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A Message from our LAA President

It Was a Great Spring Show & Sale

A lot has been happening with LAA. June 2nd saw a
warm, sunny day for the Spring Art Show and Sale.
Crowds were steady, particularly before the really hot
weather set in. Twenty-eight artists in a variety of media
participated. We had delicious food and live music to
entertain our visitors.

We had a great day at the Spring Show & Sale on June
2nd. This was our first event shared with the Concord
Art Association and we enjoyed meeting and visiting
with their participating members. Karen Baden Thapa
thanks Pat Calabro for all her help as co-chair of the
event. She also thanks everyone who helped make the
day a success.

“Under Pressure” at the Main Street Arts Gallery in
Martinez was a quality print show with a lovely Cinco
de Mayo reception.
We are preparing for the summer August Show at the
Lindsay Dirkx Brown Gallery in San Ramon titled,
“Landscapes: Plein Air to Imaginaire.”
Save the date of Saturday, October 13th for the Fall Art
Show and Sale. Additional information and the entry
applications will follow.
Thank you to Karen Baden Thapa, Joanie Share, Terry
Blair and Jennifer Granat for all their hard work to
make these shows happen.

Donna Arganbright
LAA President
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We will be gathering again October 13th at the Lafayette
Christian Church for our Fall Show & Sale coordinated
by Terry Blair, and we encourage everyone to participate and show your artwork. We will be sending out
additional information and entry application forms in
the near future.
Our Summer Landscape show, organized by Joanie
Share, will be at the Lindsay Dirkx Brown Gallery in
San Ramon during the month of August. We are also
planning a small works show in October, organized by
Jennifer Granat, at the aRt Cottage in Concord.
Look for information for our upcoming shows in this
newsletter and watch your email for additional information and links to the entry forms.
Please support the Lamorinda Arts Alliance by viewing
our shows, attending a reception and participating in
LAA events. You can always visit our website and check
our current exhibits and education nights.
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“Small Things Exhibit” at aRt
Cottage
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LAA Fall Art Show & Sale

Are you tired of trying to see “The BIG Picture?”
Do you have too much blank s p a c e to fill? How
about trying to downsize your vision, think diminutively,
and seek out the Whovilles and the Liliputians?

For our Fall Art Show & Sale, Terry Blair is giving a much needed break to our hardworking VP of
Exhibitions, Karen Baden Thapa, by organizing and coordinating the exhibit.

We’re talking about
going small! We want to
see your small works paintings, sculptures,
photography and prints
made small and of small
things. Indeed, we will
be having an exhibition
entirely dedicated to
Small Things this coming
nd
th
October 2 through the 26 . And what better place to
have this exhibit than at the intimate aRt Cottage, the
coolest little art gallery just off the square in downtown
Concord.

Many of you may recognize Terry’s name because she
has been a member of the Arts Alliance since its inception many years ago. She was a founding board member and wrote the newsletter for many years. She really
believes in the need for our organization, so she once
again is stepping up to make a contribution. She knows
that she won’t be able to do it alone, so she is calling on
all our members to help her make this event a roaring
success.

