NEWSLETTER
JANUARY+FEBRUARY 2019

A MESSAGE FROM OUR LAA PRESIDENT
LAA wishes to extend Happy New Year greetings to
all our members. We hope the holidays have been
meaningful and good for all.

As part of the LAA Board’s New Year plans, we
would
like
to
have
a
festive
gathering/party/sharing, where we could hear
from members what activities LAA sponsors that
you are enthusiastic about and hear any new ideas
members have for 2019 and beyond. The Board
will also share with you any ideas/plans that we
have. This will be an opportunity for members to
socialize and to get better acquainted.
Jennifer Perlmutter has generously offered to host
this gathering at her Gallery. We will have
appetizers and drinks provided by LAA. All you
need to do is bring yourself. Friends are welcome.
With everyone working together we will ensure
that the arts continue to thrive in our communities.
FESTIVE NEW YEAR’S PARTY/GATHERING:
SUNDAY, JANUARY 20, 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. JENNIFER
PERLMUTTER’S GALLERY, 3620 Mt. Diablo Blvd. in
Lafayette.

THANK YOU TO KAREN BADEN THAPA OUR OUTGOING VP OF EXHIBITIONS
Much appreciation and gratitude is extended to
Karen Baden Thapa as she completes her time on
the LAA Board as VP of Exhibitions for the past
several years. During this time Karen has worn
many hats as VP of exhibitions. She has traveled
about the Bay Area visiting galleries to see if they
would be good potential exhibition sites for our
members’ shows. She has ensured that we have at
least three major exhibition opportunities each
year for members.
As VP of Exhibitions, she has had to select the
jurors for each show, and the artists who are
responsible for hanging the shows. She herself has
frequently stepped in to direct and hang the shows.
Karen has dedicated many hours of work to make
our shows possible. We are very grateful to her for
her dedication and professionalism and thank her
for all of her amazing work.
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THANK YOU TO MARK COFFEY - OUR
OUTGOING EDITOR

PAM MCCAULEY AT THE ORINDA
LIBRARY

This will be Mark Coffey’s last issue as editor of our
LAA newsletter. He will be turning it over to the
very capable hands of Jennifer Granat and will give
you an introduction to her in this newsletter.

Pam McCauley will be at the Orinda Library Art
Gallery for the month of January. Her exhibition
will be called “Now and Then”, showcasing her new
work alongside previous work. "I thought it would
be fun to share where I started and the direction
that I am now going."

Mark has been our esteemed editor for four years.
During that time, he has polished the newsletter
and created a very professional one that we all look
forward to reading. It has enabled all members to
get the word out as to where and when they are
exhibiting their work. It has been a valuable source
of information about the arts for our community.
Mark has also been very active and knowledgeable
in getting our web site updated. It is now an
effective tool where members can post their work,
exhibits and LAA happenings.
Mark has also been very willing to post our
frequent “shout-outs” about our events, often at
last minute requests. His graphic design skills have
graced our show cards, banners and other graphic
needs.
On behalf of our Board and LAA members we
would all like to say thank you Mark for your years
of service. We look forward to working with our
new editor, Jennifer, and to having you stay
involved with our graphic designs.
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Pam is part owner of Main Street Arts in Martinez.
She has a BA in fine art from Occidental College and
has sat on the board of the LAA for the last 4 years.
She has exhibited extensively in the East Bay and
currently is in two shows at the Arts Benicia Gallery
and the County Administration Building in
Martinez.
An artist reception will be held Sunday, January 6th
from 2:30 to 4:30.

“A SENSE OF PLACE” AT MORAGA ART
GALLERY
Wenda Pyman’s latest exhibit of beguiling
landscape photographs entitled “A Sense of Place”
kicks off the new year at the Moraga Art Gallery.
Calling to mind the camera work of Galen Rowell
and Eliot Porter, Wenda captures the luminous and
timeless splendor of places like Mt. Diablo, Morro
Bay, SF’s Baker Beach, and the Florida Keys.

limitations of film and to leverage her creative
vision while still embracing realism. Her style
reveals exceptional insight into her surroundings-more than choosing a perfect location. Rather, it is
creating an harmonious image using elements of
color, line, texture and shapes pleasing both to
herself and to the viewer. For Wenda, photography
serves as a means of self-expression as well as
relief from daily stresses of life.

