, “This piece was 
my first realistic drawing in pointillism and one of the 
most challenging I had done at the time. When I moved 
to California, I made this piece as a going-away present 
for my bass instructor. My bass teacher introduced me 
to Esperanza Spalding, a famous upright bassist, when 
I first began to play upright bass. Spalding’s spunk, in-
tegrity, and raw talent truly inspired me and pushed me 
to work harder - not only in music but also in art.”

At the opening reception, the packed audience enjoyed 
“Writer’s Block”, an experimental film by Jon Reyna; 
“Bhangra”, a dance by Armaan Johal; “Clothes”, a poem 
by Athya Uthayakumar; “Leaving/Returning”, a poem 
by Fiona Deane-Grundman; and “Moonshadow”, an 
original composition by Kyle Chuang performed by the 
string quartet of Brigitte Jia, Jaden Chuang, Michelle Li 
and Michelle Perelmutor.

Visitors were delighted by the variety and quality of 
the art - sometimes provocative, sometimes humor-
ous, always honest - that examined questions of self, 
family, culture, race, ethnicity, sexual orientation and 
religion.  The student 
organizers said that 
the wide-ranging art 
on display “arises from 
a curiosity for the 
world and explores the 
many manifestations 
of identity, reflecting 
on what it means to be 
human.”

Thanks to Moraga Art 
Gallery for supporting 
this event and loaning 
display panels to the 
students.

“Goodbye to My Home; Esperanza Spalding”
by Natalie Schlesinger

“Self-Portrait” by Regina Kong
(Inspired by Vermeer’s Girl with a Pearl Earring)

“Hideaway” by Elizabeth Maroney
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Main Street Arts will be introducing the group Artist 
Five (A-5): Lynn Glenn, Jan Lainoff, Pam McCauley, 
Roberta Milstead and Dee Tivenan. Although each 
member of the group has exhibited extensively, this 
will be their first group show. Five very different artists 
have bonded and banded together over coffee to share 
painting techniques, upcoming exhibits at galleries and 
museums, angst concerning their art, and most impor-
tantly, friendship.  Five people, five lives, five views they 
want to share with you.

All are members of the LAA and most met through their 
association with the LAA. Their exhibition runs from 
June 6th to July 1st. A reception with wine and appetiz-
ers will be held Saturday, June 9th from 5:00 to 7:00 pm 
at Main Street Arts, 613 Main Street, Martinez, 94553.  
Parking is available one block away on the northwest 
corner of Castro and Escobar Streets.

Joe Bologna will be exhibit-
ing two large sculptures on 
the Downtown Cloverdale 
Sculpture Trail this year. 
This is his tenth year partici-
pating in this annual event. 
One of his sculptures, titled 
“Tumbled Tasty Treat”, is 
a six-foot tall creamsicle. 
His other sculpture is titled 
“Dark Tower” and is a sculp-
tural mocking of Trump 
Tower.

Introducing Artist Five at Main 
Street Arts

Joe Bologna on the Sculpture 
Trail

An Untitled Acrylic Painting by Pam McCauley
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Samantha McNally, LAA artist and our Webmaster, 
organizes painting retreats that are great getaways. 
Upcoming getaways are to Murphys, June 17th to June 
20th, and to Half Moon Bay, October 21st to October 
24th. She is taking registrations for both.

You can register online on ArtistGetaway.com. If you 
have any questions, please email Samantha at Info@ar-
tistgetaway.com or call 415-828-4991.

All of the Artist Getaway trips are planned for painting 
at easily accessible locations where the views are right 
near the parking area and there are restrooms nearby. 
The prices are all on the registration pages for each 
location. The price includes the hotel and the group 
painting locations, a welcome reception and meetings 
each evening to view and discuss our paintings. There’s 
also an Artist Choice vote on the last evening with priz-
es and ribbons. Food is not included except for Half 
Moon Bay where breakfast is included. More details on 
ArtistGetaway.com 

Ruth McMillin announces that she will be showing 
her paintings at Blackhawk Gallery in Danville at the 
“Spotlight” exhibit, now to July 8th.