Jennifer Granat will
be organizing and
coordinating the exhibit. The deadline
for entry is July 31st
so start thinking
small, gather up your
smallest ideas and
create small works
for our “Small Things
Exhibition”! More information will follow.
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This October 13th will be our 4th annual Fall Art Show &
Sale at the beautiful location of the Lafayette Christian
Church, 584 Glenside Drive in Lafayette. If you have
participated before or you have driven through Burton
Valley in Lafayette, you know what a great location this
is for us. The venue is next to the Lafayette-Moraga trail,
it has lots of parking and there is a steady stream of vehicular and pedestrian traffic going by slowly enough
to see our signs and see that we have an event worth
stopping to visit. Beautiful oak trees surround the site
and provide shade for the exterior patios. The indoor
space is lined with windows bringing in light and views
of the trees. As well as showing and selling our work to
the public, we have the opportunity to socialize with
and meet our fellow artists and crafters. There will be
tasty food and beverages as well as live piano music, a
gourmet local chocolate maker and maybe some new
surprises.
We will be sending out an email to remind you of the
show with a link to the application forms. But if you
want to get an early start, you can click here to access
the Prospectus and Calendar and the Registration and
Contract. The Call for Entries runs July 1st through July
31st. LAA and Terry must receive your completed application and check for $30 by July 31st. If you have any
questions about participating in the show or if you have
any questions after downloading the application forms,
please feel free to contact Terry Blair at Walking_
Quail@comcast.net
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“Celebrating Light” at Valley Art
Gallery
This summer’s show at the Valley Art Gallery continues with “Celebrating Light” and features the work of
noted Lamorinda artist Judith Feins, celebrated for her
plein air landscapes. The show will continue through
Saturday, August 4th.
Judith states, “I
paint outdoors in
plein air as much as
possible to capture
the fleeting drama
of light and color,
and the personalities of the different
geographical areas
I visit. I paint to
capture qualities of
shifting light, with
“Last Boat” by Judith Feins
long vistas of space
evoking possibility and freedom. The beauty and endless variety of the natural world has always fascinated
me, and is the force behind my paintings.”
Come to our open house reception on Saturday, July
14th from 3:00 to 5:00 pm, and meet Judith and see her
wonderful paintings.
In addition to Judith’s works, the Valley Art Gallery
features over 300 works of art as warm and wonderful
as our summers in the Diablo Valley, including works
from the best East Bay artists, for sale or rent. Plus, there
are beautifully crafted, ceramic, wood and glass pieces,
and original designer jewelry. Valley Art Gallery is a
volunteer run, non-profit organization that has been
representing artists of the Bay Area since 1949.

1661 Botellho Drive, Suite #110
in the Palm Court Shopping Center, Walnut Creek
Gallery hours are Tuesday through Saturday, 11:00 to 5:00
Visit www.ValleyArtGallery.org or call 925-935-4311
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“Radiance” at Blackhawk Gallery
The Alamo Danville Artists’ Society will host the opening of Blackhawk Gallery’s new Exhibit “Radiance”. The
exhibit features one guest artist and forty member artists. Guest artist Carol Tarzier will be showing her sculptures and paintings.
Members’ artworks include paintings, drawings, sculptures, ceramics, photographs,
and wearable art.
A gala reception will
be held on Saturday,
July 14th from 5:00 to
7:00 pm, with wine and
hors d’oeuvre. The reception and exhibit are
free and open to the
public. The exhibit will
be on view seven days
a week from Friday,
July 13th to Sunday,
September 16th.
The exhibit is curated
by Debby Koonce,
Kerima Swain and
Beverly Turner.

“Venus” by Carol Tarzier

Gallery hours are Monday through Saturday, 10:00 am
to 8:00 pm and Sunday, 11:00 am to 6:00 pm. Holiday
hours are 10:00 am to 5:00 pm on Labor Day.
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“Walk on the Wild Side” at
Moraga Art Gallery
The Moraga Art Gallery’s next show, entitled “Walk on
the Wild Side,” runs from August 15th to October 20th
and features the distinctive work of member artist Josie
Osolin. Josie’s own words, reproduced below, capture
the essence of her work as an artist.

give a sense of movement. Under dominant broad strokes
of color, subtleties and complexities reveal themselves as
layers of hidden color, textures, shadows and form. Also,
a painting’s open spaces are just as important as the areas
of thickest paint because they create energy that makes
the painting pulse with life. My approach creates a body
of work with uplifting, vigorous, dramatic, sometimes
gentle, and often forceful appeal. Ever present is a sense
of movement and vitality that adds an aura of vibrancy
and sophistication to any setting, from avant-garde to
traditional.
My intent is to create individually inspired works, permitting a personal expression that is free from the influence
of either instructors or other artists. I enjoy doing commission work with clients to satisfy their preferences for
canvas size and colors to complement their décor. I have
created pieces for collectors in Moraga, Napa, Sonoma,
the San Francisco Bay Area, El Dorado Hills, Granite
Bay, Lincoln, Rocklin, Sacramento, Redondo Beach and
Bend, Oregon.

