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As we are approaching the end of 2018, I would like to 
take the opportunity to thank all of LAA’s hard work-
ing Board members and all of our members who have 
actively supported and participated in our programs.

To our Board members, thanks goes to Mark Coffey for 
producing our excellent newsletters, and for design-
ing our show cards and other graphic projects. He and 
Samantha McNally have been of invaluable assistance 
with our web site.

Gratitude goes to Karen Baden Thapa for organizing 
three excellent shows and one show and sale this year. 
She spends a great deal of time making these shows 
happen and looks ahead for opportunities for shows 
for the coming year.

Jennifer Perlmutter works to create innovative educa-
tion programs for LAA. As the owner of an art gallery, 
her ideas and input are invaluable.

As a member at large, Pam McCauley provides helpful 
insights and ideas.

Our long time Treasurer, Bill Klaproth, keeps us fiscally 
sound and organized.

Maggie Lucas-Hill, our Secretary, gives us a clear re-
cord of our discussions and decisions with her minutes.  
She also organized our booth at the Lafayette Art and 
Wine Festival and plans to do so again next year.

Although not a Board Member, Marian Harris has 
taken on the formidable job of keeping our member-
ship up to date…no small feat. We appreciate her work.

Again, thank you to all of our members who have 
helped to organize our exhibitions and events and to 
all who supported and participated in them to make 
LAA a vibrant and active community art organization.

Memories. Sometimes they’re so strong they almost 
scare you. Sometimes they are but a mere trace, ethe-
real, fleeting, but still hold tight. This art exhibition 
and sale, by Concord Art Association artists, is sure to 
invite conversation and ignite memories in the viewer. 
Join us and revel in our imagery that spans from realis-
tic to wildly abstract.

The show runs through December 14th at San Ramon 
City Hall, 7000 Bollinger Canyon Road in San Ramon. 
Hours are Monday through Friday, 8:00 am to 5:00 pm.

Donna Arganbright - LAA President

A Message from our LAA President “Memories” at San Ramon City 
Hall
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In the spirit of the season, the Moraga Art Gallery pres-
ents its end-of-year show, “Holiday Magic in Porcelain 
and Paint”, a colorful new show featuring the works of 
two of Lamorinda’s most celebrated artists: Lafayette’s 
Donna Arganbright and Orinda’s Maria SantoStefano.

Donna, the president of LAA and a long-time gallery 
member, creates beautifully-crafted, functional pot-
tery: ceramic mugs, bowls, pitchers, lidded boxes, and 
trays that flow with soft lines and burst with luscious 
blues, greens, and reds. Meant to be touched, taken 
home, and used every day, her collection also includes 
“attitude figures” - vases disguised as posturing human 
figures, hands on hips, and clothed in fresh, bright-
hued glazes.

Guest artist SantoStefano specializes in dazzling oil 
paintings - water and landscapes that capture the ad-
dictive beauty of the local scene as well as other north-
ern California places. Having studied with a veritable 
“Who’s Who” of East Bay plein air artists, including Ann 
Marie and Pamela Glover, Theresa Onoda, Suzanne 
D’Arcy and John Finger, Maria acknowledges their in-
fluence on her choice of colors, her distinctive brush 
strokes and the appealing dimensionality of shapes on 
her canvases.

Among several other guest artists, the eminent jeweler 
Jyotsa Chawler is making an encore appearance with 
samples adapted from treasures of regal jewelry and ar-
tifacts made by Jyotsa's family in centuries past at the 
behest of India's elite maharajas. By coincidence, from 
November to February 2019, San Francisco's Legion of 
Honor store will be offering an additional selection of 
Jyotsa's brand-name Manjusha Jewels.

The gallery's show, which also includes work by its 14 
member artists, runs to January 5th. Through November, 
hours are Wednesday through Sunday, 12:00 noon to 
5:00 pm. For holiday shopping convenience, there will 

“Holiday Magic in Porcelain and 
Paint” at Moraga Gallery
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be extended December hours from 10:00 am to 
6:00 pm daily through December 24th.

Due to the generosity of the Orinda Arts Council and 
the vision of Maggie Bosco, the longtime coordinator 
of the Orinda Library Gallery, the Moraga Art Gallery 
has recently enhanced its method of hanging paintings 
and photographs.