Ruth will also be showing her sculpture at Diablo Valley 
College Art Gallery in Pleasant Hill, now to May 9th.

“Spotlight” at Blackhawk Gallery

Artist Getaway in Murphys Ruth McMillin at Blackhawk 
Gallery and DVC

“Spring Rain on Violas” by Ruth McMillin

“Aureus Hominus” by Ruth McMillin
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“Creative Synergy” is the art show for May at the Orinda 
Library. It reunites three well known Lamorinda artists 
with each other, their friends and patrons. The three, 
Susan McKenna List, Camille Young and Dalia Alekna, 
worked together at ‘Susan’s Studio’ in Lafayette’s La 
Fiesta Square for a number of years. The three were also 
founding members of both the Lafayette Art Gallery 
and the Moraga Art Gallery.

List is remembered for her plein air and commission 
work, Young for her watercolors and Alekna for her 
pastels and jewelry.

Christina Engelbrecht, then of the Contra Costa Sun 
‘Arts and Leisure’ section, wrote of the creative synergy, 
studio banter and career goals of the three often. The 

studio became an atelier of sorts with other artists and 
Lamorindans strolling in with coffee to chat and watch 
the team’s masterpieces develop. It was a good six year 
run when List reluctantly closed the studio to return 
East.

Since that time, the three have continued to work 
consistently and kept in touch through social media.  
Cindy Raleigh Fine Art provided an opportunity for 
the three to show their art together again and they 
could not resist. List is especially thrilled to visit with 
her Lamorinda clients again. She will ship her paint-
ings from the east and is traveling west for the show.

The three will show original oils, watercolors, pastels 
and jewelry. They are considering a paint-out at the li-
brary patio and cafe. Watch for details on social media 
or on Susan’s website at SusanList.com or Camille’s 
website at CamilleYoung.com.

Everyone is invited to attend the artist reception at the 
library gallery on Sunday, May 6th, from 2:30 to 4:30 pm. 
The Orinda Library Art Gallery is located at 26 Orinda 
Way in Orinda. Hours are Monday through Thursday, 
10:00 am to 8:00 pm, Friday and Saturday, 10:00 am to 
6:00 pm, and Sunday, 10:00 am to 5:00 pm.

“Creative Synergy” at Orinda 
Library

“Beach Park Cafe” by Susan McKenna List

“Bella Vineyard I” by Dalia Alekna A French Mall Scene by Camille Young
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Mira White announces that she is having a solo exhi-
bition titled “Material Matters” at the Nichols Gallery 
in the Mendocino Art Center now through the end of 
May.

The show is a potpourri of mixed media paintings show-
casing both hot and cold wax artworks that include col-
lage, oil, soft pastel and oil based pigment sticks.

The gallery is located at 45200 Little Lake Street in 
Mendocino and the gallery is open daily from 11:00 am 
to 5:00 pm. There will be a reception for Mira Saturday, 
May 12th from 5:00 to 9:00 pm.

Mira will also be giving her “Wondrous Wax Workshop” 
in Mendocino from May 25th to May 28th. Limited 
spaces are still available. Visit MiraWhite.com for ad-
ditional information.

The featured artist at the Valley Art Gallery through 
August 5th is Shirley Nootbaar, a well-known local art-
ist who has been a member of the Gallery for over 50 
years. Her exhibit is “From Ridges, Roads and Ranches”.

Nootbaar, a third generation Californian, earned her 
B.F.A. from California College of Arts and Crafts (now 
CCA) and she is presently a free-lance artist-illustrator. 

She has the unique skill of transforming ordinary 
scenes with lively technique and dramatic presenta-
tion, making her work much more than just a reflec-
tion of the subject.

Opening August 8th will be Ruth Hussey, also a 
California native, lifelong resident of the Bay Area and 
an artist since childhood. For more than forty years she 
has concentrated on perfecting her skills, specializing 
in portraiture, figure and still life paintings. She has 
studied with a number of distinguished artists at the 
San Francisco Academy of Art, and her work has won 
over 100 awards in numerous juried shows throughout 
the nation. Her work is in many private and some cor-
porate collections. This exhibition will feature works 
done in egg tempera, a medium used by many masters 
in the late medieval and early Renaissance periods.