by Josie Osolin

Once upon a time, I stumbled on a passage by Georgia
O’Keefe that resonated with me: “I found I could say
things with color and shapes that I couldn’t say any other
way - things I had no words for.”
My own paintings are original in design and theme.
Each reflects a common style incorporating the use of vibrant colors and abstract designs. My manner of expression allows for varied interpretations of my paintings,
permitting each one to say as much as the viewer beholds. I feel every stroke is intentional and breathes passion. Specializing in abstract and non-objective painting,
I apply paint generously, using colors vividly; my lines
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by Jenn Norpchen
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by Terry Ow-Wing

by Terry Ow-Wing

Also featured in the show are two guest artists: Jenn
Norpchen, specializing in wild, whimsical gourds, reincarnated as birds, frogs, snails and other creatures,
and Terry Ow-Wing, an Asian-influenced glass artist
whose work has evolved from her background in architecture, photography, and glass blowing.
The show, which also includes work by the gallery’s
14 member artists as well as several guest artists, runs
from August 15th to October 20th.
The public is invited to a free opening reception on
Saturday, August 18th from 5:00 to 7:00 pm. Use the occasion to meet the artists, sip a glass of wine accompanied by light snacks and live music.

522 Center Street in Moraga’s Rheem Shopping Center
Gallery hours are Wednesday through Sunday, noon to 5:00pm
Visit www.MoragaArtGallery.com or call 925-376-5407
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by Terry Ow-Wing
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Our Artists on Display
Bobbie Kinkead has three pieces of her artwork showing in the “Patterns, Prose & Poetry” Exhibit at the
Frank Bette Gallery in Alameda at 1601 Paru Street. The
gallery is open Thursday through Sunday, 11:00 am to
5:00 pm. The show runs through August 4th. There will
be a reception Friday, July 13th from 7:00 to 9:00 pm.

July+August 2018
Carla Gelbaum is showing her painting, “Moonlight
Sonata No. 1” in the Richmond Art Center Annual
Members’ Show. The show runs June 12th to August 16th
at the Richmond Art Center, 2540 Barrett Avenue in
Richmond. Hours are Tuesday through Saturday, 10:00
am to 5:00 pm.

“Lines in Triangles” by Bobbie Kinkead

Bobbie is also the artist-in-residence at Free Utopian
Projects, a thrift shop and gallery in Oakland, owned
by artist and curator Jocelyn Meggit. Stuff there is
free! The shop and gallery are open Thursday through
Sunday, noon to 4:00 pm at 2809 MacArthur Blvd. in
Oakland.

Collages from Recycled Objects by Bobbie Kinkead
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Carla with her painting at Richmond Art Center

Doug Heine has a new piece that will be shown in
August at Temescal Alley in Oakland. He also has two
fountains installed at the Bancroft Gardens for the annual sculpture show the runs until August 19th.

Doug Heine’s fountain sculptures at Bancroft Gardens
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Wenda Pyman has a solo photographic show titled
“Intercepting Light” at the Moraga Library Gallery,
1500 St. Mary’s Road in Moraga. The show runs
through July 1st.

“Pt. Lobos by Judy Feins

Judy Feins will be showing “Celebrating Light – Recent
Work by Judith Feins” at the Valley Art Gallery in
Walnut Creek. The show runs to August 4th at 1661
Botelho Drive in Walnut Creek. There will be a reception Saturday, July 14th from 3:00 to 5:00 pm.
Sculptor Joe Bologna is also showing four of his pieces in the Bancroft Garden annual sculpture show in
Walnut Creek until August 19th. If you have never visited this event, here is a link to a brief video of last years
event - https://youtu.be/THzbgXKJMTY

“Morro Rock” by Wenda Pyman

Wenda will also have selected work in the Oakland Art
Association Group Show at
the Orinda Library Gallery, 26
Orinda Way in Orinda, from
August 1st to August 31st.
Wenda Pyman announces that
she has 22 sheets of 32”x40”
acid-free foam core board. If
anyone is interested, call her
at 415-929-9022. She is selling
the sheets for $3.00 each and
she can make them available at
Moraga Art Gallery.