During the summer, the library's own hanging system 
was brought into the modern age. With many parts 
from the old system in recyclable condition, Maggie 
generously donated them to the Moraga Art Gallery, 
enabling the seventeen year-old gallery to enhance the 
appearance and efficiency of its own system.

The entire membership of Moraga Art Gallery is grate-
ful to both Maggie and the Orinda Arts Council for its 
generous gift.  

This year, thirty-five artists will be showing their small 
two-dimensional and three-dimensional work at this 
annual holiday show. All items are priced under $500. 
As always, there will be a few surprises.... miniature 
furniture made from champagne cork wire, handmade 
ornaments and more. This is always a festive time that 
kicks off this season of family and sharing.

The show exhibit runs November 15th through the 
end of the year. There will be an opening reception 
with Holiday Cheer Thursday, November 15th from 
6:00 until 9:00 pm. In addition, this year there will be 
a holiday stroll through Lafayette for evening holiday 
shopping, cheer and late hours with local merchants on 
Saturday, December 8th until 8:00 pm.

Don’t forget to visit the pop-art of Mel Ramos & Friends 
Show now at the gallery through November 10th. If you 
want to learn more about Mel Ramos, visit Jennifer’s 
site by clicking here to Mel Ramos.

522 Center Street in Moraga’s Rheem Shopping Center
Gallery hours are Wednesday through Sunday, noon to 5:00pm

Visit www.MoragaArtGallery.com or call 925-376-5407

3620 Mt. Diablo Boulevard
Lafayette, California 94549
Wednesday through Saturday
Noon to 6:00 PM
and by appointment
925-284-1485
JenniferPerlmutterGallery.com

Moraga Art Gallery Benefits from 
Orinda Arts Council Gift

3rd Annual Small Things Holiday 
Exhibit at Perlmutter Gallery
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“Dia de los Muertos” 
(Day of the Dead) at Main 
Street Arts celebrates 
this traditional Mexican 
holiday. 

Featured guest artist Eric 
Carlstrom’s art is influ-
enced by tattooing and 
tattoo art. Dia de Los 
Muertos imagery hap-
pens to translate well into 
tattoos, which also suits 
his style of painting and 
color pallet.

Featured guest artist 
Denise Hillman has trav-
eled throughout Mexico 
from the time she was a child. She recently visited 
Michoacan and Guanajuato during Dia de los Muertos 
celebrations, and was inspired to create a series of 
paintings and clay sculpture to capture the humorous 
and festive spirit of the events. The clay Catrina skull 
is part of a series of “Bathing Beauty” sculpture pieces.

Dorrie Bosley Langley, a local artist and art teacher, has 
several murals around town and has had her art shown 
in the Bedford Gallery as well as local co-op galleries. 
In this fifth year of celebrating Dia de Los Muertos in 
Martinez, Dorrie’s assemblages pay homage to José 
Guadalupe Posada’s La Catrina.

The featured artists have created paintings, altars, 
sculptures, katrinas, and cards celebrating Dia de los 
Muertos.

The Dia de los Muertos show runs through November 
21st. There will be a reception Saturday, November 
3rd from 2:00 to 5:00 pm, during Martinez’ Dia de los 
Muertos Festival.

613 Main Street in Downtown Martinez
Gallery hours are Wednesday through Saturday, noon to 5:00pm

and Sunday, 10:00am to 2:00pm
Visit www.MainStreetArts.net or call 925-269-8049

“Dia de los Muertos” at Main 
Street Arts
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Have you been looking for your favorite artists from 
the Diablo Fine Arts Gallery and the Lafayette Gallery? 
Well, look no further! Come to the “Winter Pop-Up 
Art Show” November 10th and 11th from 11:00 am 
to 3:00 pm at Studio 55, 55 Howe Road in Martinez. 
Participating in the show are:
Dalia Alekna, Joe Bologna, Alys Briggs, Judy Feins, 

Lisa Franklin, Carla Gelbaum, Jim Jordan,
Rita Kuolos, Debbie Koonce, Irenka Kudlicki,

 Katie Korotzer, Jill Landau, Maggie Lucas-Hill,
Judy Miller, Pat Prosek, Sheila Reid, Marilyn Verducci 

and Mira M. White

Enjoy unique holiday shopping, print making, paint-
ing, photography, jewelry and pastels. Come support 
your local artist community and get a peek at a hidden 
treasure in Martinez!