On May 12th, from 3:00 to 6:00 pm, the gallery will host 
a free reception to celebrate the opening of the new, ju-
ried exhibition, “Bay Area Life.” Emma Acker will pres-
ent the juror’s awards at that time.

Mira White show, “Material 
Matters”

“From Ridges, Roads and Ranches” 
at Valley Art

“North Gate Ride” by Shirley Nootbaar

“Hovering”  by Mira White
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The Bedford Gallery has secured a National Endowment 
for the Arts (NEA) grant for a public art project that 
will bring world-renowned sculptor Patrick Dougherty 
to Walnut Creek’s downtown Civic Park - a tremen-
dous accomplishment that will boost community in-
volvement in the arts.

The project is a monumental installation that 
Dougherty will create from woven willow saplings. The 
public is invited to apply to be a volunteer assistant and 
work side-by-side with the artist to build this one-of-
a-kind environment in Civic Park. If you are interested 
in being a volunteer artist assistant, email your inter-
est to  GalleryInfo@bedfordgallery.org. The project is 
slated to begin Tuesday, May 8th, and be completed by 
Saturday, May 26th, ending with a celebration event at 
Civic Park from 2:00 to 4:00 pm. The installation will be 
on view in Walnut Creek for two years.

This project is inspired by the idea that art is for 
everyone.

“Our main goal with this project is to engage the com-

munity in and around Walnut Creek by involving 
them in the creation of public art,” says Bedford cura-
tor Carrie Lederer. “We want to broaden the audience 
for the City’s public art program and find new ways to 
involve all those in our community who are drawn to 
urban art, but have not have had the opportunity to be 
engaged.”

Patrick Dougherty is based in Chapel Hill, North 
Carolina. He is known around the world for his sig-

Bedford’s Patrick Dougherty Public 
Art Project

“In the Thick of It”, Pinecrest Gardens, Pinecrest, FL
The site for this sculpture features a banyan tree whose 
aerial prop roots suggest a vertical knot. I decided to build 
a complimentary horizontal knot, a fleur-de-lis hedge with 
walls that hopscotch over each other in an endless loop, a 
three-dimensional unity symbol. The resulting sculpture 
has nine rooms for visitors to explore, and many doors and 
windows.
This “knot garden” is located in a pivotal spot in the Garden, 
next to the music venue and the open meadow that hosts 
community activities.  
Photo: Ken Johnson

“Fancy’s Bower”, Montreal Botanical Garden, Montreal
Inspiration for this work came from ancient observatories.  
The center tower has a large oculus in the ceiling to enhance 
the feeling of looking skyward. The outlying pyramids 
reference Stonehenge and other such monuments to ancient 
astronomy.
At the same time, the sculpture offers the visitor an invitation 
to a quiet retreat, a secret bower, a get-away into Nature’s 
respite. The title was borrowed from a Percy Bysshe Shelley 
poem.
Photo: Pierre Charbonneau
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nature sculpting style that combines master carpentry 
skills with a love of nature and experimentation. His 
innovative design and construction projects are large 
enough to walk in and around, and can be found in 
parks and public settings across the United States and 
the world including Washington, D.C., Philadelphia, 
Portland, Nashville, and Houston.

Dougherty’s prolific international career includes over 
250 works and numerous awards including a North 
Carolina Artist Fellowship Award, Henry Moore 
Foundation Fellowship, and an NEA Fellowship. He 
published a major monograph of his work, Stickwork, 
in 2009. Dougherty earned a B.A. in English from the 
University of North Carolina in 1967 and an M.A. 
in Hospital and Health Administration from the 
University of Iowa in 1969. He later studied art history 
and sculpture at the University of North Carolina. To 
learn more, visit Stickwork.net. 