Featured as a guest artist, Suzanne Pershing, who
heads the Arts Council of San Leandro and also
teaches drawing and painting, has created a
colorful collection of unique teacups and saucers,
some with stylized ceramic florals sprouting from
their rims, many decorated with abstract shapes
and lines reminiscent of Miro and Picasso.

Wenda has honed her photographic skills in
workshops led by world-class artists, including
Ansel Adams. Over the years she has taken courses
to refine her techniques and her “art of seeing” at
University of California Berkeley Extension
courses, ASUC Studios and Future Light
Workshops. She entered the digital world a decade
ago, a decision that freed her to transcend the
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In a varied career after graduating from the
California College of Arts and Crafts in Oakland,
Suzanne has worked as a layout artist, a graphic art
specialist, a typesetter, and a marketing designer.
During the past two years, she has taught painting
at Chabot College and helped design a public art
monument for the Police and Firefighters of San
Leandro. Budding artists also flock to the San
Leandro Community Center for her Creative
Drawing class, based on Betty Edward’s popular
book, “Drawing on the Right Side of the Brain.”

The public is invited to a free opening reception on
Saturday, January 12th from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. Use
the occasion to meet the artists, enjoy a glass of
wine accompanied by light snacks and live music.

“GLASS 2019” AT JENNIFER
PERLMUTTER GALLERY
Jennifer Perlmutter Gallery is proud to present an
exhibition featuring 16 glass artists from the
Association of Clay and Glass Artists of California
(ACGA). This exhibit features a variety of wall and
pedestal art glass, sculptural, conceptual, and
decorative. One notable sculpture depicts a polar
bear walking out of an ice block. The work was
juried in by gallery owner Jennifer Perlmutter and
guest juror Myrna Kimmelman, Executive Director
of Lafayette Partners in Education and a glass
collector. 5% of all sales proceeds in the exhibit will
be donated to LPIE to support our schools arts and
education programs.
ACGA was founded in 1945 and boasts over 400
clay and glass artists, supporters, collectors and
corporate sponsors. ACGA artists exhibit all over

The show, which includes paintings, ceramics,
jewelry, fused glass, other photographs and more
by the gallery’s fourteen member-artists and
several guest artists, runs from January 9th to
March 16th.

522 Center Street in Moraga’s Rheem Shopping Center
Gallery hours are Wednesday through Sunday, noon to 5:00PM
Visit www.MoragaArtGallery.com or call 925-376-5407
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the country and most notably at the prestigious
ACGA Clay and Glass Festival in Palo Alto.

There will be an artist reception opening night,
February 7th, from 6:00 to 8:00 pm. There will also
be a discussion with the artists and jurors February
9th at 4:00 pm.

importance is paramount. Arts and creativity
nurture well-being and assist learners in creating
connections between subjects.”
“Kids who participate in art programs gain fine and
gross motor skills, knowledge of history and
culture, develop problem solving abilities, and
achieve mental wellness through healthy
emotional responses.”