You are invited to join them for a print making demon-
stration on Saturday, November 10th at 1:00 pm.

Coming in January is “Elements”, a national juried art 
exhibition produced by Gail Morrison and Betsy Kellas 
for the Marin Society of Artists in San Rafael. They are 
passing along information and encouraging our mem-
bership to enter and participate.

This from the call for entry:

Everything we experience as matter is made up of 
Elements, substances consisting of a single type of 
atom. We invite artists to submit work based on one, 
some, or all of the Elements.

From alchemy to particle physics to wacky whimsy, in-
terpretation of the theme is wide open – an Element’s 
mystique, mythology, discovery, uses throughout his-
tory, use in art, the magical areas between the particles 
of the atoms, philosophical or mystical flights of fancy 
– whatever brings it to life for you.

The deadline for entry is December 1st and full details 
are available here. Dates of the show are January 10th to 
February 2nd, with a reception on Friday, January 11th 
from 5:00 to 8:00 pm.

Incidentally, the United Nations has proclaimed 2019 
as the International Year of the Periodic Table of the 
Chemical Elements, and we are very excited to be able 
to kick that off with Elements!

Winter Pop-Up Art Show “Elements” a National Juried Art 
Exhibition
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Dave Manousos attended the Art Walk in Livermore 
the weekend of October 16th and successfully sold 5 of 
his original acrylic paintings with lots of interest and he 
received a commission for an additional painting. The 
Art Walk attracts over 200 artists of varying mediums 
along with cultural music and dance performances 
throughout the day.

Bobbie Kinkead is participating in “Simple Pleasures” 
through December 22nd at Frank Bette Center for the 
Arts, 1601 Paru Street in Alameda. The center is open 
Thursdays to Saturdays from 11:00 am to 5:00 pm. The 
Center is cozy and friendly in an old storefront. In the 
show, Bobbie has three pieces of her cut flowers painted 
with acrylics. 

Jane Yuen Corich will be showing paintings, cards and 
handmade jewelry in the Holiday Show at the Delta 
Gallery in Brentwood through December 29th.

Mira M. White announces that she will be exhibit-
ing at “Memories & Perception” at Marin Museum 
of Contemporary Art in Novato November 17th to  
December 23rd. There will be an opening reception 
November 17th from 5:00 to 7:00 pm.

She is also participating in the “Small Things Holiday 
Exhibit” at the Jennifer Perlmutter Gallery as well as 
the “Winter Pop-Up Art Show” at Studio 55.

Mira will also be hosting her annual open studio party 
and sale on Sunday, December 2nd from 10:00 am to 
6:00 pm. She promises great art, great company and 
great edibles. Stop by and share in holiday cheer.

Members in the News

Mira White Exhibits and 
Workshops
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The City of Walnut Creek is pleased to announce the 
completion of a major work of public art by Bay Area 
artist Kristin Farr. Prominently located on an exterior 
wall of the Lesher Center for the Arts, this vividly hued 
28 x 16 foot mural features a symmetrical geometric 
design in the form of a radiating star.

The mural was hand-painted on site by Farr using no 
masking tape or straight-edge tools. She selected a 

customized palette of 16 colors in response to nearby 
colors and asking Walnut Creek community mem-
bers their favorite color. With Farr’s mural, the City of 
Walnut Creek is inaugurating a program to create mu-
rals on publicly visible walls throughout the downtown 
area.

Kristin Farr and her winning concept were chosen 
from a pool of talented artists by a selection panel of 
civic leaders and local artists. 

Kristin Farr’s paintings are directed by color and in-
fluenced by folk art practices. Her brightly colored, 
often geometric designs create a three-dimensional il-
lusion that is both playful and captivating. Farr’s Magic 
Hecksagon paintings are a nod to her family’s roots in 
Pennsylvania Dutch folk art.

Farr is a visual artist and arts journalist based in the 
San Francisco Bay Area. In addition to her studio and 
public artwork, she curates art projects for Facebook’s 
artist-in-residence program. She has exhibited her 
work widely in the Bay Area and has also completed 
mural commissions and public art projects for corpo-
rations and municipal sponsors.