“Baker Beach, SF” by
Wenda Pyman

Ruth McMillin has forwarded the link to the Martinez
Arts Association website and newsletter. It is worth
checking to see other things our members are involved
with and to see other opportunities available for upcoming events and shows. For example, the Martinez
Arts Association’s 49th annual “Art in the Park” is coming up on Sunday, August 19th. Information for the
show, as well as a link to the application form to participate is on the site.

Gong from Mission San Desoto by Joe Bologna
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Don’t forget to submit information on your shows and
events. You don’t need to wait for the next newsletter we are trying to get more timely news up on our site.

Newsletter

July+August 2018

California Watercolor Association
Presents “The Color of Summer”
California Watercolor Association is proud to present
its members’ show, “The Color of Summer” and to have
the opportunity to show 50 of their members' artwork
from around the country at St. Mary’s College Museum
of Art – it is such a wonderful venue. The work of these
accomplished artists, many of whom exhibit widely,
will present an exceptional selection of subjects and
styles, available for purchase.
The show runs through August 11th. There will be Plein
Air activities on July 7th and August 11th.
St. Mary’s College Museum of Art is located at 1928
Saint Mary’s Road in Moraga. Hours are Wednesday
through Sunday, 10:00 am to 4:00 pm. St. Mary's College
Museum of Art is a prestigious museum located on the
beautiful sylvan campus in Moraga. The museum is
unique in Contra Costa County as the only one accredited by the American Association of Museums.

Call for Entries
The California Watercolor Association is calling for entries for its 49th National Exhibition.
Exhibition dates are January 11th to February 16th, 2019
at the Harrington Gallery in Pleasanton. There will be
$14,000 in Anticipated Awards. The juror is Iain Stewart.
Entry is open now and the entry deadline is September
1st, 2018. For the entry prospectus, visit http://www.
californiawatercolor.org/gallery.php?cat=93

Event Calendar
through August 4
through August 4
through August 4
through August 11
through August 11
through August 16
through August 19
July 1 - July 31
July 13 - September 16
July 13
July 14
July 14
August
August
August

Bobbie Kinkead at Frank Bette Gallery
Judith Feins at Valley Art Gallery
“Celebrating Light” at Valley Art Gallery
“The Color of Summer” at St. Mary’s
“Precision Beauty” at Moraga Art Gallery
Carla Gelbaum at Richmond Art Center
Doug Heine at Bancroft Gardens
Entries due for LAA Fall Show and Sale
“Radiance” at Blackhawk Gallery
Reception at Frank Bette Gallery
Reception at Valley Art Gallery
Reception at Blackhawk Gallery
Wenda Pyman at Orinda Library Gallery
Doug Heine at Temescal Alley
“Landscapes: From Plein-Air to Imaginaire” at
Lindsay Dirkx Brown Gallery
August 15 - October 20
“Walk on the Wild Side” at Moraga Gallery
August 18
Reception at Moraga Art Gallery
August 19
Art in the Park in Martinez
September 1
Deadline for CWA National Exhibition
October 2 - October 26 “Small Things Exhibit” at aRt Cottage
October 13
LAA Fall Art Show & Sale
October 21 - October 24 Half Moon Bay Getaway
January 11 - February 16 CWA National Exhibit
Ongoing

Various Artist Getaways
Mira White Workshops
California Watercolor Association Workshops

The Coffey Corner
Remember that one of the benefits of LAA membership is the ability to have your own gallery page hosted
on our website. You have to ask for it - request it from
Webmaster@laa4art.org.
Share upcoming shows, exhibits, events and art projects. E-mail information of interest you would like to
share to the editor, Mark Coffey, at Editor@laa4art.org.
The Lamorinda Arts Alliance Newsletter is published
six times a year at the beginning of odd-numbered
months. The deadline for submission of articles and
images is generally the 20th day of the month prior to
publication.
Check out our Facebook page. “Like” us, share and post
your events. Use the Events Page of our website to post
your shows, exhibits, awards, workshops and seminars
as well as other items you think may be of interest to
our members.

“Queen’s Ferry” by Iain Stewart
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The editor is ready to pass the torch to someone willing
to participate in the activities of LAA. If you would like
to assume the Editor role, contact Editor@laa4art.org