“HEROES AROUND ME” AT MAIN
STREET ARTS
As part of its community outreach this year, Main
Street Arts is hosting the Martinez PTA Reflections
Art Show, "Heroes Around Me". This show will run
from January 11th to January 31st, with the
reception Saturday January 12th from 2:00 to 4:00
pm at Main Street Arts. There will be a face painter
for the kids during the reception. Colleen
Gianatiempo is the organizer of this event for the
PTA. Colleen Gianatiempo, MFA is a fine artist,
graphic designer, interior designer, photographer
and arts educator living and working in Martinez.
Colleen says, “I am a volunteer on the board of the
Martinez Council of PTA’s. My position is PTA
Reflections Chair”. “Reflections is a National PTA
arts program that provides an opportunity for
students to use their creative talents. This year’s
theme is “Heroes Around Me”. Reflections takes
original student submissions inspired by the
annual theme in the area of visual art, photography,
literature, music composition, film and dance
choreography. There is also an optional “special
artist” category for students who have a disability,
qualifying under the ADA. Reflections starts at the
local level. Local PTA’s organize a contest at their
schools and select which works to advance to the
city level. Works are then further judged with
opportunities for advancement to state and
national levels.”
“What I feel is important: Schools that eliminate art
programs are doing so at their peril. No one
questions foundation subjects like reading and
math for the development of competent citizens,
but not enough people are inquiring about how
important art and creativity are for kids. The
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The Bedford Gallery begins the New Year with a

“ALTERED STATES” AT BEDFORD
GALLERY
thought-provoking exhibition “Altered States”. The
show runs January 13th to March 24th. Guest
curated by Heather Marx, the show features artists
across multiple generations living and working
along the California coast who harness natural
elements and/or the environment to create their
artwork.

The artists work in a wide range of media and share
a passion for creating art that is about process and
reclamation. This exhibition highlights the natural
cycles of our complex environment and offers
visitors an opportunity to slow down and reflect on
the interconnectedness of the sun, mood, air, and
tides.
While the artists in “Altered States” create work
using varied methods, materials, and scales, in
their labor-intensive processes they use natural
elements and time as a primary tool.
Klea McKenna engages in a meticulous practice of
rubbing photo paper onto tree bark, then exposing
the
textured
surface
to
moonlight;
a
process that can
take up to a full day
to complete with
the majority of the
work occurring in
the
shroud
of
darkness.
Chris
Duncan
employs the sun as the engineer of an ongoing
experimental series in which the artist carefully
arranges fabric in specific locations for periods of
six months or longer. When the materials are
finally reclaimed, they are transformed into sun
bleached fabrics that serve as an homage to the
celestial powers at work. All Duncan’s new, sitespecific work for “Altered States” will be harvested
from the rooftop of the clay studio in Walnut Creek.
Victoria Wagner sands, cuts into, and resurfaces
pieces of fallen Oak and Redwood gathered from
Occidental and Sebastopol, two small towns in
Northern California. She then adds rich geometric
oil patterns across the smooth surfaces of the wood
that mimic its natural crevices and the sound
vibrations she feels are mapped into the trees
based on where they lived.
Curator Heather Marx considers this collective
interest in environmental art-making as a reaction
to the chaos of contemporary society and, perhaps,
a call for the audience to contemplate the powerful
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natural forces that surround us. The pieces in
“Altered States” can also be viewed as sacred
products of patient processes that require a
connectivity with the natural materials the artists
harness. For many works in the exhibition, the
materials drive the end result of the artwork. This
lack of intervention by the artist allows for a degree
of vulnerability, trust and reverence for nature that
could be viewed as a spiritual endeavor.
However,
“Altered
States’
quiet
and
provocative search for a
deep connection to
nature is not without
political stakes. Kim
Abeles creates a clever
commentary on public
health, emissions and
environmental policy
with her “Smog Collectors” series, in which she
leaves stenciled images on fabric on the roof of her
studio. Over a period of time, particulate matter in
the heavy Los Angeles air falls upon them and, once
the stencil is removed, the image is revealed in
smog.
Tanja Geis partnered with the Smithsonian
Environmental Research Center to create a series
of drawings that imagine how the Olympia
oyster—a species at risk of extinction—might
repopulate the San Francisco Bay.
Altered States is an uplifting and meditative
exhibition that invites visitors to find the magic and
beauty In artwork that uses nature as its guide. In
Heather Marx’s words, “I feel nature is animated
and when you pause and take the time to look, you
recognize patterns and truths that mimic the
human condition.” In an age of rapid speed
technology and communication, the ability to
witness time passing by is a radical, if not magical
act.
Participating Artists:
Kim Abeles, Mari Andrews, Chris Duncan, Tanja
Geis, Sonja Hinrichsen, Jay McCafferty, Klea
McKenna, Sam Perry and Victoria Wagner.