Also, The Pastel Journal is featuring Mira’s mixed media 
artwork in their November-December Issue. The title 
of the article is “Visual Narratives of Ethereal Beauty”.  
Mira is honored and very pleased by the quality of the 
article. She will have copies of the magazine, in addi-
tion to other books she has published this year at her 
Open Studio.

Mira’s workshop lineup for 2019 is available on her 
website under Workshops: http://www.miramwhite-
fineartworkshops.com.

New Walnut Creek Mural by 
Kristin Farr
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Share upcoming shows, exhibits, events and art proj-
ects. E-mail information of interest you would like to 
share to the editor, Mark Coffey, at Editor@laa4art.org.

The Lamorinda Arts Alliance Newsletter is published 
six times a year at the beginning of odd-numbered 
months. The deadline for submission of articles and 
images is generally the 20th day of the month prior to 
publication.

Check out our Facebook page. “Like” us, share and post 
your events. Use the Events Page of our website to post 
your shows, exhibits, awards, workshops and seminars 
as well as other items you think may be of interest to 
our members.

through November 25 “Timeless” at Blackhawk Gallery
through November 21 “Dia de los Muertos” at Main Street Arts
through November 29 Ruth Stanton at Benicia Library
through December 14 “Memories” at San Ramon City Hall
through January5 “Holiday Magic in Porcelain and Paint” at Moraga
 Gallery
November 3 Reception at Main Street Arts
November 4 Ruth Stanton reception at Benicia Library
November 10 & 11 Pop Up show at Studio 55
November 10 Print making demo at Studio 55
November 15 “Small Things” Reception at Perlmutter Gallery
November 15 - Dec 29 “Small Things” at Perlmutter
December 1 “Elements” entry deadline
January 11 - February 16 CWA National Exhibit
Ongoing Various Artist Getaways
 Mira White Workshops

In  2018, LAA presented three exhibitions and one Art 
Show & Sale. These events featured our talented LAA 
members. This has always been a group effort and I 
want to thank all of the volunteers who helped make 
them successful.

We had our first LAA print show at the Main Street 
Arts in Martinez, last May. Pam McCauley and Olga 
Judisman helped us coordinate the show and hang the 
artwork. The show was well received by the local art 
community and displayed some excellent examples of 
fine art print making.

We held an art show and sale at the Lafayette 
Community Church at the beginning of June. This was 
our first joint event with the Concord Art Association.  
I want to thank Pat Calabro for co-coordinating the 
event with me. It was so nice to see all of the artists 
from both associations socializing and talking about 
art. We have welcomed several Concord artists as LAA 
members and several of our members have joined the 
Concord group.

Two of our members stepped up this year and orga-
nized shows for LAA.  I hope that there are other mem-
bers who will help us present quality art shows that rep-
resent the diversity of artists in our local communities. 

Joanie Share did a great job with the exhibit “Landscapes:  
Plein Air to Imaginaire” at the Lindsay Dirkx Brown 
Gallery in San Ramon. The gallery staff and visitors 
were impressed by the high quality artwork and excel-
lent presentation.

Jennifer Granat ran a very successful “Small Works” 
show at the aRt Cottage in Concord last month. The 
reception was fun and the size restrictions challenged 
our artists to produce smaller, yet vibrant, paintings, 
photographs, fine art prints and sculptures.

Thanks to Carla Gelbaum for helping with our event 
publicity by sending out our press releases to local 
media groups.

I also want to thank Mark Coffey, my Graphics Guru, 
for all of his invaluable help with banners, postcards 
and other printed materials.

Thank you LAA President, Donna Arganbright, our 
dedicated leader, for your support.

LAA appreciates all of our volunteers who help with in-
take, take-down, receptions, postcard distribution  and 
all of the other jobs that revolve around a successful art 
show, and to all of our LAA members who have partici-
pated and supported these events.

I am announcing that I will be stepping down from 
the position of VP of Exhibits at the end of this year. I 
have enjoyed my time with LAA but now I must pass 
the baton. I love spending time with other artists and 
during my two years of organizing events I have gotten 
experience curating art exhibits, writing press releases 
and running publicity campaigns for shows.

Event Calendar

The Coffey Corner

Message from Karen Baden Thapa, 
VP of Exhibitions
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