Congress established the National Endowment for the 
Arts in 1965 and it remains “the independent federal 
agency whose funding and support gives Americans 
the opportunity to participate in the arts, exercise their 
imaginations, and develop their creative capacities.” 
Learn more at https://www.arts.gov/about-nea

“Head Over Heels”, Orenco Park, Hillsboro, OR
This work consists of seven large faces that peek out from 
both sides of a line of old growth Douglas fir trees. Initially 
inspired by masks and totems of Northwest indigenous 
peoples, they morphed during the building process into 
caricatures of human surprise. The arrangement of elements 
corrals the trees and creates among them a room of ancient 
tree trunks, thick and luxurious. Perhaps this invitation to rub 
shoulders with the craggy bark of such oldsters is the best 
part of the work. At the last minute, a hint of the heads of 
Easter Island statuary emerged as we fitted each head with 
a suitable hat.
Photo: Rick Paulson

“Wingding”, Bay Area Discovery Museum, Sausalito, CA
Inspiration for this sculpture came from several sources: 
remembering the fable of Ali Baba and the Forty Thieves in 
which the thieves hide in jars; encountering online images of 
the Plane of Jars in Laos with children playing among the 
funerary jars spread over acres; and, also online, exploring 
street scenes of developing countries where clay jars are still 
important to daily life. These led me to want to give children 
at BADM a set of oversized jars with the opportunity to 
explore within.
I wanted to maximize the experience for kids wandering in 
and about the sculpture AND to create and interesting view 
from above. (The tops of the jars can be seen from a higher 
walking trail.)
These jars are a jolly bunch and, when they have a party, they 
invite children to a big“wingding.”  We hope that children will 
be intrigued by the name and use it to celebrate.
Photos: Stian Rasmussen
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Remember that one of the benefits of LAA member-
ship is the ability to have your own gallery page hosted 
on our website. It’s not there automatically, you have 
to ask for it. If you do want to have your own gallery, 
request it from Webmaster@laa4art.org.
Share information about upcoming shows, exhibits, 
events and art projects. E-mail information of interest 
you would like to share to the editor, Mark Coffey, at 
Editor@laa4art.org.
The Lamorinda Arts Alliance Newsletter is published 
six times a year at the beginning of odd-numbered 
months. The deadline for submission of articles and 
images is generally the 20th day of the month prior to 
publication.
Check out our Facebook page. “Like” us, share and post 
your events. Use the Events Page of our website to post 
your shows, exhibits, awards, workshops and seminars 
as well as other items you think may be of interest to 
our members.
The editor is ready to pass the torch to someone willing 
to participate in the activities of LAA. If you would like 
to assume the Editor role, contact Editor@laa4art.org 

through May 9 Ruth McMillin at DVC Art Gallery
through May 29 Carolyn WarmSun at David Brower Center
through May 31 “Under Pressure” at Main Street Arts
through May 31 “Creative Synergy” at Orinda Library
through May 31 Mira White at Mendocino Art Center
through June 2 “Impression Times 2” at Moraga Art Gallery
through July 8 “Spotlight” at Blackhawk Gallery
through July 8 Ruth McMillin at Blackhawk Gallery
through August 5 “From Ridges, Roads and Ranches” at Valley Art
May 2 Joani Share talk on the carvings of Oakaca
May 2 - June 2 “Under Pressure” at Main Street Arts
May 5 Reception at Main Street Arts
May 6 Reception at Orinda Library
May 12 Reception at Mendocino Art Center
May 12 Reception at Valley Art Gallery
May 12 Moraga Community Faire
May 12 Reception at Valley Art Gallery
May 12 - June 23 “Bay Area Life 2018” show at Valley Art Gallery
May 26 Celebration event for Patrick Dougherty Sculpture
June 2 LAA Spring Art Show & Sale
June 6 - July 1 Artist 5 at Main Street Arts
June 6 -August 11 “Precision Beauty” at Moraga Art Gallery
June 9 Reception at Moraga Art Gallery
June 9 Reception at Main Street Arts
June 17 - June 20 Murphys Getaway
August “Landscapes: From Plein-Air to Imaginaire” at
 Lindsay Dirkx Brown Gallery
October 21 - October 24 Half Moon Bay Getaway
October “Small Works” at Art Cottage in Concord
Ongoing Various Artist Getaways
 Mira White Workshops
 California Watercolor Association Workshops

Event Calendar The Coffey Corner
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