Opening Reception - Sunday, January 13th, 3:00 to
5:00 pm. There is a $5.00 Admission fee. Join us for
our opening reception and complimentary wine
and hors d’oeuvres. Refreshments hosted by
Bedford Gallery Guild.
First Free Tuesdays:
February 5th and March 5th, Noon to 5:00 pm. Enjoy
free admission and a free family-friendly art
activity inspired by “Altered States” every first
Tuesday of the month. Docents will be on the floor
to lead informal tours and answer questions.
The Bedford Gallery is located inside the Lesher
Center for the Arts at 1601 Civic Drive in Walnut
Creek, four blocks from the BART station. Hours
are Tuesday through Sunday, Noon to 5:00 pm, The
gallery is closed on Mondays. General admission is
$5.00. Youth aged 13-17 is $3.00 and children
under 12 are free. First Tuesdays of the month are
also free.
About Heather Marx:
Heather Marx has over 20 years of experience in
the fine art industry as an art advisor, gallery
director, and curator. She received her Masters of
Art History from the University of California, Santa
Barbara and worked in Los Angeles and San
Francisco art scenes of the 1990s. In 2001, she
established Marx & Zavattero, a leading
contemporary gallery in San Francisco known for a
strong, cutting edge program. In 2014, she founded
and currently serves as Principal of Heather Marx
Art Advisory, a comprehensive art consultant
agency and curatorial development agency.
Marx has participated in numerous panel
discussions, juried exhibitions, residencies, and
scholarship funding around the Bay Area, including
at Palo Alto Art Center, San Francisco State
University, University of California, Santa Barbara,
The San Francisco Art Commission, and the diRosa
Foundation. Recent exhibitions curated by Marx
are: “I Look for Clues in Your Dreams”, at the
Berkeley Art Center; “Then & Now (Again)” at
Diablo Valley College Art Gallery; and “Shift” at the
NWBLK, San Francisco. Marx served on the Board
of the Achenbach Graphic Arts Council for the Fine
Arts Museum of San Francisco from 2013-2015.
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For more information, call 925-295-1416 or visit
www.BedfordGallery.org

TAMSEN ARMSTRONG - FEATURED
ARTIST AT MAIN STREET ARTS
Tamsen Armstrong will be the featured artist from
February 1st to February 26th at Main Street Arts,
613 Main Street in Martinez. Her reception is on
Saturday, February 9th from 2:30 – 5:30PM. Having
Grown up in an artistic family in Southern
California, oil painter Tamsen Armstrong was told
there was no such thing as being born with talent.
Only by practicing keen observation, through hard
work and imagination, will talent emerge—so said
her mother, a poet and sculptor and her father, a
painter and illustrator. “My brothers, sister and I
were encouraged to discover our creativity so we
all dabbled in music, visual arts, dance and theatre.”
When she was older, Tamsen settled on oil
painting, encouraged by her father. Remembering
her childhood lessons, Tamsen approaches
painting as a “skill to be practiced with as much
imagination as possible.” Tamsen searches high
and low for places in the Bay Area that are off the

beaten path. She respects the beautiful as well as
the battered; the expansive oceanfront and the old,
tired
storefront.

“My goal is to find manmade and natural creations,
see them intimately, paint them honestly and hope
the resulting paintings will touch people’s hearts.”

Tamsen has been honing her skills in both plein air
and studio work for the past seven years, studying
and being inspired by her father, Norman
Kingsford Vance, as well as the works of Jullian
Merrow-Smith, Randall Sexton, Michael Chesley
Johnson and Terry Miura. Tamsen is a member of
the Lamorinda Arts Alliance and often paints with
other East Bay plein air artists.
See
www.mainstreetarts.net for more information.
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MIRA M. WHITE WORKSHOPS
Mira White will be offering a wonderful variety of
workshops/classes for the New Year. Her exciting
new offerings include: ABOUT FACE: RETHINKING
THE PORTRAIT from Jan. 11th-March 15th Fridays
from 1-4PM ; COLOR
WITH
SOFT
PASTELS, Jan 10th March
14th
Thursdays
from
9:30AM-12:30PM;
ENCAUSTIC
INTENSIVE IN MY
STUDIO,
Fridays
9:30-12:30;
LIFE
DRAWING
(with
models) Jan.8-Feb.26
Tues. 6:30-9:30; MIX
THOSE
MEDIA:
ACRYLICS (with two
time period offerings); COLLAGE, PASTELS;
STUNNING COLORS W/SOFT PASTELS! (with two
time period offerings); THE WAY OF
WATERCOLOR: LOOSE AND LUMINOUS (with two
time period offerings).
Please
go
to
www.mirawhitefineartworkshops.com or contact
Mira at mira@mirawhitefineart.com for tuition,
location and more information regarding the above
class listings.

STUDIO 55 MARTINEZ WORKSHOPS
Exciting new offerings from Studio 55 in Martinez
include 2 eight week classes called Mixed Media
Madness and Abstraction in Acrylic along with a
Solar Etching 2-day workshop on January 26th and
27th.
Please visit their
website at
www.studio55martinez.com/workshops-openstudios/ for dates and more information.

WELCOME TO THE NEW EDITORJENNIFER GRANAT
Welcome to Jennifer Granat, our new Editor! This
edition of the newsletter represents a joint effort
between Mark and Jennifer as she assumes her new
role. A special thanks goes out to Mark for his
guidance and support during the transition. LAA
member Jennifer Granat has had an interest in all
aspects of art and art making since she was very
young. Jennifer’s mother, herself an artist, exposed
her to art as a child through visits to galleries and
museums.
Jennifer once remembers seeing
another child with a coloring book and asked her
mother if she could have one. Her mother replied
that she
should
draw her
own
pictures
and color
them in
herself.
She has
been
doing so
ever
since.
While
her
formal college degree is in Anthropology, Jennifer
has studied art and art history under a wide variety
of notable artists and teachers, painters and
sculptors at various Bay Area Colleges. She enjoys
working outdoors with grey scale pens and
watercolor pencils to develop her skills, but she
also works in stone, pastels, oil and acrylic. She
recently completed a large commissioned work of
an African bull elephant. Aside from art making,
Jennifer also has a passion for music and animals.
She shares her home with two rescue dogs and her
husband Michael, an accomplished jazz pianist who
has played at several LAA events. For more
information about Jennifer and her husband,
please
visit
www.jennifergranat.com
and
www.michaelgranat.com respectively.
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GRANAT GALLEY*
I would like to thank Mark Coffey for his supreme
patience and support as he passes the baton of
editor onto me. His has been a weighty task—as
editor and now as mentor to me—and mine, now,
is to honor his work by continuing his brilliant
legacy. To this end, I hope to create clear, concise,
informative and inspirational newsletters for our
membership. I invite you to share upcoming
shows, exhibits, events and art projects that you
feel will be of interest to our membership and
beyond. Please feel free to E-mail any information
you would like to share to Jennifer Granat at
Editor@laa4art.org.
The Lamorinda Arts Alliance Newsletter is
published six times a year at the beginning of oddnumbered months. The deadline for submission of
articles and images is generally the 20 th day of the
month prior to publication.
Last, please do check out our Facebook page. “Like”
us, and share and post your events. Use the Events
Page of our LAA website to post your shows,
exhibits, awards, workshops and seminars, as well
as other items you think may be of interest to our
members.
*Galley: definition: 5. Printing: A long tray, usually of metal,
used for holding composed type.

